
by Sasha Ryu 
Media Production Editor

Freshman Luke Pittock could teach you a thing 
or two about the importance of a strong work ethic. 
As first chair violin for the LGHS Orchestra, a fierce 
competitor on the track, court, and field, and a ded-
icated honors student, Pittock strives to challenge 
himself in every aspect of his life. 

Although Pittock had a later start to the instru-
ment, since he began playing in fifth grade, he has 
devoted hours of his time to practicing the violin 
every week. He may have begun playing several 
years after the majority of his peers, yet he was still 
selected as the strongest violinist in his class. He 
often performs high-level pieces – including Bach’s 
famous violin suites – at recitals and events orga-
nized by his studio. Although Pittock has already 
made several great accomplishments as a musician, 
he stated that he considers the violin as “more of a 
hobby than a passion.”

As a well rounded athlete, sports are Pittock’s 
greatest passion. Following in his family’s footsteps, 
Pittock is a star basketball player who has been 
playing since the age of six. “I can’t remember a 
time where I wasn’t playing. It’s just what I’ve always 
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done,” he explained. Throughout his time in middle 
school, he played on a private basketball team. For 
years, Pittock traveled from city to city across the 
state with his teammates. Now that he’s in high 
school, he will play for the LGHS team. Pittock is 
also a member of the school’s JV football team, and 
has proven himself to be a valuable addition to the 
group. When asked what his favorite part of being a 
student athlete is, Pittock replied, “I love when the 
crowd cheers for me – it’s a great feeling.” 

Although Pittock is only a freshman, he already 
has a clear idea of what he wants to pursue in his 
future. He hopes to major in management sciences 
or business psychology after he graduates. “I think 
understanding psychology would actually be really 
useful for business, because you’d have an idea of 
what other people are thinking,” he explained. 
Pittock’s dream is to either work in real estate, like 
his father, or be on Wall Street. 

Pittock has big dreams, and with his persistence 
and passion, he’s bound to succeed. Keep an eye 
out for him in the halls he’s bound to go on to 
great things. 

by Eden Gibson
Editor-in-Chief 

It would be an arduous task to find a person 
more exuberant and dedicated than senior 
Katherine Zhao. The zealous ballerina has 
been a loyal member of the New Ballet School 
in downtown San Jose since the age of seven, 
dancing up to 30 hours every single week. 
Despite her jam-packed schedule, the gregarious 
teen manages to juggle a plethora of AP classes 
whilst still exuding unyielding positivity, and 
an avid and enthusiastic spirit.

In addition to her regular practice with the 
New Ballet School, Zhao competes with The 
Studio Company, a segway into professional 
ballet for 17 to 24-year-olds. She is one of two 
members in the company who still attends high 
school, a testament to the rigorous nature of the 
program. While her after-school commitments 
are admittedly overwhelming, Zhao views ballet 
as an escape from her everyday hassles, not an 
onerous burden. “Dance is an artistic outlet that 
allows me to express myself while de-stressing,” 
Zhao explains. “No matter how I’m feeling, I 
always feel happy after dance.” 

In the rare event that Zhao has a few hours 
to spare, Netflix is her best friend. Her favorite 
shows include Modern Family, Friends, and 
Gossip Girl. “Free time is scarce,” she admits, 
“but it’s always nice to relax with the simple 
things in life.”

While she has dabbled in contemporary 
genres, Zhao has always possessed an affinity for 
ballet. It’s an incredibly difficult art to master, 
but Zhao relishes the challenge. She admires the 
“discipline and structure of ballet,” striving to 

emanate precision and poise with every pirouette.
Over the summer, Zhao attended a three-week 

summer intensive program in New York City with the 
Bolshoi Ballet Academy, dancing up to eight hours a 
day with students from every corner of the United 
States. Zhao’s favorite aspect of the experience was 
“getting to explore New York City and training with 
some of the most prestigious dancers and faculty in 
the country.” Surprisingly, the most taxing aspect 
of the trip was not the incredibly demanding day-
to-day agenda, but the unfortunate fact that the 
instructors spoke only in Russian. Nonetheless, 
Zhao’s enduring spirit served her well; she was 
even able to pick up a few Russian phrases by the 
end of the trip.

The Bolshoi Ballet Academy invited Zhao to train 
with them in Moscow this fall, but she declined in 
order to finish out her senior year at LGHS. After 
graduation, however, Zhao intends to take a gap year 
to pursue a traineeship in Russia with the academy. 
While some would regard such an opportunity with 
trepidation, Zhao is beyond eager to further explore 
her ardent love for ballet.

Whether she is studying her AP Bio notes, 
chatting with her friends, or rehearsing away in 
the studio, Zhao never fails to exemplify the ideals 
of dance: diligence, artistic expression, and unwav-
ering passion. 

by Delaney Brown
People Editor

Funny, light-hearted, and epic, 
are three words sophomore Kolya 
Clark uses to describe his big per-
sonality. An avid tricker, defined as 
a martial arts and gymnastics blend 
that involves a lot of intricate tech-
nique and agility, as well as a Fort-
nite gamer, this energetic 15 year 
old has a life filled with countless 
adventures, whether it be building 
computers, battling other trickers, 
or even going to video game con-
ventions and competitions. 

One of Clark’s favorite hobbies 
is tricking. He first started tricking 
about a year ago after trying out 
other sports such as martial arts 
and parkour. Clark found tricking 
to be his favorite because of the “casual and fun environment,” 
something he never found in any other sport. 

Although the sport may seem easy going and leisurely, Clark 
describes the rigorous training and work that has to go into 
mastering new tricks. He trains for five to eight hours a week at 
CB Studios in Santa Clara, where he spends many hours flipping, 
turning, and kicking his way through practice. Although his 

studio doesn’t participate in competi-
tions, they do host tricking battles, a 
casual event where teams or pairs compete 
against each other with their best stunts. 
Recently, Clark participated in the studio’s 
annual Halloween event where he and his 
teammates won their battle with their 
impressive tricks and flips. 

Another passion of Clark’s is videog-
ames, his favorite being Fortnite. Fortnite 
is an online video game first released in 
2017 and developed by Epic Game, features 
a free to play battle royale. Essentially, up 
to 100 people drop into a map and battle 
against each other until there is only one 
player left. Clark learned to love the game 
because of its relaxing nature as well as the 
chance it gives him to connect and chat 
with his friends. 

Earlier this month, Clark attended 
TwitchCon to play against dozens of people in a collective Fortnite 
game, making himself a contender for thousands of dollars of prize 
money. He got the opportunity to go to the convention as he was 
randomly one of 50 people chosen from the Twitch platform to 
attend and play the quintessential game. He ended up leaving the 
competition with 3,500 dollars which he hopes to use to buy new 
parts for the computer he is building for his upcoming birthday.

Clark has been building computers for a couple of years now, 
and he currently hopes to build a new desktop computer to replace 
his outdated one at home. Although building a computer sounds 
very difficult and intimidating, Clark states that, “It’s kind of like 
advanced legos.” His process of building computers is to watch 
YouTube videos and buy the best quality parts and “bam, you have 
a totally functioning computer.” Clark prefers building computers 
to buying them because its cheaper and he finds the experience of 
building one himself much more interesting and enjoyable.  

Clark is definitely a man of many talents and it’s easy to see from 
his plethora of hobbies. A kind hearted and amusing personality, he 
is a great addition to the Los Gatos community. 

Clark flips through sophomore year
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Claire and her mare ride to victory
by Tatum Jenkins 
Editor-in-Chief

She’s broken her hip, sustained two concus-
sions, and fallen off her horse multiple times, 
but somehow she’s still alive to tell the tale. 
Junior Claire Lopp, an avid horseback rider, has 
spent much of her time injured because of her 
favorite sport. Lopp started eighth grade in a 
wheelchair and could not walk for six months 
due to a severe hip injury. Reflecting on the 
painful experience, she commented, “I did not 
do a good job about remaining positive. I was 
super negative. Horseback riding has always been my happy place 
and I was going through the stress of having to sell my horse.” 
Nonetheless, she never takes too much time to be sad about any of 
her injuries. In reference to one of her concussions, she joked, “I’m 
so mad because I’m one of the few people I know who went through 
ten years of riding horses and never got a concussion. Then, I start 
rowing, which is a non-contact sport, and I get a concussion.”

Because of her previous severe injuries, Lopp faced many setbacks 
in school, both socially and academically. Despite these obstacles, 

Lopp has developed an optimistic outlook on everything 
that happens to her, stating, “I’m at a point where it’s 
like, ‘Come what may, you just have to deal with it.’” 
Looking back on the difficulties, she believes that they 
have made her into a better person who is more prepared 
to take on the various obstacles life throws at her. Her 
positive attitude carries into her writing and demeanor, 
as she possesses the innate ability to make others laugh 
and feel good about themselves.

Her family finds its origins in the mountains; accord-
ing to Lopp, “I’m lucky enough that I live close to a lot 
of my family. I’ve grown up around family - aunts and 

uncles and grandparents.” In her creative writing class, many of her 
funny stories are ones from her time with her family, specifically the 
humorous antics with her cousins. One of her favorite memories occured 
when she and her cousins attached deer antlers to their bike helmets and 
fought each other with the antlers. One missed shot to the face was all it 
took for the game to end, which resulted in a scar on her cousin’s face.

Not only does she write about her family, she also enjoys writing 
fantasy, remarking, “I like totally making something up from scratch 
[and] not having to follow any rules about how the world works. That’s 

why I like writing fantasy because you can do whatever you want.” In 
her future, she wants to become a screenwriter and specifically cites 
working in Hollywood as a dream of hers. She traces the beginning 
of her love for writing to her first time seeing Lord of the Rings when 
she was five.

Lopp’s optimistic attitude and perseverance provide numerous 
pathways for her creativity as a writer.. Her comical stories and strong 
roots with her family keep her grounded, but she still dares to dream 
big with her goal of working as a screenwriter. Her compassion and love 
for the people and activities she enjoys seep into her writing, drawing 
well-deserved attention to her and the amazing work she produces.
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