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by Gabrielle Pollock
Opinion Editor

The LGHS Girls Tennis team officially finished 
their season last Thurs., Dec. 6, on a high note 
by winning NorCals. During the weekend of Nov. 
30 to Dec. 2, the team competed up in Folsom for 
the NorCal Quarter-finals and Semi-finals. The girls 
played Orland High School and won 6 to 1 in the 
Quarter-finals, then played Saint Francis in the 
Semi-finals and won 4 to 3. 

From there, the girls headed to the NorCal Finals 
in Cupertino. For the match, the team pulled up 
three girls from junior varsity, Meera Keswani, Liz 
Ilnitskaia and Emily Lombardi, to help out varsity 
in the Finals. On Dec. 6, the girls took on Cupertino, 
whom they beat in the CCS Finals, winning against 
Cupertino 5 to 2 on Cupertino’s home turf.

When looking back on the season, Senior Yana 
Gurevich explained how, “It was extremely fun and 
emotional this past season, especially the last day 
because I know that I may not see these girls [in 
the future]. I’ve loved competing with them and 
winning all these titles. I’m so honored to have 
such an incredible team. Though we had a couple 

of off matches where the team didn’t do as well as 
usual during the regular season, we proved how 
strong we are and have always been by winning 
CCS and NorCals.”

Senior Captain Remi Snouffer added, “I couldn’t 
have asked for a better way to end my tennis career 
at Los Gatos High School! This team is truly like 
none other. It has been an honor of mine to play 
with such talented and dedicated individuals. 
Winning NorCals and CCS are accomplishments I 
will always be proud of and I am so grateful for all 
od the memories this teams has forever given me.”

Finally, Senior Caroline Zepecki stated “I 
think the season ended in the best way possible 
because even after dealing with CCS and NorCal 
reschedulings for weeks, we still managed to stay 
motivated towards our end goal of winning. I feel 
really thankful to have been a part of such a both 
successful and inclusive team during high school 
and it’s still not really hit me that it’s over.”

This is the girls’ second year winning Norcals and 
they are all excited to bring their enthusiasm back 
next season and continue their team’s impressive 
winning streak. 

by Delaney Brown
People Editor

This month, the LGHS varsity dance team saw a great change in 
their normal routine as the seasons begin to change. With the coming 
winter holidays, the girls are preparing for the upcoming basketball 
season where they will be performing at halftime at most of the games. 
They have also participated in the quintessential Holiday Parade held 
annually in downtown Los Gatos. 

Earlier this month, the dance team took part in the iconic Holiday 
parade. The team sported their signature dance team jerseys and lovely 
sparkly antlers as they danced their way through downtown. To prepare, 
the girls spent hours at practice perfecting their routines to ensure 
an amazing performance at the parade. Although the dancers loved 
the parade, they found it hard to perform their best as it was raining 
fairly hard while they were dancing. Because of this, they had limited 
visibility and were prone to slipping. In spite of this though, the girls 
fought to keep the bright smiles on their faces and perform their best.  

With their coming basketball performances, the team has split up 
into two separate styles, one doing hip hop and one doing jazz. The 
two groups are starting to self choreograph their routines, a skill that 
is very hard and requires a lot of collaboration among the teammates. 
This process includes picking out songs, editing the music, and choreo-
graphing unique choreography that shows of the skills of the dancers. 

by Quincy Marks
Media Production Editor

The Los Gatos girls’ soccer program is off to 
an amazing start as they prepare for an exciting 
season. The program is led by an all-new, high-
ly-qualified coaching staff that hopes to lead 
the girls to victory. 

The Varsity team is headed by Luis Garcia 
and Daisy Vasquez, two accomplished coaches 
from Liverpool FC, a local competitive soccer 
program. Vasquez has a plethora of coaching and 
playing experience. She played for the women’s 
Mexican national U20 team while in college and 
has coached many different competitive teams 
along the west coast. In addition to coaching 
at Liverpool FC, Garcia has helped start soccer 
clubs in Spain. The new coaches hope to bring 
a new level of professionalism to the program. 
Both the boys’ and girls’ soccer programs also 
plan to have community service opportunities 
as the season continues. 

Though the season hasn’t officially begun, 
both Varsity and JV have played three preseason 
games. The Varsity team’s first game was against 
Aptos High School at Aptos on Nov. 29, in which 
they tied Aptos with a score of 2-2. On Nov. 30, 
Varsity traveled to Redwood City to play Sequoia 

Girls tennis wins NorCals

NBA season continues as teams compete for the victory
by Nate White
Sports Editor

As the NBA season progresses, teams begin to separate themselves 
from the pack. The Western Conference is full of strong competition, 
while the East posts a few solid teams. 

First, in the Western Conference, an abundance of talent results in 
highly competitive games. Currently, the Warriors lie at fourth place 
with a 17-9 record. The team dealt with disputes between Draymond 
Green and Kevin Durant, resulting in Green’s suspension and a losing 
streak. At the head of the pack, the Denver Nuggets are 17-7; Jamal 
Murray’s developed offensive game, combined with Nikola Jokic and 
Paul Millsap’s stellar defense, propels the Nuggets to future success. 
After the Nuggets is the Oklahoma City Thunder, who pose a big threat 
with explosive guard Russell Westbrook and the dominant Paul George. 
Next, the Los Angeles Clippers are surprisingly winning during their 
rebuilding process. Following them are the Los Angeles Lakers led by 
Lebron James and head coach Luke Walton. Brandon Ingram continues 
to develop as an offensive threat, while Lonzo Ball improves through 
playing with James. 

LG dance team prepares for high energy performances

To the surprise of many, the Houston Rockets, led by stars James 
Harden and Chris Paul, hold a 11-12 record in thirteenth place. The 
team struggles defensively, but is beginning to catch fire in order to 
make a playoff run. Behind the Rockets are the San Antonio Spurs, 
who look to turn their season around after losing star Kawhi Leonard 

Girls soccer stays strong

Junior Katie Mcenroe loves this process because “[the team] has 
total influence on what goes in the dances. It leaves a lot of room 
for experimentation among teammates.” When choreographing, the 
team has to pay attention to musicality, and how to make the dance 
engaging for the audience with the use of tricks. 

Although hip hop doesn’t utilize a lot of tricks in their choreo, they 
do use more musicality and movement to create a performance that 
is still interesting and fun to watch. This can be done with distinct 
movement and performance quality that keeps the audience n the 
edge of their seat. Jazz on the other hand does use tricks sprinkled 
throughout their routine to add another element to their performances. 
These tricks can include turns, leaps, and legs so that the girls can 
show off their masterful technique and skill. The jazz group also tries 
to integrate more hip hop like qualities to their choreo to put more 
variation throughout their dances. 

Although the team loves to choreograph, they are very excited to 
welcome acclaimed guest choreographer, Natalie Kirkland, to come 
and teach them a new dance in late December. Kirkland is a traveling 
choreographer who has danced for various football teams and travels 
with a few dance conventions. Because she is so talented, meeting 
her is a very great opportunity for the dancers to make further con-
nections in the dance industry. The team is very excited to meet her 
and experience her expertise in real life. 

in the offseason. In twelfth place, the Utah Jazz sit as the team looks 
to improve. They appear to rely on second year stud, Donovan Mitchell. 

In the Eastern Conference, the Toronto Raptors are in first place 
with a 21-5 record. The Kyle Lowry and Kawhi Leonard backcourt has 
proven to be a success as the team continues to blow out opponents. 
In second place, the Giannis Antetokounmpo-led Milwaukee Bucks are 
doing just enough to get wins. However, the team poses no legitimate 
threat to any Western conference teams. In third, the Philadelphia 
76ers are solid with impressive distributer Ben Simmons, frontcourt 
stud Joel Embiid, and new addition Jimmy Butler. Butler is a serious 
problem for any opponent with his defensive intensity and offensive 
creativity. The 13-10 Boston Celtics remain in sixth place dealing with 
struggles. The team contains tons of talent, and is beginning to catch 
up as they are likely to take control of the East soon.

Teams are beginning to propel themselves past opponents. Playoff 
threats continue to distance themselves, yet the Nuggets and Raptors 
currently remain at the top of the league. Keep watching the NBA for 
some quality basketball, and Go Warriors!
(Sources: ESPN, BleacherReport)
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CHEESIN’ CHAMPS: After a successful season, the girls tennis team ended on a high note by winning NorCals and CCS.

REBOUND: Warriors fight hard to bounce back from multiple losses and injuries.

KEEP UP: LG soccer plays a fast, high intensity game.

HOLIDAY HIP HOP: The LGHS dance team performed in the annual LG parade.
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High School, winning 2-0. The team also played 
Leigh High School on Dec. 5, earning a 1-0 vic-
tory. Before the start of the season in January, 
the team will face Scotts Valley, Christopher, 
Live Oak, Presentation, and Saratoga. 

The JV team played Aptos High School as 
well, winning 3-0. JV then lost 1-0 against 
Sequoia High School on Nov. 30. On Dec. 5, 
the JV team played Leigh school, losing 1-0 
as well. For the rest of December, JV will play 
Ann Sobrato, Scotts Valley, Notre Dame, Presen-
tation, and Saratoga. Their first official game 
will be against Santa Clara on Jan. 4 at LGHS. 

On Dec. 5, the LGHS soccer program will 
compete in the San Jose Earthquakes second 
Earthquakes High School Soccer Series. Each 
game will be professionally covered, including 
“school logos on the video boards, ball kicks and 
starting XI team photos,” according to the SJ 
Earthquakes website. The Varsity team will face 
Christopher High School on Dec. 15 at 7:00 PM 
at Avaya Stadium. For LGHS students and fans, 
the event and parking is free. 

The girls soccer program trains hard every 
day to prepare for their season ahead.FACE OFF: LG players race opponents to win the ball.


