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by Charlotte Brezoczky
Graphics Designer

Freshman Reese Drotar is a star in the kitchen 
and on the balance beam as she is a hardworking 
and dedicated student athlete and baker with a 
positive attitude and quick smile. She loves the 
color blue, but “just transformed” and is now a 
fan of dark green as well. As food enthusiast, she 
is a big fan of ice cream, but frequently enjoys her 
own baking creations as well. 

Drotar grew up in Los Gatos and went to Fisher 
Middle School. Her passion for gymnastics forced 
her to be homeschooled in seventh grade, but she 
didn’t enjoy it. It was not the experience that she 
was looking for, so she returned to Fisher for her 
eighth grade year. 

Being a competitive gymnast is not something 
Drotar takes lightly. She “tried every sport but, 
[she] always chose gymnastics over it.” When she 
was younger, her father realized that she would 
“climb on poles and do headstands and stuff.” 
When she broke her wrist, he decided to put her 
in gymnastics classes, so she could learn to safely 
climb the structures she loved to play on. Ever since 
then, she has excelled at the sport. Just last year 
she qualified for the Junior Olympics, but could 
not compete because of a concussion. 

Practice is rigorous and time consuming for 
gymnasts given the level at which Drotar competes. 
She has one to two days off a week, and always has 
to be on top of her school work, so that she does 

Drotar vaults competitively 

not get overloaded after her long practices. Most 
of her time at the gym is spent vaulting, doing 
bars, beams, floor routines, and conditioning for 
four to five hours, five days a week. Drotar loves 
bars most, where gymnasts do flips and turns in 
the air all while hanging from a bar. She typically 
has Wednesdays and Saturdays off, where she has 
time to catch up on school work, in particular her 
favorite subject, math. 

When not at the gym or school, Drotar listens 
to rap and country music and bakes. Her favorite 
part of baking is the very end when she can eat her 
creations, but she also “likes to see if people like 
it or not” and wants others to enjoy it as much as 
she does She loves making cupcakes and brownies 
the most, especially paired with vanilla ice cream. 
Drotar’s favorite holiday is Thanksgiving, even 
though she “always says it’s Christmas,” because 
she gets to bake pumpkin pie for her family, some 
of who live far away. Her cousins live in Luxem-
bourg and her Grandma lives in Africa, where she 
builds schools for less privileged children. She does 
not get to see these members of her family often 
and Drotar appreciates getting to spend time with 
them during the holidays. 

Drotar spends time in downtown Los Gatos 
when she gets a chance, but as of now, her schedule 
is school, home, gym, sleep, repeat. She has been 
enjoying freshman year so far. Keep an eye out for 
the gymnast, and stop to say hi!

SAMBUgaro EXUDES POSITIVITY
by Sami Elizondo
Humor Editor

Senior Felipe Sambugaro is often seen grac-
ing the halls of LGHS with his glorious smile and 
positive outlook on life. Sambugaro, a Brazil and 
Florida native, has taken to the Los Gatos culture 
and is thriving in a plethora of school related activ-
ities including cross country, track, and various 
clubs. He is the president of the Gender Sexuality 
Alliance club, or GSA. In addition, he started the 
Latino student Union as a junior and currently is 
the vice president.

Given his participation in a multitude of LGHS 
activities, Sambugaro captures what it means to 
be an active member of our LGHS community. 
However, he has not been a permanent figure in 
Los Gatos all four years. Born in Brazil and raised 
in Parkland, FL, Sambugaro has attended four high 
schools in the span of four years. In Parkland, he 
attended both St. Thomas High School, located 
in Fort Lauderdale, and Stoneman Douglas High 
School in his hometown of Parkland. St. Thomas 
High School, a private Catholic school, was not 
the most accepting environment of Felipe’s vibrant 
personality and, as a result, he transferred to 
Stoneman Douglas, where he met some of the 
people he holds closest to his heart. Shortly after 
his move to Palo Alto, Sambugaro finished his 
sophomore year at Gunn High School, but later 
decided to move to the Los Gatos district because, 
once again, the environment was riddled with 
stress and an unhealthy amount of competition. 
However, after he left his hometown and all of his 
friends behind in Parkland, FL, Sambugaro expe-
rienced one of the most tragic losses of his life: 
Stoneman Douglas went down in history as the 
site of one of the most deadly school shootings in 
American history.

Out of all of his previous schools, Sambugaro 
emphasizes his love of LG’s culture. He describes 
the fun and lively nature of our student body as 
embedded in the academic aspect of our curricu-
lum, making LGHS a unique blend of fun and aca-

demics. An influencing factor in his admiration of 
the school comes from both teachers and his peers. 
He started off with two close friends and, through 
his clubs and outgoing personality, has blossomed 
into a social butterfly who seems to know everyone 
he passes in the halls.

After high school, Sambugaro is considering 
majors in marketing and communications. The ELC 
Rotary program exposed him to a new realm of 
possible studies and has increased his admiration of 
business. Possible school options that are currently 
top priority for Sambugaro include Cal Poly, UCSB, 
and SDSU. Felipe cherishes warm weather and wants 
to stay near a beach as he explains that, “warmth 
is in my blood.”

Through the countless moves, new environ-
ments, demanding academics, coming out to his 
parents, and coping with the harsh reality of the 
Parkland shooting, Felipe continues to thrive in 
whatever environment in which he finds himself. 
His positive outlook shines through the often 
stressful and demanding reality of being a high 
school student. As he puts it, “everything in the 
end will be okay, and if something is not okay right 
now, it’s not the end.”

The InsepArAble bouT TwIns pAss The puck on The Ice 
by Austin Yung
Editorial Editor

Benji Bout is the most individualistic junior boy at Los Gatos High 
School, except when it comes to his identical twin brother, Chris Bout. 
Outside of school, the Bout twins play ice hockey and roller hockey. 
On top of that, they are avid travelers as they have journeyed to a 
plethora of countries with their family. 

From clothing to hobbies, the twins share almost everything. 
However, they don’t seem to mind as they enjoy the company of one 

another. C. Bout states, “This is our way of life and we don’t really 
think much of it. We do almost everything with each other so it’s not 
a big deal to us.” For example, they went to a film camp in UCLA over 
the summer — as they both enjoy the process behind film — and 
spent several weeks filming and editing together. Both noted that 
they worked side by side on their projects, critiquing each other’s 
work in order to refine their videos as much as possible. Even though 
the two share a great deal of interests, they work efficiently together 
and make a great team. 

However, they would both rather play a riveting game of hockey 
— whether it be on ice or asphalt. The Bout twins’ hockey obsession 
originated from their hometown of Chicago, where they were first 
exposed to their favorite hockey team, the Chicago Blackhawks. Both 
started playing in eighth grade at Solar4America Ice, the same rink 
where the San Jose Sharks practice. “There is nothing more satisfying 
than decking someone or scoring a goal in hockey,” C. Bout enthusias-
tically replied. They use hockey as an outlet for their competitive twin 
nature as they try to score before one another, or out-skate each other.

Over the summer, however, the two take a break from their strenu-
ous sports and busy schedule by traveling to a foreign country in search 
of adventure. This summer, the Bout family took a trip across Europe, 
visiting Greece, Italy, and the Netherlands. Out of the three countries, 
both agreed that their favorite place to visit is the Netherlands as 

by Ashley Hagar
People Editor

After wearing makeup every day, sophomore Donya Behroozi 
learned her hidden talent from her aunt who used to work at Mac and 
Sephora. Evolving from only a little bit of mascara in fifth grade, she 
now models foundation, eyeliner, highlighter and even eyeshadow 
“if [she’s] feeling good.” Behroozi wears makeup to school that she 
puts on herself in “about 20 minutes.” She hopes 
to continue improving her skills by watching 
videos of Instagram artists and learning 
from her aunt who, in her eyes, is 
her makeup role model or as she 
described her, “the best.”

Behroozi’s love of makeup 
does not only come from her 
aunt; this passion also stems 
from her love of art. After 
watching her older sister 
excel in graphic design, Beh-
roozi took art classes herself, 
where she later transformed art 
from paper to her face through 
makeup. Similar to art, she enjoys 
the “art for [her] face,” she can experi-
ment with different colors and methods of 

applying makeup. For her birthday, Behroozi always asks to expand 
her collection with more makeup. Because of her appreciation for 
art and makeup, Behroozi finds a distraction from any stress as she 
can “sit down and forget about things and just zone in on [her] art.” 

In addition to spending hours on her makeup or drawing on 
paper, Behroozi spends much of her time at the track after joining 
the LGHS track and field team with her friend, sophomore Mabel 

Heenan. Spending hours a week with her “little family,” Behroozi 
practices for the upcoming season where she intends on 

running sprints, an event she has been competing in 
since middle school. 

Behroozi carried her love of sports over to the 
sports med team at LGHS this fall, which involves 
sitting on the sidelines during football games, 
working in the trainer’s office taping injuries, or 
preparing bags of ice for athletes. Again, Heenan 
introduced Behroozi to this volunteer work when 
she explained that she had been working with 
the trainer and suggested Behroozi join the med 
team too. From there, Behroozi has continued 

working on the team for the past two months and 
hopes to remain a part of the program through the 

winter for the next round of sports. 
Her dedication to others and volunteering only 

grew after running a charity organization called Cupcakes 

for Kids from third to fifth grade, where Behroozi and her friends 
raised money for cancer organizations. Over the summer, Behroozi 
plans to volunteer at Good Samaritan Hospital, where she hopes to 
expand on her passion of sports medicine. She also hopes to further 
her volunteering and love of sports medicine as a career or major in 
college through the study of kinesiology. 

If you ever want your face to look like it’s professionally done, 
ask Behroozi for tips or try her favorite makeup products like the 
BH Cosmetics eyeshadow pallets. You can also ask her for help on 
how to tape your ankle before a sports practice if you see her in 
the trainer’s room after school.
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they have family there, B. Bout saying, “We have no family in America 
whatsoever so it’s nice to visit our extended family once in a while.”

The Bout twins bring joy and laughter to anyone they come across. 
With their identical charming smile to their infectious laughs, it’s 
pretty impossible to dislike either of them. So if you ever see one 
of them in the halls say hi; you have a 50 percent chance of getting 
their name right.

Behroozi learns sports medicine by volunteering in the trainer's office
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