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Fire destroys priceless artifacts in Brazil’s national museum

CollegeBoard recycles Asia’s SAT

Typhoon hits Japan

by Wilma Wei
Culture Editor

This past August, College Board used an SAT test in the 
US with recycled questions from a previously used interna-
tional version that students took last October in South Korea 
and China. Answers from last year’s test spread rapidly over 
Twitter after College Board released them in China and Korea. 
Therefore, many students last August had an unfair advantage 
over others due to the leaked answers; because College Board 
recycled questions, many students who took the same SAT 
last year were more familiar with the questions. 

On August 25, after students in the US took the SAT, most 
students had no idea that the answers to certain questions on 
the very test they just took had been leaked. Because some 
students studied the answers to the old October SAT test, it 
prepared them more than others and they potentially knew 
all the answers to the reading portion of the SAT. 

After students took the August SAT and realized that 
College Board had reused the 2017 test from China and Korea, 
there was a large backlash, including an online petition to 
invalidate all August test scores. As a result, College Board 
released a statement saying, “In response to theft and orga-
nized cheating, which affect all high stakes testing, we have 
significantly increased our test security efforts and resources. 
This is a persistent problem, but one that we are making 
progress in combating.” Many students still felt unsatisfied 

by Cooper Bowen
News Editor

Typhoon Jebi slammed into the Japanese coast on Tuesday, Sept. 4, leaving at 
least 11 dead and 470 injured. The strongest storm to hit Japan in 25 years, Jebi 
sustained winds from 87 to 102 miles per hour, which are the fastest ever recorded 
by parts of the country and is the equivalent of a Category 1 Atlantic hurricane.

with this response, arguing that College Board merely blamed 
the cheaters and did not acknowledge the issue of recycling 
old problems.

In addition, the father of a student who took the August 
SAT brought the lawsuit against College Board said that Col-
lege Board had crossed its “fiduciary duties by recycling old 
exam questions… and rather than accept the responsibility 
and errors, the College Board… appears to blame students for 
their failure to keep the exam secure.” Furthermore, scores 
have still not been repealed and College Board has yet to 
decide how to handle the August SAT scores.

College Board has dealt with a number of other mishaps in 
addition to this scandal this year as well, which ranged from 
cheating students to conspiracies involving Chinese students 
hiring US students to take the SAT for them. In China, stu-
dents would illegally hire test-takers in the US to get high 
scores on the SAT, paying proxies up to two thousand dollars. 
Also, another mishap in China involved a group of students 
cheating with earpieces and hidden devices. 

After this SAT scandal, students have growing concerns 
about future SAT tests, wondering whether the questions will 
be recycled or not. Recycling test questions and answers word 
for word creates the opportunity for students to exploit the 
system; due to this, many students are unsure whether they 
can trust College Board anymore. 
(Sources: LA Times, College Board, Washington Post)

by Esther Sun
World Editor

On the night of Sept. 2, scores of priceless ancient artifacts burned 
to dust and ashes as the National Museum of Brazil in Rio de Janeiro 
went up in flames. Though museum staff tried valiantly to save the 
artifacts by carrying them out barehanded, the fire still claimed up to 
20 million of the museum’s relics. As experts worked on reconstructing 
salvaged pieces, they estimated that approximately 90 percent of the 
collection was beyond repair—a monumental cultural loss.

The museum administration was aware of the risk of fire for many 
decades prior to this recent tragedy. In spite of its status as the largest 
natural history museum in Latin America, the 200-year old museum had 
been subject to much neglect and for many years endured numerous 

UP IN FLAMES: The inferno in the National Museum of Brazil lights up the night.

unresolved issues such as termites, poor electrical wiring, leaks, and 
a lack of a sprinkler system in its outdated fire equipment. 

In spite of the museum administration’s adamant request for funds, 
it received severe cuts and didn’t even receive all of its allotted funds 
from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. In 2017, museum staff 
were so desperate that they resorted to crowdfunding money to repair 
a termite-infested exhibition hall.

To put the recent destruction into perspective, scholars compared it 
to the destruction of the British Museum or the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. One of the most ground-breaking treasures lost was the fossil-
ized skull of Luzia, a woman who lived in Brazil 11,500 years before, 
which had been instrumental in teaching modern people about those 
who lived in the Americas millennia ago. 

More losses included an estimated quarter of the collection of 
lace bug holotypes, as well as massive collections of cultural artifacts, 
like feather works, masks, and pottery, made by indigenous South 
American people for thousands of years. Dalton de Souza Amorim, a 
professor of biology at the University of São Paulo, commented, “The 
anthropological collections were the worst loss… What is the value of 
the cultural heritage of a country? It is beyond value.” 

Indeed, Brazilians and citizens from around the world were horrified 
and outraged at the neglect that caused the harrowing loss of such 

cultural history. Many took to the internet and news sources, writing  
fierce editorials arguing that national governments and organizations 
should pay more attention to the preservation of artifacts from the 
past. They believed the artifacts were crucial information for people 
to study and appreciate human and natural history.
(Sources: New York Times, The Economist, Smithsonian Magazine, 
The Atlantic)

Iraqi citizens protest in streets
by Quincy Marks
Media Production Editor

Protests in Basra, Iraq, occurred intermittently through-
out the summer, but the insurrections that took place from 
Sept. 3 through 7 were especially brutal. Citizens of Basra 
took to the streets to protest unreasonable living conditions 
due to the corrupt government. 

Iraq is rich in oil, and 70% of that oil lies in Basra. Oil 
is an expensive export that generates economic prosperity 
within the country. However, the people living in Basra do 
not see the money that oil brings, as most of the country 
is in the depths of poverty.

Living conditions in Basra are far from ideal. The drink-
ing water available to citizens has an alarming amount 
of chemicals and salt in it and has already triggered the 
hospitalization of nearly 17,000 people. The garbage 
deposits blocking Basra’s fresh water sources create a lack 
of much-needed drinking water. Along with many hos-
pitalizations, the salt in the water has ruined crops and 
killed farm animals. 

Furthermore, electrical power has been going out fre-
quently for months, and because temperatures can surpass 
120 degrees Fahrenheit in the summer no power leaves 
citizens without air conditioning. Many people are also 
at a loss for jobs, and have been for years. Almost half of 
Basra’s citizens live below the poverty line, earning only 
$4.20 per day.

So far, twelve people have died and 68 have been 
injured in this summer’s protests. The deaths are said to be 
caused by military intervention. The local military has been 
using tear gas and live ammunition on the protestors in 
an attempt to nullify their movement, although the prime 
minister of Iraq, Haider al-Abadi, allegedly ordered them 
not to use live ammunition.

The United States has backed Haidar al-Abadi, but 
these protests have made his reelection almost impossible, 
as many blame him for the corrupt government. Al-Abadi 
has been investigating the deaths of the five civilians 
killed. He also promised Basra $3 billion to help rebuild 

the government, although the citizens still haven’t seen 
the money due to politics.

However, the military is outnumbered as protests con-
tinue to arise. Angry people flood the streets, demanding 
change in the government. Furious protestors have burned 
down innumerable government offices, including almost 
every building connected with Iran, for people believe that 
Iran has been meddling with Iraq. Protestors also attempted 
to fire rockets at the United States consulate, and have 
blocked main highways and ports.

As the weeks pass, the hope is that political leaders 
in Iraq will help combat the struggles that plague many 
Basra citizens.
(Sources: CNN, Washington Post, BBC)

DISMAL CONDITIONS: Desolate streets reflect Iraqis’ poverty. PATH OF DESTRUCTION: Typhoon Jebi’s unrelenting winds and rains battered Japan.

ANCIENT HUMANS: The fire destroyed an eleven-thousand-year old human skull.

STREETS OF OSAKA: The government issued evacuation orders in the cities Osaka, Kyoto, and Kobe.

Before the storm, the government issued evacuation advisories to more than 
1.19 million people and also issued 16 thousand more mandatory evacuation orders, 
mostly in the Japanese cities of Kobe, Osaka, and Kyoto. Typhoon Jebi is the most 
powerful storm to strike Japan since Typhoon Yancy in 1993, which left 48 people 
dead or missing.

In Osaka, a 89 meter-long tanker rammed into the bridge connecting Kansai Inter-
national Airport to the mainland, cutting off one of the country’s largest airports. 
The accident didn’t injure the crew, but it severely damaged part of the road. It also 
left 3,000 people stranded in the airport when storm surges flooded the runway and 
a basement floor, causing airlines to cancel hundreds of domestic and international 
flights. High-speed boats and buses evacuated people to Kobe Airport and Izumisano 
Station in Osaka City.

Typhoon Jebi also caused a fire that started in a car lot in Nishinomiya, leading 
to 187 cars being consumed by flames. According to local police, the fire was likely 
ignited by wires short-circuited from the rain, and because of flooded streets, police 
weren’t able to reach the blaze until 9:35 PM JST, which increased the damage the fire 
was able to cause. In addition, a partial collapse of the glass ceiling in Kyoto station 
led to several injuries, while on the roads strong winds flipped several moving vehicles 
onto their side and almost dragged a large truck off a bridge and into the ocean.

Just two days after Typhoon Jebi struck Japan’s western coast, a 6.6 magni-
tude earthquake rocked Japan’s northern island, leaving at least 39 dead, two 
missing, and 641 injured. The earthquake left over three million residents, as well 
as power stations and the Tomari nuclear plant, without power, but over half the 
residents had their power restored by Friday. Landslides and powerful aftershocks  
followed the initial shock that occurred at 3:08 AM JST, leaving the rural community of  
Atsuma unrecognizable.

Typhoon Jebi also delayed the launch of a Japanese cargo ship to the international 
space station, which was supposed to occur on Sept. 10, but high winds typical of 
a typhoon caused it to be postponed.
(Sources: CNN, The Guardian)

all photos courtesy wikimedia commons


