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by Reagan McCluskey
News Editor

As people around the world celebrated the begin-
ning of fall, two record-setting natural disasters 
struck Palu, Indonesia.  On the afternoon of Sept. 28, 
the city of Palu experienced a 7.5 magnitude earth-
quake. This unexpected earthquake ripped through 
the streets, tearing down buildings by the block. A 
short fifteen minutes after the alarming earthquake, 
a tsunami struck the coast. Enormous 20-foot waves 
rolled into the once peaceful city of Palu, delivering 
another blow to the already horrific scene. 

Immediately after the natural disasters, search 
and rescue teams worked around the clock in an 
effort to help people in need of assistance. Rescuers 
concluded that the two disasters killed over 2,000 
people. In a Time article, Eli Meixler explained, 
“Survivors will feel the consequences for years: 
some 74,000 people lost their homes and will live 
in refugee camp-like settlements for the foreseeable 
future.” Due to this unpredictable event, casualties 
increased and citizens of the city had to piece their 
lives back together.

Although this event received worldwide atten-
tion, it is common for Indonesia to experience 
natural disasters since the country is located on a 
geographical area known as the Ring of Fire. In an 
article by Indonesia Investments, “Being located on 
the Ring of Fire (an area with high degree of tectonic 
activity), Indonesia has to cope with the constant 
risk of volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, floods, 
and tsunamis.” Since Indonesia is prone to natural 
disasters, search and rescue personnel must always 
be ready in case unwanted events strike.

 One major factor that contributed to the high 
number of deaths was the elasticity in the ground. 

Nikki Haley steps down from UN ambassador position
by Esther Sun
World Editor

Nikki Haley announced on Oct. 9 that she would resign at the end 
of the year as the United States’ United Nations ambassador. Though 
this came as a sudden shock to many White House officials, President 
Trump said that he had been aware of Ms. Haley’s decision as early as 
six months ago, when she told him she wanted to step down at the 
two year anniversary of the Trump administration.

President Trump is considering five possible successors for Haley’s 
position, on which he will officially decide in the upcoming weeks. The 
most probable replacement is Dina Powell, a former deputy national 
security advisor who left the administration last year. He did not 
identify the names of the other four contenders. While speaking to 
the press, Trump also commented that he thought his daughter Ivanka 
Trump “would be dynamite” at the job, but he’d never choose her 
because he’d be “accused of nepotism.” 

Other high-profile names that people speculate are being taken into 
consideration include Kelly Knight Craft, US ambassador to Canada, 
Jamie McCourt, US ambassador to France and Monaco, Richard Grenell, 
former US ambassador to Germany, and  Brian Hook, special envoy to 
Iran. Though Trump didn’t specifically mention any names as serious 
candidates other than Dina Powell, he said, “We have many people 
that are very, very much interested in doing it.”

Some speculated that Haley’s motivations for leaving stemmed from 
hostility with National Security Advisor John Bolton and Secretary 

of State Mike Pompeo over differing stances on foreign policy. Others 
believe she was opting for another position where she could make more 
money, or that she simply wanted to spend more time with her family.

During her career as the U.N. ambassador, Haley earned a formidable 
reputation for sharp rhetoric and hard-line stances, and she quickly 
became a star member of the Trump administration. In a press meet-
ing after her resignation announcement, Trump praised her, saying, 
“[She] has been very special to me, she’s done an incredible job, she’s 
a fantastic person.” 

Haley also maintained decent approval ratings across the board, 
even from Democrats. A Quinnipiac University poll earlier this year 
revealed that 63 percent of American voters approved of her job, includ-
ing 75% of Republicans, 55 percent of Democrats, and 63 percent of 
independents. On a Fox Business news broadcast, John Hannah, former 
advisor to Vice President Dick Cheney, described Haley as “certainly 
the highest-profile woman in this administration.” 

A former Republican governor of South Carolina, Haley’s notable 
actions on the state level include becoming the first female governor 
of South Carolina and removing the Confederate flag from the state 
Capitol grounds, despite controversy. 

As the public face of the US’s foreign policy, Haley engaged in talks 
with North Korea over denuclearization, pulled the US out of the trade 
deal with Iran, moved the US embassy to Jerusalem, and worked to 
improve dialogue with Russia. “It was a blessing to go into the U.N. 
with body armor every day and defend America, and I’ll always do 
that,” Haley said as she reflected on the past two years.
(Sources: CNN, ABC News, NY Times, The Atlantic, Quinnipiac  
University poll)

Disasters rack Indonesia
Bard Wilkinson, from CNN, defined the term as 
“soil liquefaction, a process occurring when 
soil becomes saturated with water, causing it 
to erupt into tumultuous torrents, as it did on 
Friday, shifting and tumbling buildings.” Soil 
liquefaction does not act as normal soil; instead 
it turns the soil into a river. Jonathan Stewart, 
a professor of environmental engineering at 
UCLA further stated, “Liquefaction occurs when 
loose sandy soils with shallow groundwater are 
subjected to sudden loading such as shaking 
from an earthquake,” warning people that soil 
liquefaction has a tendency to move entire 
buildings down the street. 

As more reports of missing people and casu-
alties surface, the people of Palu must come 
together and support each other in this time 
of need. After gaining a foothold, people must 
rebuild their lives and communities. 
(Sources: CNN, TIME, Indonesia Investments, Reuters)

DOUBLE DISASTER: Many residents lost their homes.

by Andy Braham
National Editor

The North American Free Trade Agreement, or 
NAFTA, signed originally in 1994, underwent revisions 
by leaders in all three countries that were involved. In 
official statements, Mexico, Canada, and the US agreed 
to form a new trade agreement under the name US 
Mexico Canada Agreement. 

President Trump ran on renegotiating NAFTA in 
favor of a more “America First” trade policy and  made 
numerous attempts in the last year to begin the slow 
process of developing another agreement. Trump warned 
against the threat of Chinese trade competition in partic-
ular, which he says the new agreement will address. His 
National Economic Advisor, Larry Kudlow, said during a 
press conference, “There is a trade coalition of the willing 
that is going to fix a lot of broke areas of international 
trade [by] getting on the same page and co-operating. 
And that coalition will stand up to China.”

The USMCA increased provisions for labor unions 
in all three countries and added  new restrictions on 
automobile manufacturing. Not only will 65 percent of 
automobile parts in vehicles shipped to the US have 
to be made in North America, but vehicles made in 
Mexico or Canada will be required to be manufactured 
in factories paying a minimum wage of 16 dollars an 
hour. The Trump administration said this will level the 
playing field between the three countries that have very 
different labor and wage regulations. 

Many industries, particularly those related to agri-
culture, worried that a new deal would implement tariffs 
on goods that previously enjoyed little to no trade barri-
ers. NAFTA had allowed for almost completely free trade 
on corn, soy, and other significant agricultural products, 
including fertilizers and pesticides. The USMCA would 
enact nearly the same policy on this economic sector. 

In response to criticism that the new deal is too sim-
ilar to the original, Trump said, “It’s not NAFTA redone. 
It’s a brand-new deal.” Later that night, Trump tweeted 
“Late last night, our deadline, we reached a wonderful 
new Trade Deal with Canada, to be added into the deal 
already reached with Mexico. The new name will be The 
United States Mexico Canada Agreement, or USMCA. It 
is a great deal for all three countries, solves the many... 
deficiencies and mistakes in NAFTA, greatly opens mar-
kets to our Farmers and Manufacturers, reduces Trade 
Barriers to the US and will bring all three Great Nations 
together in competition with the rest of the world. The 
USMCA is a historic transaction!”

Surprisingly, Mexico debated the naming of the 
agreement. The Mexican constitution gives their exec-
utive branch the ability to make treaties and defined 
agreements as a different matter. The soon-to-be presi-
dent of Mexico, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, tweeted 
an online poll which included T-MEC and TEMECA as 
possible alternative names.
(Sources: Vox, CNBC, FOX, Washington Post)

Trump alters NAFTA deal

TRILATERAL: The deal involves US, Canada, and Mexico.

by Quincy Marks
Media Production Editor

As numerous sexual abuse scandals within the 
Catholic Church have come to light, Pope Francis’ 
popularity has declined drastically. Sexual assaults 
have placed the Catholic Church in crisis as outcries 
arose from Catholics in Germany, the United States, 
Chile, and Australia.

A report from the University of Giessen in Heidel-
berg, Germany, released in Sept. stated that members 
of the Catholic clergy abused 3,677 people between 
1946 and 2014. The report states that the victims 
were mainly boys, with half of them 13 years of age 
or younger. The report involved 1,670 clergy members 
and one sixth of the assaults included rape. 

In the US, a grand jury in Pennsylvania released 
a report stating that six dioceses sexually abused 
around 1,000 children from 1947 to present day. In 
addition, Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganó claimed that 
he informed the pope of sexual abuse committed by 
Cardinal McCarrick in 2013, and yet the pope failed to 
take action. In his testimony about the abuse, Viganó 
wrote, “In any case, the pope learned about it from me 
on June 23, 2013, and continued to cover for him.” At 
the end of the testimony, Viganó wrote, “Pope Francis 
must be the first to set a good example for cardinals 
and bishops who covered up McCarrick’s abuses and 
resign along with all of them.” 

In Chile, all 34 bishops offered to resign after 
the pope received a 2,300 page report about sexual 
abuse scandals in Chile. Currently, Chilean prosecutors 
are investigating more than 120 clergy members for 
sexual abuse.

Earthquake strikes Haiti
Australia’s Royal Commision worked for five years 

to release a report about clergy abuse. From 1980 to 
2018, 4,440 people claimed they were sexually abused 
by an Australian clergy member.

Pope Francis left many Catholics’ questions about 
the sexual assault claims unanswered. In a letter written 
to all Roman Catholics, the pope apologized to those 
who endured sexual assault by clergy members. How-
ever, many people said that the pope’s letter was not 
enough and that it wouldn’t help change anything. In 
response to the letter, Anne Barrett-Doyle, the director 
of the abuse tracking website wrote that there must be 
“more actions, less words.”

Cardinal Donald Wuerl set the example for church 
leaders as he resigned on Sept. 21 due to allegations 
that he covered up assaults. Many Catholics around 
the world hope that, in the future, authorities will 
continue to uncover dangerous clergy members, as 
well as punish those who commit acts of sexual assault 
against children. 
(Sources: CNN, BBC, NBC)

Pope’s popularity plunges
by Alaina Fox
World Editor

On Oct. 6 at 8:11 PM, an earthquake with a 5.9 
magnitude struck northwest Haiti. Though the exact 
numbers are still uncertain, the current death toll 
reached 11 people, with over 100 others injured. Most 
fatalities resulted from collapsed buildings, including 
a church, an auditorium, and a hospital. The earth-
quake took place approximately eleven miles off 
shore, and was only around seven miles deep. The 
Dominican Republic, a neighboring country, also felt 
the earthquake, but was mostly unaffected. 

An aftershock of 5.2 magnitude followed on Oct. 
7, destroying more homes and prompting people to 
sleep outside rather than inside their houses. 

In 2010, a 7.0 earthquake devastated the nation, 
killing hundreds of thousands of people. As a result, 
this earthquake caused widespread panic. The pros-
pect of repeat devastation terrified those who remem-
bered the previous catastrophic event. In hopes of 
reducing anxiety, the Haitian president, Jovenel 
Moïse, tweeted, “I urge the population to keep 
calm, following the passage of the earthquake... The 
risk management system and the regional branches 
of the Civil Protection are on standby to assist the 
inhabitants of the affected areas.”

The earthquake impacted the areas of Port-au-
Prince, Port-de-Paix, Plaisance, Gros-Morne, Chan-
solme, and Tortuga the most severely. Port-au-Prince, 
the Haitian capital, also suffered significantly damage 
in the 2010 earthquake.

Haiti’s Civil Protection Agency sent food and 
medical supplies to Port-au-Prince and other 
places where the earthquake’s effect was colossal. 
However, intense rainfall made it difficult for first 
responders to access people, particularly those in 
mountainous locations. Additionally, poverty in 
the country resulted in poorly built houses made 
from stones or mud bricks, which meant they were 
quick to collapse once the earthquake started. 
These circumstances contributed to the high 
number of injuries and the overall destruction 
throughout the nation.

Organizations such as Mercy Corps attempted 
to aid Haiti, particularly in its poorest areas. How-
ever, regardless of the amount of help Haitians 
receive, it is certain that this disastrous occur-
rence will impact citizens’ lives for years to come.
(Sources: NY Times, The Guardian, Reuters, Bri-
tannica, USA Today)

HONOR OF A LIFETIME: Haley served as the U.N. ambassador for two years.

POPE-ULARITY TANKS: Pope Francis openly apologized.

IN RUINS: The earthquake demolished buildings.

all photos courtesy wikimedia commons


