
by Austin Yung
Editorial Editor

All eyes were fixed on Serena Williams as 
controversies erupted during the US Open due to 
several alleged incidents of sexism. With 23 total 
Grand Slam wins, Serena Williams was on her way 
to snagging her 24th, which would tie her with 
Margaret Court, who currently holds the most 
number of Grand Slam titles in women’s singles 
tennis. However, Williams’ goal could not be met 
as she lost to Naomi Osaka due to an argument 
between Williams and the umpire, Charles Ramos, 
and Osaka’s amazing performance.

Ramos charged Williams with a penalty for 
receiving coaching during the match, which frus-
trated Williams as she contested the violation. “I’d 
rather lose than cheat,” stated Williams during a 
heated argument with the umpire. The first charge 
was only the beginning, however, as two scoring 
penalties soon followed. Williams broke her racket 
and yelled at Ramos, calling him a “thief.” These 
additional conflicts led first to a point deduction 
and then a game deduction, which assisted Osaka in 
her match against Williams with a 6-2 and 6-4 win. 

Williams’ incident with Ramos overshadowed 
Osaka’s win, as it attracted the attention of many. 
Sides began to form as spectators questioned 
whether Williams misbehaved or if Ramos’ deci-
sion was sexist.

Many people viewed Williams’ behavior as 
acceptable as Ramos’ call seemed unjust as he 
docked her a full game for name calling, which cre-
ated a huge debate online. People online, accused 
Ramos of making prejudiced calls. After the match 
Williams commented, “Just because I called him a 
thief…there are men out here who do a lot worse, 
but because I’m a woman you’re going to take this 
away from me?” 

Cross Country runs tough
by Cooper Bowen
News Editor

This year, Los Gatos cross country is strength-
ened by the addition of talented freshmen who 
helped the team place in their first meet of the 
year. The team has 90 runners, with 40 working 
out from Monday to Friday, the XC5 program, and 
50 working out from Tuesday to Thursday, called 
the XC3 program. This is the first year for this new 
system, designed to see XC3 runners conquer a 3 
mile distance at the start of the season and the XC5 
runners compete at the CCS level.

This year, cross country has added three new 
coaches to the team, as boys head coach Matt Snee 
left after last year. Coach Paul Lawryk returns for 
another season as head coach, accompanied by new 
coaches Raul Rodarte, Julie Rohloff, and Melissa 
Vukovich. Each coach has previously run or coached 
cross country and will focus on one aspect of the 
team to help students improve throughout the year.

The team competed at the Stevenson School 
Relay on Saturday, Sept. 8, with eight teams of 
five runners, four boy teams and four girl teams, to 
run 1.6 miles each, adding up to a total of 8 miles. 
The varsity girls team of freshmen Veloria Pan-
nell, Fiona Herron, and Lucy Klarich, sophomore 
Viveca Pannell, and junior Annika Paylor placed 
first with a time of 50:39, 1:40 minutes faster than 
the second place team from Lynbrook. Senior Luca 
Bommarito also ran one of the fastest splits at 8:11 

Ref miffs Queen Williams

minutes as the last runner on the varsity team, 
about 5:06 minutes per mile.

16 high schools raced at the Pebble Beach 
meet, including Los Gatos. Each team of runners 
competed against teams at their respective level: 
varsity against varsity, sub-varsity #1 against 
sub-varsity #1, and so on. For the boys teams, 
varsity placed seventh, sub-varsity #1 placed first, 
sub-varsity #2 placed fourth, and sub-varsity #3 
placed third. For the girls, varsity placed first, 
sub-varsity #1 placed second, sub-varsity #2 also 
placed second, and sub-varsity #3 placed first.

Sophomore Lizzy Kinsella, a runner on the 
girls sub-varsity #2 team, ran at the Stevenson 
meet the previous year. This year, she said “I had 
a really great time, and I won a free t-shirt since 
our team got second.” Each runner on a team that 
placed in the top three received a free Stevenson 
t-shirt awarded at a small ceremony after the 
meet concluded.

Cross country runners also competed at Early 
Bird Toro Park Relay in Salinas on Sept 15. Each 
student ran with their age group on about a three 
mile course with some large hills. The senior boys 
varsity team of five runners placed third, with 
senior Luca Bommarito placing 14th individu-
ally with a time of 16:42. Viveca Pannell placed 
seventh individually with a time of 19:40. With 
such a strong start, the season is looking good 
for the Los Gatos cross country team.

MLB playoffs approach
by Nick Borgia
P.R Editor

It’s that time of the year again. Fantasy lineups 
are set, flat screens are turned on, and NFL fans 
throughout the world sink into their couches for 
Sundays filled with hours of professional football. 

Sept. 6 marked the very first game of the NFL 
regular season. The game took place in Philadel-
phia, with the defending Super Bowl champions, 
the Philadelphia Eagles, facing off against the 
Atlanta Falcons. The Eagles defeated the Falcons 
18-12. Nick Foles started at quarterback for the 
Eagles, completing 19 of 34 passes with 117 passing 
yards. Even though he led the Eagles to a Super 
Bowl victory last season, he is still the backup 
to Carson Wentz, who tore his ACL in week 14 of 
last season.

Speaking of fantasy lineups, a former star 
running back for the Pittsburgh Steelers, Le’veon 
Bell, has yet to report to the team’s practices for 
the 2018 season. Bell is arguably one of the best 
running backs in the league, and his absence likely 
had a negative impact on Sunday’s game. Many 
fantasy team owners who drafted Bell with their 
first picks are upset that he is not currently active.

On Sept. 9, the Steelers played the Cleveland 
Browns, who were seeking to break an 18 game 
losing streak. They did exactly that. However, 
instead of a win to snap the streak, the Browns tied 
the Steelers 21-21. Each team missed game-winning 
field goals during overtime. Some speculate that 
Le’veon Bell was all the Steelers needed to push 
them above the Browns, but Bell’s backup, James 
Conner, had a notable day with 135 yards and 2 
touchdowns. 

NFL starts after long wait
by Alis Patterson
Media Production Editor

The Major League Baseball teams are sliding 
into the final stretch before playoffs. In the East 
Division of the American League, the Boston Red 
Sox lead with a record of 103-47. For the Central 
League, the Cleveland Indians dominate with 15 
wins over the Minnesota Twins in second place. 
The Houston Astros are winning in the West 
Division with a record of 94-55. In the National 
League, the Chicago Cubs are winning with a 87-62 
record overall, and also lead the Central Division 
by a thread. In the West, the Colorado Rockies 
are barely keeping their lead over the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. Lastly, in the East Division the Atlanta 
Braves are ahead. 

On Sept. 10, the Brewers came closer to their 
goal of taking away the Cubs’ control over the 
Central Division in the National League. The Brew-
ers beat the Cubs 3-2 with help from their relief 
pitcher, Josh Hader. Hader pitched six strikeouts 
while facing six batters. Out of the 12 most recent 
games that the Brewers have played, they have 
won eight, while the Cubs have won six out of 
their twelve most recent games. Both teams still 
have a chance to make the playoffs, for whoever 
loses the Central Division will most likely still play 
in the wildcard game. 

For the West Division in the National League, 
the Colorado Rockies have fortified their lead over 
the Dodgers by beating the Diamondbacks. The 
Diamondbacks placed third in the division as of 
Sept. 10, and winning that series helps the Rockies 
increase their lead over the Diamondbacks as well. 
Once again, a pitcher, German Marquez, stepped 

San Francisco 49ers quarterback Jimmy Garop-
polo was under the spotlight this week, hoping 
to win his 8th game in a row as a starter. The 
Niners also took on the Minnesota Vikings in 
Minneapolis. The Vikings made it all the way 
to the NFC championship game last season, and 
they were a force to be reckoned with. The 49ers 
trailed 6-24 in the 3rd quarter, but with minutes 
remaining in the 4th quarter, they had closed the 
gap to 16-24. However, Garoppolo’s last-second 
interception sealed the victory for the Vikings.

Sunday night’s game featured the Chicago 
Bears facing off against the Green Bay Packers. 
The Bears acquired pro bowl-linebacker Khalil 
Mack from the Oakland Raiders on Sept. 1. He 
caused a fumble and had an interception which 

in to save his team, pitching 11 strikeouts with 
only one earned run. This game puts him in the 
record books for the Rockies, as he pitched 44 
strikeouts in four games. Before this game, the 
Rockies had downward momentum. The Dodgers 
are very close to taking the lead of the West 
Division, so this will be a race to watch.

he returned for a touchdown in his Bears debut.
The Packers star quarterback, Aaron Rodgers, 

who is currently the highest paid player in the 
NFL, left the game in the early 2nd quarter with 
a leg injury. He wasn’t expected to come back, 
but Rodgers re-entered the game in the early 
3rd quarter. At this point, the Packers were 
down 0-20, but this didn’t discourage Rodgers 
from doing what he does best: comebacks. After 
a field goal and two touchdowns, the Packers 
were trailing 17-23 with 2:39 remaining in the 
4th. Rodgers quickly led his team down the field, 
and a touchdown pass to Randall Cobb gave the 
Packers a comeback victory with a score of 24-23.

Two more games took place on Sept. 10, the 
first being between the New York Jets and the 
Detroit Lions. The Jets destroyed the Lions 48-17. 
Lion’s quarterback Matthew Stafford threw four 
interceptions and only one touchdown. Week 
one finished off with the LA Rams defeating the 
Oakland Raiders 33-13. Overall, Week one was 
action packed and has fans hoping that the rest 
of the season will turn out just as interesting. 
(Sources: ESPN, BleacherReport).
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EASY YARDS: Reciever Stefon Diggs splits two players.
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ROOT FOR THE HOME TEAM: The historic Fenway Park remains active still providing 106 years of great baseball.

RELEASE: Dodgers player Clayton Kershew pitches.

GETTING THE FEEL: Prior to a serve, Williams prepares.

REACH FOR THE STARS: Williams lunges at a ball.

BOOK IT: Andrew Chrissian sprints towards the end line.

RUN FLYNN RUN: Senior Flynn Codding hustles on.
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Others argue that Williams needed to show 
better control during the disagreement. While 
many believe that the call against Williams was 
unjust, others also argue that she lacked good 
sportsmanship, which led to her downfall during 
the match.   

Williams landed herself in previous disputes 
not long before the current incident as the French 
Open banned her custom Nike catsuit as officials 
said it did not respect the game. Nike responded 
on Instagram, stating, “You can take the superhero 
out of her costume, but you can never take away 
her super powers.” After the catsuit incident, Wil-
liams changed her outfit, sporting an Off White 
tutu custom made by famous designer Virgil Abloh. 
The times are catching up with tennis as Williams 
sheds a light on the sexism within the sport. 
Tennis is growing as one of the more controver-
sial sports, due to recent events.    
(Sources: Forbes, NY Times, Business Insider,  
Vox, People)

In the American League it looks like the 
Boston Red Sox, the Cleveland Indians, and the 
Houston Astros will be making it to the playoffs. 
For the wildcard game, the New York Yankees 
and Oakland Athletics will likely be fighting for 
the last playoff spot. In the National League, 
the playoff spots will probably be held by the 
Atlanta Braves, Colorado Rockies, and Chicago 
Cubs. For the wildcard slots in this division, the 
Milwaukee Brewers and St. Louis Cardinals will 
likely be brawling for a chance to play in the 
playoffs. There are two more weeks of regular 
season games before the finals slots for the 
Division leaders and the wildcards to be decided. 
However, two weeks of games is not enough to 
change the standings for most of the divisions. 
(Sources: MLB.com and ESPN.com)
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EYEING THEM DOWN: Rodgers makes a pre-snap read. 

courtesy wikipedia


