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The school year has taken off, which means 
football season is back! College football has kicked 
off with the thrill of upsets, exciting games, and 
even controversy.

In the PAC-12 (Pacific-12 Conference), Stanford 
led with an impressive and dominant win over USC 
on Sept. 8. USC looks to bounce back and gain power 
in the south, while Utah stays at the top. Wash-
ington is still a top team in the conference, even 
after barely losing to a great Auburn team. UCLA’s 
new coach Chip Kelly’s first couple of games have 
resulted in losses to a beatable Cincinnati team, as 
well as a strong team in Oklahoma. ASU pulled out 
an impressive upset under new head coach Herm 
Edwards against Michigan State. They have thus far 
proven that they are a team to be taken seriously.

Down south, the SEC continues to produce 
playoff-contending teams. Alabama, for example, 
destroyed two weak teams. Hopefully, they will play 
someone worth their time in future weeks. Auburn 
beat a strong Washington team in a close matchup, 
and appear to be a powerful force. LSU also showed 
potential in a strong win over Miami. Finally, poten-
tial powerhouse Georgia handled South Carolina.

In the ACC over on the east coast, Clemson domi-
nates the conference after barely beating Texas A&M 
28-26. Miami was handled by LSU, but appears to 
be a solid team behind a tough defense. They only 
need their offense to step up, specifically quarter-

back Malik Rosier. Duke pulled out an easy win over 
Northwestern and look to make some noise this year. 
Virginia Tech dominated Florida State, staying at 
the top of the conference. Behind new head coach 
Willie Taggart, Florida State has performed awfully, 
especially against Virginia Tech.

In the BIG 12, Oklahoma looks powerful behind 
first year starter quarterback Kyler Murray handling 
an average UCLA team. TCU looks to be a strong 
force, already defeating a below-average SMU team. 
Texas is still irrelevant and unworthy of discussion.

Ohio State has already generated controversy 
under head coach Urban Meyer. When assistant 
coach Zach Smith’s wife reported to Meyer that she 
was being physically abused, Meyer ignored the 
problem, resulting in his three game suspension. But 
the punishment means nothing, considering Ohio 
State will blow through its first three opponents. 
They look to make a run for the playoffs. Penn State 
is also a potential playoff team after controlling 
Pittsburgh in an easy win. Behind quarterback Trace 
Mcsorley they pose a legitimate threat to other 
teams. Michigan is also a potential threat, but their 
big loss to a very good Notre Dame team puts them 
behind. Lastly, Wisconsin looks to make a run for 
the playoffs this year.

Make sure to stay updated with college football, 
as the future looks bright. Upsets, victories and 
defeats are ahead in this exciting season. 
(Sources: ESPN, BleacherReport).
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On Sep. 6, over 750 rock climbers from 70 nations arrived at the 
Innsbruck Climbing Center and Olympia World Stadium in Innsbruck, 
Austria, for the International Federation of Sport Climbing (IFSC) World 
Championships. The event, which occurs once every two years, brings 
together the best athletes in three disciplines – lead, bouldering, and 
speed – in a battle for the title of best rock climber in the world. 

The championship followed the European world cup circuit that 
took place throughout the summer. At these events, the goal is for 
climbers to get as high on their climb as they can. The closer they are 
to the finish hold, the higher their score. With the exception of speed 
climbing, time does not count towards the score. While climbers do 
have a time limit on their climbs, they are not awarded any points for 
how fast they complete a climb in the lead and bouldering categories. 

The competition began with lead climbing, where the athletes 
had a rope attached to them that they clipped into carabiners on 
the wall as they climbed up. In the lead category of the competition, 
climbers only get one attempt. They are lowered off the climb after 
only one fall, and the climber who reaches the highest hold receives 
the highest score. 

After two days of male and female Qualifying, Semi-Final, and 
Final rounds, Australian athletes Jessica Philz and Jakob Schubert 
worked their way to the top of the podium. Janja Garnbret of Slovenia 

and Adam Ondra of the Czech Republic followed closely behind them. 
Ashima Shiraishi was the only U.S. athlete to compete in the final 
lead round, landing herself 5th place. Margo Hayes followed her with 
a ranking of 23rd. For the U.S. men, Sean Bailey and Drew Ruana 
came in 20th and 23rd. 

Later in the week, the climbers returned to the Olympic stadium 
for the bouldering section of the event. In bouldering, climbers tackle 
shorter climbs on shorter walls without ropes. The lower height allows 
each competitor to have multiple attempts within their four minute 
climbing window. Janja Garnbret stole the title in Women’s Bouldering, 
and Margo Hayes represented the United States with a 10th place 
finish. For the men, Kai Harada from Japan out climbed the other 
competitors, taking the top spot. Drew Ruana, also from the United 
States, finished in 31st, ranking the highest for U.S. male competitors. 
He explained, “Competitions are a game, and I love to play it. I, along 
with hundreds of other athletes, spend hundreds of hours training in 
the gym all for one potential chance to win.” 

In speed climbing, as the name implies, competitors try to climb 
their route as fast as they can. In all national and world level compe-
titions, an official 15 meter IFSC designated speed climb is used.  Reza 
Alipourshena, a male climber from Iran, won the male speed category 
with a time of 5.630 seconds. In the women’s category, Aleksandra 
Rudzinska of Poland won after climbing the route in 7.560 seconds. 

The World Championships marked the end of the 2017-2018 compe-

by Thomas Petroff
Sports Editor

Major League Soccer, or MLS, is currently 
in the midst of its twenty-third season and is 
nearing the playoffs. Beginning on Oct. 31, a 
number of teams will have an opportunity to 
win the 2018 MLS Cup. 

Sporting KC currently holds first place in the 
Western Conference with a record of 15 wins, 
6 draws, and 7 losses. Unfortunately, the local 
San Jose Earthquakes are performing terribly, 
currently in last place in the Western Conference 
with only four wins. In the Eastern Conference, 
Atlanta United FC is playing exceptionally, with 
a record of 17 wins, 6 draws, and 7 losses. 

Among some of the exciting news this year 
is Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s arrival to the MLS and 
his experience playing for the LA Galaxy. When 
he first came to the team in March, Ibrahimovic 
explained, “I think I have a lot to give, I can 
help them a lot. It’s the best team in the US. 
There were no doubts.” Before coming to the 
US, Ibrahimovic played for Manchester United,  
and competed in the Premier League. In his first 
season for the LA Galaxy, Ibrahimovic scored 16 
goals and had 8 assists. Although the LA Galaxy 

College football captivates

Los Gatos girls volleyball team jumps into new season
by Alis Patterson
Media Production Editor

The Los Gatos girls volleyball team 
jumped into their first league game against 
Monta Vista on September 5. The Cats won 
the first set of the match 25-16, but Monta 
Vista came back fighting in the second set 
to win 25-23. Los Gatos came back to shut 
Monta Vista down in the third and fourth 
set, winning 25-23 and 25-12. 

In total, Monta Vista had only 32 kills 
to Los Gatos’ 52, showing the dominance 
of the Cats’ offense. Senior Izzy Issak 
supplied 22 of the 52 kills herself, with 
assists from sophomore setter Adrina Tang. 

Offense isn’t the only place where Los Gatos shines; their 79 digs 
to Monta Vista’s 57 also shows the extent to which the Cats won this 
match. Although the game against Monta Vista was the first regular 
season game, the Cats have been raking in wins in the preseason, the 
team’s overall record standing at 6-2. 

Rock climbers race to win international championship

Although the volleyball season officially 
started on Aug. 3 with tryouts, the Cats put in 
weeks of hard work in order to prepare for their 
season. When the team is not in season, they 
can regularly be found in the weight room or on 
the sand courts preparing. The hard work that 
the team puts in all year leads to their overall 
success, and allows the players to improve their 
verticals and quickness. 

When asked why she thinks the team is 
so successful, senior Maddie Moore said, “I 
think we are so successful because we do team 
bonding and work as one unit.” She also added 
that the team is so close because, “the team 
always listens to music together to get hyped.” 

Having the team get along is an essential part of volleyball, because 
miscommunication is a common downfall for a volleyball team. 

After tryouts, the team had only three weeks before their first 
game. The first game of the season was on Aug. 28. The team played 
Fremont and won easily in just three sets, 25-6, 25-19, and 25-17. After 

MLS teams near playoffs

tition circuit. Medalists celebrated their victories, and US athletes will 
now have the next couple months to rest and train for the upcoming 
bouldering National Cups and USA National Championships this winter. 
(Sources: International Federation of Sport Climbing, Rock and Ice) 

Fremont, the Cats lost a hard match to Valley Christian. This game went 
to five sets, with Los Gatos winning the first set 25-23. Valley came 
back with vengeance in the second set and snagged a win, 21-25. The 
next three sets were a hard pressed battle for points, with each team 
putting in a hundred percent effort. The score of the third set was 
25-19, resulting in a win for the Cats. Valley Christian fought in the 
fourth set to win 25-15, and won the fifth set 15-11. Valley Christian 
ended up with the win, but the Cats put up a good fight. 

After the game against Valley Christian, the team beat both 
Cupertino and Milpitas handily. These wins helped fuel the team as 
they headed into their first tournament of the season, Spikefest at 
Independence High School. An annual event that the team has attended 
in seasons past, the Cats went 4-1 this year, giving them a win in the 
Red Division. Spikefest was the first of three tournaments for the Cats. 
They also attend a tournament in San Luis Obispo in order to gain 
exposure to Southern California teams that they would usually not 
have the opportunity to play. The last tournament that the Cats will 
play takes place in October, where they will likely face teams they 
have played in the past.
(Source: Maxpreps)

are not performing exceptionally, ranking eighth 
in the Western Conference, the team has seen an 
enormous improvement from last year,  in which 
they finished last in the Western Conference. 

Two weeks ago on Sept. 8, Sporting KC, 
currently in first place place in the Western 
Conference, defeated Orlando City 1-0. Mid-
fielder Felipe Gutierrez scored his first goal since 
the beginning of March during the start of the 
second half. After having a sports hernia surgery 
in May, Gutierrez is ready to continue for rest 
of the MLS season. Sporting KC surpassed FC 
Dallas in the rankings on Sept. 15 after their 
5-1 victory against San Jose. 

Additionally, NYC FC tied DC United on Sept. 
8 with a score of 1-1. Although it was only a 
draw, this game guaranteed Atlanta United FC a 
position in the MLS playoffs, who are currently 
number one in the Eastern Conference. Atlanta 
United also defeated Colorado 3-0 over the week-
end and seems to be one of the greatest threats 
in the upcoming playoffs. Among some of the 
other teams expected to make playoffs include 
Los Angeles FC and the New York Red Bulls. 

With the MLS playoffs fast approaching, 
rankings air in favor of the select few teams that 
will have a chance at winning the Cup.
(Sources: Sky Sports, ESPN, SB Nation, MLS 
Soccer, Goal, USA Today) 

HOLD ON: Lead competitors only have one attempt and are done after one fall.
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WATCH OUT: The Controversial Ohio State is a tough team to beat.

NUMBER ONE: Kyler Murray leads powerful Oklahoma Sooners.

HEADS UP!: Mason Toye delivers a powerful kick to the ball.

SHUT DOWN: Senior Izzy Issak blocks a Los Altos setter.

FACE OFF: Major League Soccer opponents compete for the ball.
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