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After the chaos of finals, as well as the stress of the first semester 
and potential college applications, you may finally relax and feel the 
relief of winter break. In order to get in the holiday spirit, try some of 
these activities around the Bay Area instead of sitting at home all day. 

San Jose Christmas in the Park: Make your way down to the 
Plaza de Cesar Chavez in San Jose for ice skating, hot chocolate, and 
sidewalks covered in Christmas decorations. You can also find nightly 
entertainment and a giant Christmas tree covered in lights. The park 
is open to the public and is free to attend. While there, children are 
welcome to take their picture with Santa. 

Ice Skating: In addition to the ice skating available at Christmas 
in the Park in San Jose, you can take a day trip to San Francisco  and 
go to either Union Square or the California Academy of Sciences, or 
even drive over the hill to the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk to enjoy 
this holiday activity.

Movies: If you turn on the TV and flip through the channels, 
you’ll most likely find holiday movies, like Home Alone or Elf,  playing 
throughout the entire month. Popular channels often include ABC, 
Lifetime, and Hallmark, but you can always check Netflix which is 
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Remember Musical.ly? Ever wonder about the 
infamous lip-synching app’s sudden disappearance 
over the summer? Many assumed that the internet 
trolls that plagued the app finally succeeded in 
ending the cringey trend once and for all. Others 
are convinced it went bank-
rupt.

Despite the conspir-
acy theories that come 
about from the confusion 
surrounding Musical.ly’s 
abrupt hiatus, in actual-
ity, the app is indeed still 
around. In fact, it’s more 
successful than ever 
before. After four years 
of being independant, 
on Nov. 9, 2017, Musi-
cal.ly was sold for one 
billion dollars to a small 
Chinese-owned com-
pany called ByteDance. 
From there, Musical.ly 
was merged with another 
lip-synching app known as Tik 
Tok. The combination of the two eventually became 
Tik Tok 2.0. 

To the traditional businessman, per-
haps it would seem unwise to invest one bil-
lion dollars on an app that lets thirteen-year-
olds lip synch to trap music. However, after a 
huge rebranding campaign, the app has had  
great success. 

Currently, the new Tik Tok has over 800 million 
downloads in over 150 countries, 80 million of 
which are in the US alone. Recently, Tik Tok sur-
passed Uber as the most valuable tech startup on 

the market, and is now valued at over $75 billion 
dollars. As the number one free app available in 
the app store, Tik Tok is ahead of Twitter, YouTube, 
and even Facebook and Instagram. 

The app’s viral success has not gone unno-
ticed. In Nov., Facebook created Lasso, a blatant 
rip-off of Tik Tok. With all the same features as 

Tik Tok, Lasso users can make 
15 second videos lip syncing 
or dancing to music, as well 
as act out famous scenes 
from TV shows and movies in 
so-called “comedy sketches.” 
However, so far Lasso has 
failed to match Tik Tok’s  
incredible success. 

Ever since Tik Tok blew 
up, a wave of internet trolls 
took it upon themselves 
to humiliate every cringey 
lip-synching video made 
by a clueless ten-year-old. 
One of the most widespread 
trends that has fallen into 
the hands of said trolls is 

known as the ‘hit or miss chal-
lenge,’ where users lip-synch to the ‘Mia Khalifa 
Diss Track.’ In another trend that’s recently caught 
on, users record themselves lip synching to a duet 
about the video game Overwatch, singing lyrics 
along the lines of “Maybe I’ll be Tracer / I’m 
already Tracer / What about Widowmaker? / I’m 
already Widowmaker” and so on. 

Will Tik Tok be able to sustain its success? 
Only time will tell. Until then, look forward to 
the baffling Tik Tok challenges that will inevitably 
come about in the very near future. 
(Sources: The Verge, Softonic, Washington Post, 
CNN, Mashable)

home to many holiday favorites. Venture to the movie theater where 
you can see the new version of the holiday classic The Grinch, starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch, or a unique spin on the original Nutcracker 
titled The Nutcracker and the Four Realms.

Fantasy of Lights: For only 20 dollars, you can drive 
through Vasona Park and witness its huge light dis-
plays. The light displays feature an array of different 
colored LED lights and formations  Be sure to buy 
your tickets online now as they often sell out 
fast. Inside the park there is also a music station 
where you can sing along to the holiday classics 
while you wait in line. Fantasy of Lights is open 
until Dec. 30, so you can even go after Christmas. 

Gingerbread Houses: If you want to stay in 
one night or have a friendly competition between 
family or friends, try decorating gingerbread houses. 
You can buy the premade houses that only require assembling and 
decorating at your typical grocery store, which makes for an even 
easier process. To mix it up from the traditional icing and candies, 
try finding different forms of glue like melted marshmallows, or even 
use fun cereals as unique decorations.

Gift Exchange: Looking to do something fun with your friends? 
Organize a gift exchange ahead of time by picking names out of a hat 

and then guessing who gave each gift that night. For a more 
last minute plan, have everyone bring a gift, either funny 
or practical, and then do a white elephant. Go around in a 

circle taking turns receiving gifts; when it’s your turn, 
either open a new gift or steal the Christmas tree 
sweater from your friend across the room.

The Nutcracker: Besides watching the new 
movie, The Nutcracker and the Four Realms, try 
seeing it live in San Jose or San Francisco. San 
Jose will host their 53rd annual performances of the 
Nutcracker with the accompaniment of the Cambrian 
Symphony’s 52-piece orchestra on Dec. 15 at 2 PM 

and 7:30 PM and Dec. 16 at 2 PM. If you and your 
family and friends want to travel to San Francisco for 

the day, after ice skating you could catch a showing of the Nutcracker 
at the War Memorial Opera House. Shows run until the 29 of Dec., so to 
check for times of the showings and to buy tickets, visit their website.
(Sources: Christmas in the Park, Bay Area Parent, See California, Santa 
Cruz Life, San José, SJ Nutcracker, SF Ballet)
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Rain has finally started pouring and people are bundling up for 
the holiday season! It’s the time of the year when Starbucks 
lovers are most happy; people around the world are blessed 
with wonderfully warm holiday-themed beverages stewing 
in attractive holiday cups. This year there are also new 
holiday-themed treats that customers can snack on and 
merchandise they can buy as gifts for themselves or others.

On Nov. 1, Starbucks released the 2018 collection of holiday 
cups. The release includes four different designs: Stargyle, 
Espresso Houndstooth, Stripes, and Flora. The Stargyle design 
was inspired by the star in the Starbucks logo, resulting in 
a green cup featuring an intertwined diamond shape with 
white stars in every one. Espresso Houndstooth displays an 
exciting red and white flame pattern. The Stripe cup has 
different shades of red, pink, and white stripes around 
the outside of the cup. Finally, the Flora cup shows pastel 
green leaves and groupings of red berries to remind drinkers 
of mistletoe.

With the release of the holiday cups came the release of Star-
bucks’ winter beverages. Like past years, Starbucks is celebrating 
the return of the Toasted White Chocolate Mocha, Caramel Brulee 
Latte, Chestnut Praline Latte, Gingerbread Latte, Eggnog Latte, and 

fan favorite Peppermint Mocha. All of these drinks are available to 
customers as hot, iced, or frappuccino beverages. Also, a pro-tip for 

the coffee lovers who enjoy the Peppermint Mocha, but feel like 
it is too chocolatey, ask for a Latte with 2 pumps of Pep-

permint sauce and the product is the perfect mix of coffee 
and peppermint. For those who wish to 
spend less money and time going to their 
nearest Starbucks joint or need a nice gift 

for their fellow coffee-lover, customers 
can purchase their own Starbucks coffee 

blends for at-home brewing. The selection 
of beans to buy include the Holiday Blend, 

Espresso Roast, and, offered in decaf as well, 
Christmas Blend.

To go with customers’ holiday drinks, Starbucks 
released their featured holiday food, introducing 

never before seen confections. The new foods avail-
able include the Chocolate Swirl Brioche, Pistachio 
Honey Croissant, and Sugarplum Cheese Danish. Along-
side the new foods are the returning treats from past 
years: Gingerbread Loaf, Penguin Cake Pop, Peppermint 
Brownie Cake Pop, Snowman Cookie, Cranberry Bliss Bar, 
Carved Ham and Swiss Breakfast Sandwich, and Holiday 
Turkey Panini.

Tik Tok valued at $85 billion
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Starbucks introduces seasonal cups, drinks, and treats
Not only does Starbucks know how to satisfy your coffee and 

food needs, but they also know how to provide the perfect holiday 
gifts. On Nov. 2, Starbucks handed out a limited supply of reusable 
red cups to customers. Those who were gifted the cup can return 
to a Starbucks store with their limited-edition reusable cup and 

get 50 cents off of their drink, available until 
Jan. 7. In addition to Starbucks’ act of kind-
ness, they are offering holiday gifts from 
past years, and new ones too, both available 
in store and online. New gift-card designs 
have been released for purchase and are also 
accessible online as e-cards for easy delivery 
to friends and family. Starbucks is also selling 
temperature-controlled Ember mugs, in white 
and black for both the travel and ceramic mug, 
and a limited-edition collection featuring an 
ornament, notebook, pencil pouch, ceramic mug, 
travel cup, and cold cup, produced in collabora-
tion with ban.do.

With this wide variety of new cup designs, bev-
erages, food, blends, and merchandise, Starbucks is 
exceeding consumer expectations during this 2018 
holiday season.
(Sources: Starbucks Newsroom, Delish, CNBC)

by Lexi Kupor
Media Production Editor

Jonas Brothers fans, prepare yourselves: 
on Dec. 1, Nick Jonas married Priyanka Chopra 
at the Umaid Bhawan Palace in Jodhpur, India 
– Chopra’s home country – in the midst of a  
multi-day extravaganza.

The couple’s lavish wed-
ding weekend blended 
both families’ culture 
and religion. On Nov. 30, 
the two held a Mehendi 
Ceremony, a traditional 
Indian ritual, where Chopra 
received intricate henna 
designs on her hands 
and feet. Jonas joined 
in on the tattoos as 
well. That night, Jonas 
and Chopra, along with 
their 225 guests, took 
part in a Sangeet, an 
additional Indian wedding 
tradition that featured musi-
cal dance performances from  
both families.

The next day included a Christian wedding 
ceremony in which Paul Kevin Jonas Sr., Jonas’ 
father, married the couple. Chopra shocked her 
fiancé and guests alike with a 
75-foot veil, along with her 
hand-beaded and embroi-
dered Ralph Lauren dress. 
Madhu, Chopra’s mother, 
walked her down the aisle, as 
her father passed away from cancer 
in 2013.

Just as the celebration seemed to be 
coming to an end, a Hindu nuptial ceremony 

took place that Sunday. Chopra stated that it “was 
unbelievably special” to be given the opportunity 
to have two weddings. Finally, a Bidaai ended the 
festivities, in which the bride’s family granted 
blessings for Chopra’s new married life. 

Jonas proposed in July of this year after 
a reported two months of dating. Their 

relationship began when Jonas sent 
Chopra a direct message via Twit-

ter in Sept. 2016. Since then, 
Jonas, now 26, and Chopra, 

now 36, have made several public  
appearances together.

Jonas first found his claim to 
fame through the Jonas Brothers, 
an early-2000s band comprised 
of Jonas and two of his siblings: 
Kevin and Joseph ‘Joe’ Jonas. 
Unbeknownst to many fans, 
the trio has a fourth brother, 
Frankie, who was in attendance 
at the wedding along with Kevin 
and Joe. 
Chopra also has a musical 

history, and she became the first 
Bollywood actress to receive a prime-

time American TV show leading role after joining 
the Quantico cast. In 2000, Chopra was crowned 
Miss India and later Miss World, both at the age of 

17. Despite her friendship with the 
recently-married Meghan Markle, 
Markle was unable to travel to India 
for Chopra’s wedding.
Fans eagerly look forward to the 

couple’s future endeavors. If there’s one 
thing viewers have learned from this spec-

tacular celebration, it’s that it’s clearly time to 
take their dream wedding plans up a notch.
(Sources: People, CNN, US Weekly, IMDb, NDTV)
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