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by Madeline King
News Editor

Aretha Franklin, popularly 
referred to as the “Queen of 
Soul,” died on Aug. 16 at the 
age of 76 of pancreatic cancer. 

In the 1960s, Franklin pro-
duced several hits including “(You 
Make Me Feel Like) A Natural 
Woman” and her signature cover of 
Otis Redding’s “Respect.” Franklin 
had over 100 singles hit the Bill-
board charts, including 17 Top 10 
pop singles over the span of her 
five-decade career. She received 18 
competitive Grammy Awards, and, in 
1994, received a lifetime achievement award. Among 
her other accomplishments, Franklin was the first 
woman honored by the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
and sang at Barack Obama’s inauguration in 2009. 

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1942, Franklin 
found her musical roots in gospel. Growing up in 
Baptist churches, the artist sang in her father’s 
church choir, recording 
her first gospel album 
at 14. Later, she also 
drew inspiration from a 
number of other musical 
genres, including R&B, 
jazz, pop, and disco.

At her day-long funeral 
on Aug. 31, Atlanta eulo-
gist Rev. Jasper Williams Jr. 
spoke for close to an hour, 
followed by performances 
by Stevie Wonder, Ariana 
Grande, and more. However, 
Franklin’s nephew Vaughn 
Franklin criticized Williams 
for his use of the televised 

by Madeline Pollock
Culture Editor
    Ahhh, Fall! The season of pumpkin spice, 
freshly fallen leaves, and sweater 
weather. After months of 
heat and sunshine, it 
is time to welcome 
the new season 
properly. There is 
no other way to do 
so, than with an 
updated wardrobe! 
   This year, the fall 
trends cover more than just 
the basics. Sure, neutral tones, leather, and 
fur are totally in style, but in a revamped, 
statement-making way, and nothing 
makes a statement like leapord print. For 
an effortless, yet sophisticated look, pair 
leopard printed ballet flats or sneakers with 
denim jeans, a comfy white t-shirt, and gold 
hoops. Want a bolder statement? Try a leopard 
printed skirt with a black long-sleeve shirt, 
and a pair of gold hoops. A hint of this 
print will instantly transform your 
outfit. For a quick fix, add a leopard 
printed scarf, a printed belt, or a 
printed coat.
     If leopard print 
is not your 
thing, fear 
not. There 
a r e  m o r e 
pat te rns  to 
embrace! Plaid and tweed are so 
in this season. This is not your 
traditional Catholic-school plaid – 
we are talking bold colors and largely 
printed plaid. Simply pair a plaid skirt w i t h 
a mono-colored t-shirt or a band-inspired tee. 

El Gato Recommends: New Food, Shows, and Podcasts
     Getting Curious Podcast: While many avid 
Netflix-bingers may recognize gay legend 
Jonathan Van Ness from the recent 
reboot of Queer Eye, Van Ness is more 
than just a reality TV star. As the host 
of the hit podcast Getting Curious, Van 
Ness explores topics from the Romanov 
family to how to cut suicide rates 
among LGBTQ+ youth. However, Van 
Ness doesn’t do it alone; each episode, 
he hosts experts, celebrities, or fellow 
curious friends to discuss each topic 
with him. Spice up your life with Van 
Ness’ sassy asides and satiate your 
curiosity with diverse topics each 
week.                         
-Sophie Kroesche, Editor-in-Chief

Explained: Vox News brings modern 
topics to light in their new, informational Netflix Original, 
“Explained.” Each week, a fifteen minute episode covers a 
topic that is relevant to our daily lives. The show not only 
explains contemporary concepts like the stock market and 
the racial wealth gap, but it has episodes focused on subjects 
you never thought you’d need to know about. Episodes on 
the evolution of K-Pop, the history of the exclamation point, and the 
complexity of cricket are what make this new show so entertaining, 

service to deliver a “dis-
tasteful” political mes-
sage. In his speech Wil-
liams spoke out against 

black on black violence 
and trivialized the black 
lives matter movement, 
mentioning, “Black lives 
must not matter until 
black people start respect-
ing black lives and stop 
killing ourselves.” The 
reverend also made the 

assumption that a black 
woman is incapable of raising a 

black man on her own, which many on social 
media took as an offense to the singer he was 
eulogizing, as Franklin raised four boys as a single 
mother. “He spoke for 50 minutes and at no time 
did he properly eulogize her,” the singer’s nephew 
said on behalf of his family. Williams continues 
to defend his position, but says he respects the 
Franklin family’s opinion, stating, “I understand 

it. I regret it. But I’m sorry 
they feel that way.”

Frank l in  leaves 
behind a lasting impact 
on popular music and 
the legacy of her suc-
cessful career, inspiring 
generations of love and 
independence. Mary J. 
Blige stated, “Aretha is 
a gift from God. When 
it comes to expressing 
yourself through song, 
there is no one who 
can touch her. She is 
the reason why women       
want to sing.”

Rock a pair of plaid ballet flats, a plaid blazer, a plaid 
shirt-dress, or a plaid sweater. Also, embrace your 
inner Chanel with a touch of tweed this autumn. A 
tweed midi-skirt with a simple tee, a tweed blazer 

with boyfriend jeans, or tweed pants with a 
cropped sweater easily conquer this trend! 

     What would fall be without 
leather? This fall staple 
is making an appearance 
in some unconventional 
ways. Style a pair of 
leather boots with denim 
jeans and an oversized 
sweater, a leather dress 
with Adidas sneakers, 
or a leather skirt with a 

cropped sweater. 
     Embrace the season 

of “sweater weather” in comfy, 
classic knitted sweaters. Oversized, novelty printed, 
cropped, beige, colorful, and comfy–all sweater 
styles, including cardigans, are in. Rock a printed 

sweater with leggings, Adidas 
sneakers, and bold earrings. 

Also, layer a cardigan 
over a midi-length 
dress or pair with 
tweed printed pants 
for a perfect fall 
outfit.  
 Last ly,  do not 

forget about a fall clas-
sic: faux fur! It’s warm, cozy, 

versatile, and oh-so stylish! This 
one piece will instantly elevate any look by 

layering a cropped faux fur coat over a basic white 
tee and jeans or pair it with a leather skirt. 
Go tour through your closet, locate your fall staples, 
and embrace this season’s trends. As always, happy 
styling!

Brown and Patterson critique dance shows
by Delaney Brown and Alis Patterson
People Editor and Production Editor

World of Dance and So You Think You Can Dance have captivated the 
dance community this summer. Both competitions are high-grossing 
TV programs that run from the early summer to the beginning of fall. 
The shows allow for viewers to look at the dance community in a new 
light, make the dance community more accessible to non-dancers, and 
give their contestants more exposure. This, in turn, gives a lot of the 
competitors more job opportunities. For example, competitors have 
gone on to be a Beyonce backup dancer, a DJ for Ellen DeGeneres, 

and a Glee cast member. World of Dance broadcasts on NBC and So You 
Think You Can Dance can be viewed on Fox. 

World Of Dance returned for its second season on May 29, and will 
continue through early fall. The new show boasts high profile judges, 
including Jennifer Lopez, Ne-Yo, and Derek Hough. Many viewers 
speculate whether this panel can properly judge dancers, mostly 
saying J-Lo and Ne-Yo are not qualified or practiced enough to give 
fair critiques. These two judges mostly give 
their scores based on tricks rather than 
quality of movement. As a result, they 
are under attack from audience members 
for having obvious favorites. 

The only judge not under fire is Derek 
Hough, a professional dancer who has been 
trained in all styles of dance. He gives each contes-
tant specific and useful advice to improve their skill 
sets and and the quality of their routines.The show 
also has a new and innovative way to eliminate con-
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testants. They have a system that changes 
with every episode until there is only a top 
three. The top three battle to the death 
in the last episode for one million dollars. 

So You Think You Can Dance has been 
thrilling viewers for fifteen seasons and, 
although the show is basically a classic for 
lovers of dance and drama alike, the show has 
changed from its typical system. Instead of 
getting rid of one contestant per episode, the 
show is now intensifying the season by elimi-
nating two contestants per show. By cutting the 
number of contestants in half, it also cuts the number 
of episodes in the season in half. Some viewers find much to be desired 
with the shorter season, as there is not as much of a connection with 
the dancers themselves. This leads to fewer viewers, which also means 
fewer voters and explains why the number of viewers from the past 

season has dropped twenty-two percent. 
This also could have been due 

to the fact that this season didn’t 
include previous contestants on the 

show, other than in one episode. A 
huge draw of the show is getting to see 

the audience’s favorite dancers take to the stage 
again. The audience doesn’t have too much to miss 

though because judges Mary Murphy and Nigel Lyth-
goe are back again as an iconic facet of the show. An 

old dancer from the show, tWitch, also stars as a judge 

this season, to the delight of many. Sadly, 
Vanessa Hudgens also made her return 

this season only to face criticism similar 
to J-Lo and Ne-Yo because of her obvious 

lack of dance-related knowledge. 
Overall, these two shows have had a large 

impact on the dance community, and have 
provided entertainment for many people watch-

ing at home. Although some of the changes to So 
You Think You Can Dance and some of the debates 

surrounding World of Dance have caused controversy 
in the audience, both shows still remain a favorite 

to many.
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while still communicating modern 
information to the public.

- Erin Grasty,Editor-in-Chief
    Bloom: Up-and-

coming pop music artist Troye 
Sivan released his long awaited 

album “Bloom” on Aug. 31. The 
talented 23-year-old’s third record fea-

tures a compilation of ten delicate, trans-
parent tunes about his life as a young homosexual 
man. Touching lyrics and unique melodies combine 
to create the quintessence of emotional vulner-
ability in this unprecedented release. Although 
Sivan’s dedicated fanbase has worked to bring 
him the recognition he deserves, “Bloom,” 

coupled with his past albums, “Blue Neigh-
borhood” and “TRXYE,” is sure to captivate young 
music-lovers everywhere.
- Jamie Blough, Center Editor  

     We Are Okay: Winner of the 2018 
Michael L. Printz Award, We Are Okay, 

by Nina LaCour, portrays grief and emo-
tional turmoil in a beautifully written story. It 

follows the life of Marin, a girl living at college over 
the winter holidays and preparing for the arrival of her 
best friend, Mabel, whom she hasn’t spoken to in months. 

LaCour packs a breaktaking punch in her novel about human 
error, the complications of grief, and the ability of human 
connection to heal us.
- Tatum Jenkins, Editor-in-Chief

     The Source: The Source, nestled in the heart of 
Willow Glen, is the new favorite place for satisfying foodie 

cravings without sacrificing the calories. Featuring vegan 
and gluten-free dishes, The Source offers everything from 
fresh pressed juices, to coffee, acai bowls, salads, and 
donuts. While waiting for their orders, customers can check 

out cute water bottles, natural skincare products, and 
motivational books. I highly recommend ordering 

their vegan donut and a smoothie before taking 
a stroll around the quaint downtown area.
- Gabrielle Pollock, Opinion Editor
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