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US and China reach truce
by Quincy Marks
Media Production Editor

The United States and China agreed not to initi-
ate a trade tariff for 90 days while the two countries 
negotiated during a post G20 summit meeting. This 
meeting was the first time that President Donald 
Trump and President Xi Jinping have met since the 
enactment of the trade war on July 6. 

It is unclear what exactly they agreed to in their 
meeting, since the two countries did not release 
a joint statement. According to President Trump, 
the US will postpone the plan to increase tariffs 
on approximately $200 billion worth of imported 
goods in January. These goods goods will retain 
their current 10 percent tariff. They will not rise to 
25 percent unless the two countries cannot come to 
an agreement. China also plans to increase imports 
and buy agricultural, farm, energy, and industrial 
products.

Both sides state that they are working on making 
agreements. In the 90 day pause, according to the US 

Israeli women raise outcry
by Madeline King
News Editor

Tens of thousands of women gathered in Tel Aviv 
on Tues., Dec. 4, to protest the Israeli government’s 
failure to address violence against women. Protesters 
organized the event in reaction to the twenty-fourth 
murder of a woman by a partner, family member, or 
acquaintance this year.

Protestors carried signs with the names of all 
24 women killed, including the two most recent 
victims, 13-year-old Sylvana Tsegai and 16-year-old 
Yara Ayoub. Their deaths prompted a week of back-
lash against the government before the nationwide 
“women’s strike.” Marchers also lit candles and lay 
in roads with their bodies covered in fake blood. 
“We had to do something radical, to make sure that 
women in Israel show the government that we are 
not going to take this anymore,” said Ruti Klein, one 
of the protest organizers.

Activists also displayed hundreds of red shoes in 
Tel Aviv, representing the violence against women, 
and observed a 24 minute moment of silence to 
honor the victims. More than 200 local companies 
and institutions allowed employees to take the day 
off to participate in the event.

According to statistics collected by the Women’s 
International Zionist Organization, or WIZO, the 

PICTURESQUE PEACE: The Limmat River runs through Zürich, known for its role in finance.

by Nick Borgia
PR Manager

When people think of the country of Switzerland, they often 
imagine one of two things: a tiny, insignificant country in Europe, or 
the Swiss Alps. While the beautiful Alps are one of the world’s largest 
mountain ranges and arguably Switzerland’s most popular feature, 
there are many more impressive and fascinating parts about the country 
that often go unrecognized.

COM: Switzerland abounds with peace and happiness

by Alaina Fox
World Editor

In Paris, France, thousands of protestors took 
to the streets on Nov. 17, originally to protest 
increases in fuel taxes on gasoline and diesel 
that are set to take effect in January. However, 
the massive outcry shed light light on nationwide 
discontent with President Emmanuel Macron’s 
policies. The protests went on for four consecutive 
weekends. The enraged group calls themselves the 
“Yellow Vests,” inspired by the bright safety vests 
that the protestors wear.

president, each country plans to continue negotia-
tions. According to a statement released by the White 
House, the two will focus on “structural changes 
with respect to forced technology transfer, intellec-
tual property protection, non-tariff barriers, cyber 
intrusions and cyber theft, services and agriculture.”

Chinese news outlets depict a different view-
point. The official newspaper for the Chinese Com-
munist Party, The People’s Daily, wrote that the two 
presidents were cooperating, but did not mention 
China’s plans to buy U.S agricultural, industrial, 
and energy products. Furthermore, the official radio 
station in China did not talk about the 90 day deal 
that Trump has stressed so much. 

Trump told media outlets that their deals will 
happen right away, yet Chinese news outlets wrote 
about gradual changes to fix the trade imbalance. The 
Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesman, Geng Shuang, 
told reporters that the countries “agreed to hold off 
on imposing new tariffs. This agreement is quite 
significant since it has stopped our trade dispute 
from escalating and also opens up new prospects 
for win-win cooperation.” Shuang is vague towards 
answering questions, giving no complete answer.  

In a tweet on Dec. 2, President Trump stated, “China 
has agreed to reduce and remove tariffs on cars coming 
into China from the U.S. Currently the tariff is 40%.” 
This is false, as China never agree to this claim. 

As the weeks continue, U.S citizens will look 
for a joint statement from President Xi Jinping and 
President Donald Trump to address what exactly 
they agreed to during their meeting. 
(Sources: NY Times, Bloomberg, Washington Post)

number of women and girls killed has increased 
annually, with 13 killed in 2014 and 2015 and 16 
killed in both 2016 and 2017. In November, WIZO also 
reported that an estimated 200,000 Israeli women 
are victims of domestic abuse, while almost half a 
million children witness violence in their own homes.
Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is under 
fire for his repeatedly tone-deaf comments and lack 
of support for protective measures for women. Many 
protestors chanted for him to “wake up, our blood 
is not cheap,” and called attention to the fact that 
many of the victims had sought out help from law 
enforcement before their deaths.

Netanyahu ignited criticism during a visit to a 
women’s shelter the week before the protest. He 
demanded government action for the victims, but 
was quickly called out for voting against a proposal 
to establish an inquiry into women who were victims 
of domestic violence. Many women called for the 
prime minister to return on his promises of imple-
menting a government program that would grant $67 
million to combat violence against women. “This is 
an emergency that cannot be ignored,” stated the 
Israel Women’s Network. “It’s time for the govern-
ment to join the war for the lives of women in Israel.”
(Sources: The Washington Post, The Times of Israel, 
NPR, LA Times)

FRAGILE PEACE: Donald Trump and Xi Jinping negotiated a deal.

France faces deadly riots

The detested tax hike is part of President 
Macron’s carbon tax plan, designed to help reduce 
climate change by discouraging consumers’ use of 
polluting fuels. Recent reports on climate change 
highlighted how the world has been falling behind 
on the guidelines of the 2015 Paris Climate Agree-
ment. However, the proposal sparked outrage 
in rural areas, where people’s daily commutes 
would become extremely expensive under the 
new legislation. 

The movement also quickly expanded to 
include middle-class citizens who felt cheated 
by the government. French people have been 
upset with the high cost of living, and they 
expressed frustration that, while they were 
earning too much money to qualify for welfare 
programs, their incomes are still too low to 
make ends meet. Because of Macron’s reforms 
that have loosened labor laws and reduced 
taxes on the wealthy, many citizens believe 
that the president has only focused on serving 
the richest people in society.

The protests included violence on both 
sides, and 133 total people were injured, 
including police and activists. Though protes-
tors began by simply blocking off highways 
and fuel depots, some turned to torching cars 
and stealing from stores, which led to the 
arrests of 412 people. Four people died in the 
riots, including an eighty-year old woman who 
someone hit with a tear gas canister while she 
was at her window in her home.

The French government began by attempt-
ing to stop the protests, with police using 
water cannons and tear gas against protestors. 
However, their efforts were unsuccessful. To 
appease the continued protests, the prime 
minister announced on Dec. 4 that the gov-
ernment would temporarily postpone the 
tax implementation as they tried to create a 
solution that helps the environment without 
hurting the working class. 

This action too prompted backlash, espe-
cially from other countries. Some people 
argued that the tax is a necessary evil to 
protect the planet and slow down extreme 
climate change. Because President Macron 
campaigned for office by emphasizing plans 
to help the climate, his acquiescence angered 
environmentalists, who hoped he would take 
a stronger stance. Furthermore, experts worry 
that this incident sends a troubling message 
to other nations: that attempts to help the 
environment will lead to violent rebellions. 
(Sources: CNBC, NY Times, NPR, Washington 
Post, BBC, CNN)

VIOLENT CLASH: The French government sent anti-riot police to quell uproarious demonstrations with tear gas and water cannons.

First of all, one of Switzerland’s most impressive accomplishments 
is the fact that they have stayed neutral in all world conflicts since 
1920. The Swiss were officially recognized as a neutral country in 
1920, but they have actually not fought a military battle in 500 years. 
However, just because Switzerland has been neutral for so long, it does 
not mean they unprepared for war. The nation’s cities have enough 
nuclear bunkers to house 110 percent of its population, so if there 
was any sort of nuclear threat, there would be minimal casualties. 

Although Switzerland is landlocked inside of Germany, France, Italy, 
and Austria, the Swiss Alps serve as a geographical barrier that protect 
the majority of the nation. The few potential entry points that exist, 
such as roads, bridges, and railways, are all wired to blow up, destroying 
any army that may try to come in. Switzerland is therefore heavily 
defended, even though their military only ranks 34th in the world. 
However, military service is still compulsory for male Swiss citizens 
once they reach age eighteen. Switzerland, along with Austria, is one 
of the last countries to enforce this in western Europe.

Switzerland’s capital is Bern, and its population is 133,115. How-
ever, the capital is not Switzerland’s largest city, as the city of Zürich 
has a population of 1,334,269. These cities are powered by hydroelectric 
power plants, which account for over half of the country’s domestic 
power production. There are about 1,500 lakes in the country, and the 
largest lake, Lake Geneva, reportedly holds more than forty shipwrecks. 

Switzerland was ranked as the world’s happiest country in 2015. 
Zürich was ranked as the 2nd best city to live in, according to Mercer’s 
Quality of Living Report in 2016. Overall, Switzerland has an extremely 
low crime rate, as there was only 1 gun murder for every 200,000 DAZZLING HEIGHTS: The Swiss Alps are famous for their splendor and quiet tranquility.

people, or 40 gun deaths per year. Small Arms Survey estimates that 
there are 45.7 guns per 100 citizens, which is the world’s 3rd highest 
ratio. Swiss men have the highest life expectancy in the world at 81.3 
years old. To top things off, the Swiss eat more chocolate than any 
other nation in the world. Citizens eat around 24 pounds of chocolate 
a year, and they exported about 115,500 tons of it in 2015. If you are 
ever looking for a place to escape to before a potential apocalypse, 
try Switzerland, where you are almost guaranteed safety, happiness, 
and lots of chocolate.
(Sources: Expactica, Wikipedia)
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PUBLIC POLICY: Macron has garnered criticism for his proposals.
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