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NFL season nears playoffs
by Nick Borgia
PR Manager

The recent events in the NFL have been some 
of the craziest in football this year. Star players 
have been released, coaches have been fired, and 
big upsets have taken place over the course of the 
past few weeks. 

For the biggest story of Week 13, Kansas City 
Chiefs running back Kareem Hunt was released after 
a video from TMZ showed him pushing and kicking 
a 19-year-old woman in a Cleveland hotel, which 
happened in February. Hunt, who rushed for 824 
yards and had 14 total touchdowns this season, 
was released only hours after the video surfaced 
to the public. The Chiefs were made aware of the 
incident in February, but after some questioning, 
Hunt remained on the roster. After being released 
and interviewed by ESPN, Hunt apologized for his 
actions, admitting that he “was in the wrong.” 
He justified his release by saying that he was not 
truthful with the Chiefs organization when he was 
questioned after the situation first surfaced in 
February. Hunt is currently on the commissioner’s 
exempt list, which prohibits him from being claimed 
by another team.

Former 49ers linebacker Reuben Foster was also 
released by San Francisco on Nov. 25 for domes-
tic violence charges. Foster was first accused of 
domestic abuse in February by his girlfriend, but 
she eventually retracted the allegations. However, 
Foster was arrested on Sat., Nov. 25 for domestic vio-
lence against the same woman. Foster was quickly 
released by the 49ers, but stirred controversy when 
the Washington Redskins picked him up off waiv-
ers. Foster’s now ex-girlfriend has stated that the 
original allegations from February were true, and 
that she lied to protect Foster’s NFL career.

by Thomas Petroff
Sports Editor

This issue’s player of the month is senior Sam Sells, rep-
resenting the Boys Varsity Soccer team as captain and starting 
outside back. Since his sophomore year, Sells has been a part 
of the Varsity team, and he aspires to make the team stronger 
than it was in previous years through his style of play and the 
quick tempo he brings to the game. 

Last year, Sells received two awards from the league. Receiv-
ing an award for First Team All League, Sells was seen as one of 
the top performing players of the entire season. Additionally, 
Sells was awarded Defensive Player of the Year for the league, by 
being a major asset for the Varsity team and gaining command 
of the back line. 

This year, Sells mentions how he is playing more of an attack-
ing position, as the formation for the Varsity team is slightly 
different this year. “I’m in more of an offensive role this year, 
so I’m just looking to help my team score in as many ways as 
we can,” says Sells. 

by Nate White
Sports Editor

As fall sports conclude, winter sports kick off, including boys’ 
and girls’ basketball. Make sure to stop by the gym and check out 
the Wildcat hoopers.

Boys basketball is coming back from the school’s first ever CCS 
championship last year. However, due to many seniors graduating, 
this year’s senior class and underclassmen will need to step up. Senior 
forwards Ian Van Sciver and Noah Newberry look to tear up oppos-
ing players with quick passes and strong finishes at the rim. Senior 
guards Oliver Aristil and Marko Mihajlovic hope to dominate the 
floor with stellar shooting and direct moves towards the basket. They 
have played in a few scrimmages, and keep improving as a team each 
day. In the first game, the Wildcats defeated Santa Teresa by a score 
of 62-51 in front of their home crowd. The boys handled the tough 
Saints easily, never losing the lead in the game. 

Los Gatos hosted the Wildcat Shootout during the beginning 
of December, starting off hot by winning the first game against 
Westmont 78-39. The boys propelled past Westmont comfortably, 
always remaining in control. They played a sound game with limited 
turnovers and smart shots taken in the paint. Later in the tourna-
ment, the Wildcats suffered an unfortunate 42-56 loss against San 

Mateo. The team struggled against sharpshooters, eventually losing 
the even game in the fourth quarter. The next night, the boys bounced 
back and defeated Santa Teresa once again in a dogfight of a game. 
This win earned the Cats third place in the tournament. The boys are 
battling hard, and look to improve as the preseason progresses and 
league approaches. 

The girls’ team rest at .500 with a 2-2 record. They started the year 
off strong with a solid 42-37 win against Homestead. Unfortunately, 
the girls went on to lose 31-47 against Carlmont, and 42-47 in a hard 
fought battle against Leland. After a couple of challenging losses, the 

Wildcats grew tired of losing and bounced back against Leigh. Stellar 
defensive effort combined with offensive execution lifted the girls 
over Leigh in a strong 64-58 win. Seniors Alexa Wong and Maddie 
Moore look to conclude their final seasons in orange and black on 
a high note, as they consistently provide points offensively and 
intensity defensively. Junior Sabrina Belquist is also an offensive 
threat for the girls, currently averaging a solid 14.8 points per game, 
including an impressive 24 point performance against Leigh. 

Make sure to find some time to hit the gym and cheer on your 
fellow Wildcats as they battle upcoming teams. Both teams could 
use the energy brought to the games by the loud and supportive 
Wildcat corner. Come out to support and Go Cats!    
(Source: Maxpreps)

Hockey skates to success

POM: Sam Sells succeeds in school and club soccer 

Los Gatos boys and girls basketball starts year strong 

by Austin Yung
Editorial Editor

The LGHS ice hockey season is off to a great 
start as the varsity D1 team holds second place, 
right behind St. Francis. Both teams are tied 
with four wins and one loss; however, St. Francis 
has nine points in total, while LGHS follows with 
eight. However, the team may take the lead if they 
beat the Tahoe Prep Hockey Academy on Jan. 15. 
Not too long ago, the team played Palo Alto at 
the SAP Center, winning 3-2. Junior goalie Caymus 
Stevens stated, “We’re having a great season this 
year and I’m looking forward to the games ahead 
of us. I definitely think we have a shot at winning 
this year.” The team also recently obtained new 
jerseys which sport the LGHS colors, orange and 
black, in addition to white. Now, as they skate 
onto the ice, they proudly represent our school.

The team is composed of the top hockey play-
ers at LGHS. Currently, senior Nikolas Keiner 
has scored the most goals for the team, while 
Aleksander Erk, Alex Anckarman, and Johnny 
Parsons share the most assists. Stevens, one of 
two goalies on the team, saved 101 shots out of 
118, boasting an 85.6 save percentage.  

The JV A Team, on the other hand, stands in 
fourth place, right behind the Fresno Jr Monsters. 
Three games into the season, the team has won 
a game, lost a game, and tied a game. Their next 
game is against the South Bay Eagles on Sun., 
Dec. 16, while their game on Dec. 2 against the 
Stockton Colts ended with a 4-1 win. 

STRIKE THAT PUCK: Danny Parsons shoots towards the goal.

N. Dal Porto

BOOT IT UP: Sells creates separation from a defender and kicks the ball ahead to teammates.

Sells also comments on his philosophy as a captain, leading both 
on and off the field, remarking, “I’m not really a ‘give command’ 
type of captain. I like to play my best on the field and make jokes 
and have people like and respect me through that.” 

As a captain last year, Sells shared the role with two other senior 
captains. He feels as if he has “more of an impact” this year. Being the 
only senior captain for the Varsity team, Sells hopes to lead the team 
to a CCS championship as the regular season begins in three weeks. 

Sells adds that he really enjoys the high school soccer environ-
ment compared to his club experience outside of school, explaining, 
“I feel like school soccer makes me more motivated to win each 
game and try my hardest. I have a sense of pride for my school and 
each game you win goes to your rankings in CCS and who you play 
in the big tournament.”

Playing soccer since he was only four-years-old, Sells hopes to 
make his last season of high school soccer a memorable one. Although 
Sells has had opportunities to play soccer at a college level, he is 
more interested in attending a university for the academic and com-
munity experience instead. 

GET TO THE PAINT: Senior guard Oliver Aristol finishes with a defender in his face at the rim.

ON THE ATTACK: Parsons waits for the opponent to approach him.

IN THE POCKET: Tannehill threw the game-winning touchdown.
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TALK IT OVER: Aaron Rodgers and former coach McCarthy discuss.

To add to the pandemonium, Mike McCarthy, 
the former head coach of the Green Bay Packers, 
was fired after a tough loss to Arizona on Dec. 
2. The Packers were 4-7-1 under McCarthy this 
season. McCarthy has been Green Bay’s coach since 
2006, and they have made the playoffs nine times 
with a record of 125-77-2. In 2010, the Packers 
won Super Bowl XLV. McCarthy was statistically 
one of the greatest coaches ever to be a part of the 
Packers’ organization, but the team’s poor perfor-
mance this season led to McCarthy losing his job.

On Dec. 9, the New England Patriots took on 
the Miami Dolphins in Miami, Florida. The Patriots, 
who were 9-3, were looking to secure their spot in 
the playoffs with a win against the division-rival 
Dolphins. The game came down to the final few 
seconds, with Miami behind 28-33. On the final 
play, Miami quarterback Ryan Tannehill connected 
with Kenny Stills for a 17 yard pass, but Stills 
quickly threw a lateral pass to DeVante Parker 
before going down. Parker then ran five yards 
and threw his own lateral to Kenyan Drake, who 
continued to weave through the Patriots defense 
for a 50 yard touchdown to win the game. This 
play was by far one of the most exciting to happen 
this season, and it kept the Patriots from clinching 
the division.    
(Sources: CBS, NY Times, ESPN)
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HUDDLE UP: Players gather to discuss their opponent and plan for the rest of the game.

FACE OFF: The team surrounds the face-off, ready for a loose puck.

Since the hockey team lacks players, however, 
some players on varsity must also play on JV. Ben-
jamin Bout, Gregory Santangeli, and Vaughn 
Montoya are tied with the most goals scored for 
the JV team. On top of that, Fintan Stevens holds 
the most assists, while Santangeli, also the goalie 
for the team, has saved 53 shots out of 58, giving 
him a 91.4 save percentage. 

The LGHS ice hockey teams are off to a great 
season so far, so make sure you try to catch 
one of their exciting games at the Solar4Amer-
ica Ice Rink.    
(Sources: Solar4America Ice at San Jose, Sharks 
High School Hockey)

photos courtesy R. Van Sciver

photos courtesy D. Parsons


