
From the beginning of my public school 
education to where I am now – a junior 
attending LGHS – I have been academically 
conditioned by the common core which has 
been enforced by the board of education 
in school districts spanning the nation. By 
placing an emphasis on subjects including 
social studies, math, science, and English, 

the directors of education hope to enrich children with learning 
opportunities. I am one of the many products of this focus in the 
public school education system.

In a little under two years I will be catapulted out of the bubble 
of comfort in which I have spent the last twelve years growing up. I 
will be forced to choose a field in which I will spend the rest of my 
life making a living and hopefully achieving some degree of success. 
However, how am I supposed to make a life altering decision regarding 
careers that I don’t even know exist, especially if the majority of them 
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Your practice ends 
at 5:30 PM. On the 

commute home, you 
watch as the sun sets 
and the darkness over-
takes. When you get 
back to your house, all 
you want to do is eat 

dinner and go to bed. But sadly, you have an essay 
and two tests the next day that you need to work 
on and study for. Less sunlight makes the motiva-
tion to do schoolwork decrease. It is November, and 
daylight savings is over, one of the many reasons 
why November is awful.

 With November comes stress over bad grades, 
less sunlight, and the slow 
countdown till winter break, 
making November the worst 
month of the year. 

As November rolls around, 
the countdown to finals begin. 
Somehow the semester is almost 
over, even though it feels like 
it just started. Looking at 
your grades in Canvas creates 
an overwhelming sense of fear 
that engulfs your entire being. 
The year is almost over, and 
you need to start getting your 
grades up. Time is diminishing 
as school stress skyrockets. Every 
class starts getting exponentially 
harder. November is the month 
where many classes start to jam in 
the last remaining units and tests of the year. The 
teacher needs to make sure that all of the required 
units are covered, while leaving time to prepare 
for the final exam. The overwhelming amount of 
stress on your shoulders and deteriorating grades 
are all symptoms of November. 

Furthermore, daylight savings ended on Nov. 
4, making the afternoons dark and grim. Winter 
Seasonal Affective Disorder, known by its acronym 
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On Oct. 19, Ryanair 
airlines rewarded an 
elderly man’s racist, intol-
erant and absurd com-
ments toward an inno-
cent woman with a row 
of seats to himself on his 
flight and no immediate 

repercussions. While the man was later identified 
and apologized for his actions, many people wonder 
if the company would have taken action without the 
video of the shocking incident that was uploaded 
online. Ryanair defended their actions and other 
defenders explained that the airline would have 
wasted time and money by removing the man in 
question from the flight. However, Ryanair should 
have considered long-term consequences of their 
lack of action and the inevitability of the story  
eventually surfacing. 

Ryanair could have spared them-
selves the backlash by 
removing the man from 
the plane, something 
both witnesses on board 
and people across the 
world online suggested. 
Since no passengers on 
the plane nor consumers 
hearing of the story com-
mended Ryanair for keeping the 
man on the plane, Ryanair only lost 
respect and business in this situation. In 
addition to avoiding backlash, Ryanair would most 
likely have won the approval of many potential 
customers and in the long run gained money.

Of course, this is probably only a minor setback 
in the grand scheme of things. After all, few people 
still remember or blame United for the David Dao 
incident in early 2017. Companies should not 
merely brush off incidents like these, however, for 
mistakes can build up and stick in the minds of 
the public. Furthermore, in the case of Ryanair, 
the backlash could have been avoided very easily 

Treat all consumers fairly
by Morgan Tinsley
Sports Editor

if the crew had simply considered the probability 
of the incident finding its way online and inspiring 
loads of backlash. Despite mistakes like these being 
easy to avoid, companies always seem to be making 
the same mistakes.

For example, another avoidable mistake that 
occurs far too often is a lack of representation of 
minorities. One particular company that comes to 
mind is Tarte cosmetics, who previously released a 
collection of foundations with 12 very similar light 
shades and only three wildly different dark shades. 
The company unsurprisingly received criticism from 
beauty influencers and cosmetic consumers alike. 
Tarte’s response that they were simply too excited 
to launch the product to finish the full range of 
shades was, as expected, not received well. While 
I do not think Tarte meant to hurt people of color 
or to take some kind of political stance with their 
shade range, I do think that they could have avoided 
this huge mistake by simply using a modicum of 
common sense.

Winter SAD, is seasonal depression thought to be 
caused by the lack of sun in winter. Scientists 
theorize that fleeting sunlight in winter months 
causes the brain to reduce serotonin, a chemical 
that manages mood. November is the first month 
where Winter SAD symptoms increase, including 
weight gain and oversleeping. None of this infor-
mation makes November look good. The dark days 
of November are proven to be a cause of Winter 
SAD, another reason why the month is horrible. 

November is where you start to get excited for 
winter break, vacations, and the holidays. Walk 
into any store after Halloween, and you will surely 
find a plethora of Christmas decorations begging 
to be bought. However, Christmas is still over a 
month away, and you have to work on getting 
your grades up before finals. It seems as though 
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Temperatures are breaking previous 
records, ocean levels are rising as the 
polar ice caps melt, and climate change 
could be irreversible by as soon as 2030. 
Amid the haze of these terrifying facts, we 
common people scramble to take shorter 
showers and recycle every scrap we can, 
out of fear that the world as we know it 

will soon be past the point of no return. However, while building 
environmentally-friendly habits does help mitigate climate change, 
people are not paying enough attention to the main contributors 
of global warming: large corporations.

“For decades there’s been a persistent myth that everyone is 
responsible, and if everyone is responsible then no one is respon-
sible,” said Carroll Muffett, president and CEO of the Center for Inter-
national Environmental Law, in response to a report by geographer 
Richard Heede on carbon dioxide emissions from Carbon Majors. I 
agree with Ms. Muffett’s articulation of society’s perspective, and I 
contend that everyone is certainly responsible for climate change 

Corporations must take action to reduce their pollution
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to an extent, but some are more responsible than others.
Just 100 companies have been the source of 71 percent of global 

greenhouse gas emissions since 1988, according to 
the Carbon Majors Report by the environmen-
tal nonprofit organization CDP, and over 50 
percent of global emissions have come from 
just 25 corporations. The report identified 
Chevron, Exxon Mobil, BP, and Shell as the 
highest emissions-producing companies 
among the 100.

For us regular people trying to save the 
planet with our reusable canvas shopping 
bags, that’s like trying to scoop dirt with 
cupped palms out of a pit while bulldozers 
are pushing the dirt back in by the ton. 

Now, by no means am I trying to put 
down environmentally-friendly habits 
in any way; all of our collective efforts 
have and will continue to be essential to 
reducing global warming. However, we can go even further and be 
more effective by concentrating our efforts on the companies who 

produce the majority of the world’s pollution.  
People should capitalize on the recent upsurges of public 

environmental awareness to shed light on the detri-
mental effects of corporate pollution. Refrain 

from giving your business to companies who 
put their personal profit above the envi-
ronmental effort, and opt for companies 
who have committed to fighting climate 
change, like the 100 companies such as 

Apple, Facebook, and Ikea who have pledged 
to turn completely to renewable power under 

the RE100 initiative. 
Under pressure from environmental groups and 

activist investors, oil giants and automakers have 
already begun to give in and take action towards 
lowering their emissions. Pressure from the 
public can potentially have the same or even 
greater effects, so we should play our part 
in saving our world by ensuring that major 

companies are doing the same.
(Sources: Ecotricity, The Guardian, Scientific American)

Curriculum should change to reflect modern conditions
do not overlap with the branches offered in 
common school curriculum? How do I know 
I have built myself a foundation that will 
allow me to go on to universities beyond 
high school and find a career in which I will 
thrive, independent of the resources and 
educators that have shaped me throughout 
my early education?

The reason why educators have chosen 
to execute a core curriculum is simple: they 
want their students to excel in subjects that 
are universally helpful in all areas of interest 
and study. However, much like the rest of 
our world, education is constantly evolving. 
Educators need to come to the consensus 
that, with the hundreds of college majors 
out there to choose from, students need 
more exposure to different fields to account 
for their different strengths and talents. Not 

every student who goes through the standard 
education system is exceptionally knowledge-
able of the academic courses offered, and as a 
result these kids have a harder time getting 
accepted to colleges with majors that genu-
inely interest them.

 This prominent issue does not neces-
sarily mean that scrapping the entire core 
curriculum is a solution, but perhaps revising 
it to accommodate either individual student 
interest or fields that are currently in high 
demand for employers. Work that includes 
engineering and computer science are rapidly 
taking over, and while Los Gatos High School 
is fortunate enough to offer these classes, 
an early introduction to these concepts from 
schools nationwide would not only help 
America’s constantly growing student body, 
but also the economy as a whole.
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 Marks dislikes November

you can almost taste the freedom of the two week 
break, however the whole month of November still 
stands in your way. 

Without a doubt, November is the worst 
month of the year. November entails a surplus of 
school stress, less sunlight, and longing for winter 
break. One month has to take the title of worst 
month, and November has gracefully stepped up 
to receive it. 

Companies like Tarte often 
end up sabotaging themselves 

and spreading a bad message while 
not intending to. If companies would simply keep 
up with culture, society and what is and is not 
acceptable and think before acting, backlash and 
lost business could be escaped. Even if companies 
disagree with the backlash and believe they are 
right, there is  really no point in unintentionally 
damaging their reputations for no apparent gain. 
For future reference, if companies wish to keep 
consumers happy, stop making careless and poorly 
thought out decisions for no reason. It’s that simple.
(Sources: NBC, CNN, Metro)
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