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by Thomas Petroff
Sports Editor

Major League Soccer (MLS) is wrapping up its 
season with playoffs in full gear. Already, there are 
four teams left and there are only three weeks away 
from the championship game on Dec. 8. Sporting 
Kansas City (KC) and the Portland Timbers are com-
peting for the Western Conference championship, 
while the New York Red Bulls and Atlanta United 
compete in the Eastern Conference. 

On Thurs, Nov. 8, the Portland Timbers defeated 
the Seattle Sounders in an aggregate game to 
continue on to the Western Conference Finals. The 
end score of the game was 3-2, a Sounders victory. 
However, the MLS uses an aggregate system where 
teams play one game at the opponent’s stadium and 
one at their own with the combined score being the 
overall indicator of a team’s progression through 
playoffs. Moving on to the conference finals is an 
incredible achievement by the Timbers, considering 
they ranked fifth in the Western Conference divi-
sion at the end of the regular season. 

On Nov. 4, Sporting KC tied Real Salt Lake in 
the first leg of the competition with a score of 

1-1. However, during the next game, Sporting KC 
defeated Real Salt Lake 4-2 on their home pitch. 
Striker Dániel Sallói had two of the four goals scored 
for Sporting KC, and has been a key asset for his 
team in these past few playoff weeks. 

Atlanta United has been dominating the MLS 
this season and defeated New York City Football 
Club (FC) in both legs of the competition. Josef 
Martínez, the Venezuelan striker, scored twice 
for Atlanta United in leg two of the competition, 
helping to lead his team closer to the MLS final. 

Lastly, the New York Red Bulls, who also have 
played phenomenally throughout the season, are 
ranked number one in the Eastern Conference. 
The Red Bulls struggled in leg one of the compe-
tition, losing to Columbus Crew SC 1-0. However, 
they completely changed their standings after the 
second game in their home arena where they beat 
Columbus 3-0, giving them the aggregate win. 

The year is winding down as the final four 
teams compete for an opportunity at winning the 
MLS Cup. The next game series begins on Nov. 25 
and Nov. 29, so make sure to watch and see which 
teams will be victorious. 
(Sources: MLS, Sporting KC, Atlanta United, ESPN)

by Nate White
Sports Editor

The college football playoff is approaching, but teams keep upset-
ting each other, making the selection for bracket spots difficult. Due 
to close competition throughout the year, it is likely that teams with 
losses will still make the playoff.

Starting in the SEC, Alabama remains the best team in the country. 
With pure talent and depth across the board, a loss does not appear 
to be in Bama’s future. Sophomore quarterback Tua Tagovailoa has 
yet to reveal a weakness, and the team has dominated the running 
game behind back Damien Harris. Their defense continues to shut 
down opponents, even posting a shutout against a strong LSU team. 
Georgia also appears to be a powerhouse team with a tough defense 

and explosive offense led by backs Elijah Holyfield and D’Andre Swift. 
However, they posted a loss against LSU and only two somewhat 
impressive wins over Kentucky and Florida.

Out west in the Pac-12, Washington State continues to lead the 
conference with an 8-1 record, ranked eighth in the country. The 
Cougars managed strong wins over solid teams like Stanford, Oregon, 
and Utah as quarterback Gardner Minshew tore up opposing defensive 
backs. Washington appears to be the second contender for the Pac-
12, but a few losses against Auburn, Oregon, and Cal diminish their 
hopes for the playoff. 

On the East Coast, in the ACC, the only legitimate team is Clemson. 
The Tigers remain undefeated with a powerful defense, and dominant 
offensive line blocking for star back Travis Etienne. Freshman quar-
terback Trevor Lawrence has evolved into a star, destroying opposing 
teams with his platoon of unstoppable receivers including Tee Higgins 
and Hunter Renfrow. The rest of the ACC has no chance at the playoff, 
including Miami due to their disappointing season. 

In a conference of their own, Notre Dame also remains undefeated. 
However, they only hold strong wins against Michigan and Stanford. 
The Fighting Irish are likely to make the playoffs if they keep winning.

In the Big 12, West Virginia currently lies at the top of the con-
ference. Heisman Trophy contender quarterback Will Grier continues 
to lead the Mountaineers, as seen in his game-winning touchdown 
throw and two point conversion run against Texas. Oklahoma is also 
at the top of the conference with the Mountaineers, but a loss against 

by Ethan Sanders
Humor Editor

The LGHS boys water polo teams officially 
wrapped up their seasons this month. The frosh/
soph team finished their season and placed first in 
the De Anza frosh/soph league with a final league 
record of 11-1. The varsity Wildcats finished third 
in the De Anza league with an 8-4 record, defeat-
ing rival teams Lynbrook and Palo Alto. However, 
they lost to Los Altos in the league tournament, 
securing a third place position. Mountain View 
reigned victorious over the De Anza league this 
year, remaining undefeated throughout the season. 

Finishing as one of the top four teams in their 
league, the varsity team moved onto the Division 1 
Central Coast Section (CCS) tournament. They first 
played the Woodside Wildcats in the quarter-finals. 
Our Wildcats shutout Woodside 4-0 in the first half, 
and ended with a 7-3 win. Senior Ethan Polan-
ich, the starting goalie, led the team with three 
steals and eleven blocks. Senior co-captain Arman 
Moayed dominated the game with four goals and 
seniors Gavin Frank-Mehrtens and Ian O’Neill 
trailed with one and two goals respectively. 

After this victory, the varsity team moved on to 
play in the semi-final game against Palo Alto. In the 

MLS teams play last games

Girls golf advances to CCS after season with new coach
by Tatum Jenkins
Editor-in-Chief

Girls golf, normally a peaceful sport, has started off quite rocky 
this year. The team’s coach, Mr. Marino, recently broke two bones in 
his legs in a serious accident, making him unable to coach the girls 
season. Senior Alexa Wong commented, “He was my coach all through 
freshman year. He’s been coaching boys and girls for a really long 
time, so it was kind of a bummer to have him leave my senior year.” 
Thankfully, Mr. Tierney stepped in to coach the girls team and they 
expect Mr. Marino’s return for the boys golf season. On taking this 
coaching job, Mr. Tierney remarked, “It’s been really fun. I like golf, 
so it’s been a good time. It just takes a lot of time because I have to 
juggle that with teaching. I’ve had a really busy schedule.” The girls 
team hopes that Marino will be able to attend their senior match or 
one of their final matches at La Rinconada.

Besides the 30 people on the JV girls team, those competing this 
year on Varsity include sophomore Ariana Ekelund, juniors Elizabeth 
Lu and Nicola Kaminski, and seniors Maddie Del Mar, Alexa Wong 
and Claudia Ekelund. They won their first match against Lynbrook 
High School by more than 20 strokes, a great start to their season. 

College football teams compete and anticipate playoff

Kaminski scored a 30 at this match, shooting par at the Deep Cliff 
Golf Course in Cupertino. In the following match, they defeated 
Gunn and Mountain View with a winning score of 211, showing 
off the efforts of their hard work at practice. In the match against 
Gunn, Kaminski shot a 33, which is 3 under par, an excellent score 
for amateur golfers.

On Oct. 30, Elizabeth Lu and Nicola Kaminski represented the 
LGHS girls golf team at CCS. Kaminski said about the experience, 
“CCS was a really good experience. Making it as an individual put 
a lot more pressure on me to play well because I needed to have a 
good round to advance to NorCals.” Unfortunately, Kaminski didn’t 
make the competition, but her CCS partner did. On Nov. 6, Elizabeth 
Lu went to the Northern California finals, yet unfortunately did not 
shoot her best round and ended with a score of 79. 

After a season of coaching girls golf, Mr. Tierney commented, 
“I’ve played golf for a long time and to shoot under par is very good. 
I pretty much can’t do it, but a lot of these girls shoot under par 
a lot. It’s very impressive and they’re very good golfers.” Despite a 
change in coach, these girls continually managed to impress those 
around them with their dedication and incomparable golf skills.

LG boys wapo end season

Texas hurts their chances at the playoff. This conference in general 
lacks defense, making it difficult for them to compete with teams 
from other conferences.

Lastly, in the Big 10, Michigan has prevailed as a playoff contender. 
With only one loss against the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame, Michigan 
dominated impressive opponents Michigan State and Penn State. 
Michigan has one of the best defenses in the country, as their offense 
improves every week with quarterback Shea Patterson. Ohio State is 
right behind the Wolverines. However, a horrendous loss against the 
average-ranked Purdue hurts their chances at the playoff. Penn State’s 
inability to close out big games against Ohio State, Michigan and 
Michigan State leaves them out of the playoff again.

The upcoming weeks will determine which teams will make the 
playoff and qualify for bowl games. Make sure to hit the couch and 
watch some thrilling football every Saturday. 

HUDDLE UP: Michigan prevails and looks to be a great contender for the 2018 playoff.

semi-final, Moayed led the team once again, putting 
up five goals. Frank-Mehrtens and Senior co-captain 
Cooper Powell had two goals apiece. O’Neill and 
Junior William Lennan both scored one goal. The 
Wildcats put up a tough fight, but unfortunately 
suffered a heartbreaking 11-12 loss in overtime, 
ending the team’s season. However, this CCS semi-fi-
nal was one of the team’s most remarkable games. 
The varsity team showed amazing strength after 
falling behind 11-6 Alto at the start of the fourth 
quarter. The Cats fired themselves up and shut out 
Paly 5-0 in the fourth. Powell scored the game-tying 
goal off a pass from Polanich, tipping it in to the 
cage with a mere three seconds left. From this, the 
game then moved to overtime where the worn-out 
Cats fought hard, but could not come out on top, 
as they let in a goal from the opposing Vikings.

Despite not making it to the CCS finals, this 
season still proved to be one of the most success-
ful for the boys water polo program; the team 
performed the best in league season and went the 
farthest in CCS than the Los Gatos boys varsity 
water polo program has gone in over ten years. The 
varsity team’s hunger for the CCS championship title 
has not lessened, as they are determined to come 
out number one in the CCS championship and their 
league in the following years to come.
(Source: MaxPreps)HANDS UP:  Max Leroy delivers a pretty powerful pass.

FACE OFF: Dylan Meunier goes face-to-face to opponent. 

WATCH OUT: Sporting KC proves to be a hard team to beat.

THEY’VE GOT WINGS: Red Bulls claim number 1 in the East.

courtesy wikimedia commons
photos courtesy E. Sanders

FORE!: Kaminski makes great plays on the Los Gatos High School home course.
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PLAY HARD: As the playoff approaches, teams compete to qualify for the free slots.
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