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At face value, it may seem that YouTube 
has little substance beyond Fort-
nite gameplays and cinnamon 
challenges, but Junior Gabe 
Barhydt is proof that the 
site has a lot to offer. By 
carefully watching videos 
that musicians have posted 
online, Barhydt success-
fully taught himself to 
play the piano and the 
guitar, and now writes his 
own music. 

Barhydt’s ambition dates 
all the way back to his early 
years in middle school. In sixth 
grade he attempted to learn an 
instrument the traditional way, but 
it only took a few piano lessons for him to 
realize that it wasn’t for him. Instead of giving up,  
after a couple of years had passed, Barhydt decided 
to give piano another try, and took to the internet 
and found videos of people playing the piano. By 
watching tutorials and copying the hand positions 
he saw in videos, he was able to learn by himself. 
Over the course of six years, Barhydt made incredible 
progress, and currently plays at a high-level with 
pieces like Debussy’s Claire de Lune. 

Mastering one instrument wasn’t enough to 
satiate Barhydt’s musical ambition. Not long after 
Barhydt picked up playing the piano, his friend, 
Junior Liam Hoole, convinced him to learn to play 
the guitar. “I saw how dedicated Liam was to his 
music, and I was so inspired by his passion.” 

Although music is one of his greatest passions, 
Barhydt’s creativity extends far beyond the realm of 
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playing instruments to visual arts such as film 
and photography. His exceptional editing skills 
and camera work has gained him a reputation 

for video production. From making short 
films with his friends to editing 

videos for the yearbook class, Bar-
hydt’s contributions are prolific 

and diverse.
Between juggling school, 

music, and filming, Barhydt 
somehow manages to find 
time to hang out with his 
friends. Like Barhydt, this 
group is full of creative 
personalities. “They’re all 

extremely talented, outgoing, 
and accepting,” said Barhydt. 

“When I look at them, I think, 
‘That’s the kind of person I want 

to be.’ I don’t think they really under-
stand how much I admire them, but, when 

I think about it, they’re the people I look up 
to the most.”  

Upon meeting Barhydt, his creative and 
passionate personality immediately shines 
through. Keep an eye out for a five-foot-ten 
blonde humming a tune from AJR – he’s bound 
to accomplish great things. 

Barhydt expresses talent in music

by Ethan Sanders
Humor Editor

When he’s not putting goals away in the pool for the water polo 
team, you can find well-traveled senior Cooper Powell in South Amer-
ica aiding communities in need or even forging his own language. For 
the second year in a row, Powell is one of the captains of the varsity 
water polo team. Along with being a dedicated player for the school, 
Powell also competes for a local club team, San Jose Express, during 
the school’s off seasons.

Having played the sport for seven years now, water polo is a big 
part of Powell’s life; it has allowed him not only to stay in peak ath-
letic shape, but also build many treasured friendships and bonds with 
his teammates. Powell explained that aside from the enjoyment of 
playing the sport itself, “the people [he has] met through water polo 
are [his] best friends and that’s a really big part of why [he] keeps 
playing – for them.” Powell also enjoys competing on the LG varsity 
swim team when the spring sports season comes around. Similar to 
water polo, one of Powell’s favorite part of being on the swim team 
is the “community aspect of it,” and how all of the swimmers on the 
team are so supportive of one another.

Along with being physically adept, Powell is also what you could 
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consider a linguistics connoisseur. “Linguistics is not just the study 
of learning languages. Linguistics is more in line with the scientific 
study of languages, ways to systematically categorize languages, and, 
in general, the theory of languages.” Powell created a few very simple 
languages early on, but after a few years of studying and mastering 
various linguistics topics, he recently created a more realistic language 
which simulates an alternate historical scenario in which a new lan-
guage, influenced by Old Saxon and High German, developed in the 
medieval ages. Powell calls this language Northumbrish, a language he 
defines as a constructive language. Powell’s in-depth study of linguistics 
aids him in ordinary school life as he is currently enrolled in Spanish 
5 AP at LGHS and learning German during his free time. With his lin-
guistic knowledge, it’s much easier for Powell to understand concepts 
and sentence structures of the two foreign languages, even if he has 
never seen certain vocabulary or grammar before.

Powell is also an avid traveller. One of his favorite trips was when 
he lived in Coclé, Panama for six weeks in association with Amigos, a 
Latin American immersion program for  high school students that lasts 
about four to eight weeks over the summer. Powell described this trip 
as “one of the most influential experiences of [his] life.” In Panama, 
Powell spent time playing with the school kids of the village he lived 

in, in addition to teaching them important subjects such as proper 
personal hygiene and water conservation. Powell also helped his village 
remodel its local hospital by cleaning and beautifying it. Along with 
Panama, Powell has visited many other interesting countries, such as 
Italy, France, and Japan. Whenever he travels, Powell always looks 
forward to experiencing other cultures and he tries his best to immerse 
himself in that culture in order to get a glimpse of how other people 
experience life around the world.

If you can’t find Powell relaxing with his friends or smithing new 
words, you can be sure to find the charming senior in the pool, leading 
the water polo team to one of its most successful seasons to date.

by Esther Sun
World Editor

If you ever watch a volleyball game at LGHS, 
sophomore Adrina Tang is sure to catch your eye as 
she spikes the ball over the net and proudly displays 
the number 5 on her back. Being one of the varsity 
team captains as a sophomore is not Tang’s only 
impressive accomplishment; she has also played 
piano for ten years, takes several AP and Honors 
classes, and still finds time to relax and unwind by 
watching TV and hanging out with friends.

Traveling all over the country with Vision Volley-
ball Club to compete in tournaments, Tang takes the 
lead this year as one of four captains on the varsity 
girls volleyball team at LGHS. Being a captain comes 
with much responsibility, and Tang is getting used 
to having to promote high energy, both in games 
and at practice. When talking about the people who 
inspire her to work hard, she mentions first and 
foremost her volleyball coach, saying, “My coach 
always pushes me a lot and tells me, ‘You have to 
work your hardest and try your best.’”

Though Tang wants to continue playing volley-
ball in college, her long-term future career aspira-
tion is not to play professionally, but to become a 
doctor. “It’s the Asian Dream,” she explains jokingly, 
but she elaborates on a more serious note that “ever 
since [she] was little, doctors always seemed really 
cool because they save people.” Though she hasn’t 

yet had any direct educational exposure to the field 
of medicine, she has always been interested in sci-
ence and is starting a science journal at school this 
year with her friends. Tang also describes how she 
looks up to her sister, who is now a college student 
studying biology at UC Berkeley, as a role model 
for her future.

Tang was born and raised in Shanghai, China 
until her late elementary school years, though no 
one would have guessed it, considering her flawless 
English and familiarity with American culture. 
During her first few years living in Los Gatos, the 
language barrier was a difficult obstacle to overcome, 
but she adjusted well since then and flourished in 
her middle school and high school career by getting 
involved in school.

In her free time, Tang pursues creative writing, 
particularly short fiction. Though she doesn’t take 
the creative writing elective at LGHS, she still tries 
to find time to write outside of school. She seeks 
writing inspiration from “reading a lot of books,” 
because “you get to see how published authors write 
and sometimes you’re just so impressed and in awe 
that you want to be able to do something like that.” 

Whether she’s winning points for LG on the 
volleyball court or expressing her creativity through 
writing, Tang always makes use of the opportuni-
ties that come her way, and she’s sure to continue 
making her mark on the world in the years to come.

by Reegan McCluskey
News Editor

After moving from From Northern 
Europe to small town Los Gatos five 
years ago, freshman Katya Vrijen brings 
her quirky personality, love for adven-
ture, and ambitious spirit. Just over 
two months into the school year, Vrijen 
already navigates through the school as 
if she’s been here for years. You might 
see her in the halls with a bright smile 
on her face or hard at work in class. 

At nine years old, Vrijen moved from 
the Netherlands to Los Gatos. Due to 
the huge transition, Vrijen had to learn how to fit into her new fourth 
grade class at Blossom Hill Elementary School, while only speaking 
a little bit of English and having to pick up the language quickly. 
Although this task provided its challenges by plunging her into a 
completely new atmosphere, Vrijen persevered and stayed positive. In 
fact, Vrijen’s relationship with her family strengthened after their long 
distance move. She is one of six with a younger sister, an older sister, a 
dog, and her parents who love and support her through any decision. 

Starting her freshman year, Vrijen looks forward to a great year 
with her friends and succeeding in the field hockey program. Vrijen 
tried multiple sports throughout her childhood such as swimming and 

tennis, but her interests remain with field 
hockey. Vrijen began her field hockey journey 
seven years ago and to this day adores every 
minute of the competitive nature of the sport 
and team’s dynamic. Over the years she moved 
positions from field player to her current role 
as goalie on the LGHS JV team. 

When Vrijen has some extra time on the 
weekends or after school, she appreciates  
spending time outdoors. She also enjoys hiking 
and camping with her family and friends. One 
of Vrijen’s most memorable hikes took place in 
Europe when she was seven: ”It was a typical 
European hike, the kind where if you get lost 

no one will know and can’t come to help.” This one particular hike 
comes to mind because Vrijen had the opportunity go ahead of the 
group and experience a sense of independence.

When asked to describe herself in one word Vrijen responded 
with “quirky.” She also mentioned that she is not afraid of what 
others think and dances to the beat of her own drum. In order to 
facilitate this confident attitude, Vrijen has strong bonds with her 
close friends. Last year, she received heart wrenching news that 
her family friend’s little sister was diagnosed with cancer. Vrijen 
grew even closer to the family and visited whenever she had the 
time. In order to show her support and respect for her friend, 
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Vrijen shaved off all of her hair on March 15 for Saint Baldrick’s Day, 
without hesitation. This devotion to her friend speaks volume about 
Vrijen’s character and ability to form close bonds with others, and 
show individuals sympathy and compassion. 

Vrijen will shine in any room with her welcoming personality 
and witty attitude. Feel free to say hi whenever you see her whether 
that’s on the field hockey field, hard at work in the classroom, or 
hanging out with her friends. You never know; she could surprise you. 
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