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Juniors dance in an enchanted forest

ato
by Gabrielle Pollock
Culture Editor

On April 28 at 8PM, LGHS juniors eagerly waited outside the 
large gym for this year’s Enchanted-themed junior prom dance. After 
checking their heels and tuxedo coats, students walked through an 
illuminated pathway lined with lights, trees, and golden flowers leading 
into an enchanted oasis. Hardworking Leadership students transformed 
the large gym into a different world; the walls glowed with fleurs-de-lis 
and the tables that scattered the venue glowed with intricate designs 
that surrounded the enchanted theme. Throughout the night, students 
enjoyed dancing with friends, taking photos in the photo booth, and 
relaxing at the tables while chatting with friends and classmates. 

The juniors who attended this year’s prom raved about the dance,  
expressing how beneficial a bonding experience it was for the class 
of 2019. As standardized tests approach and finals invade students’ 
lives, some juniors utilized prom as a stress reliever from school and 
studying. Junior Sawye Raygani called it an “awesome night with 
friends before the looming AP season!”

Dance organizers provided snacks for attendees and outfitted 
bathrooms with deodorant, perfume, and various toiletries to help 
dancers look and feel their best the whole night. As students bopped, 
two-stepped, and jumped across the dance floor, the DJ pumped out 

current jams the whole night. While some students expressed negative 
feelings about the music choice, which did not vary much in genre, 
most juniors spoke highly of the easily danceable songs provided.

This year’s junior prom was extremely successful as ticket sales 
and attendance exceeded expectations: Leadership sold nearly 400 
tickets. Junior Leadership officer Jade Schreiner stated, “I felt that 
the dance really brought our class together. It’s special being able to 
attend an event like this with just the people in your class. I also 
loved being able to see all our hard work spent on Friday and Saturday 
pay off.” The goal was to create something simple, yet beautiful, so 
that everyone attending the event would feel special. The juniors on 
Leadership worked tirelessly transforming the gym for nine hours; they 
decorated the walls, bleacher handrails, tables, and the bathrooms  
with toiletries and motivational signs.  

Junior Class President Lauren Miller explained that she and 
junior class Vice President Kaila Pryor were in charge of creating the  
theme for the night. Miller explained, “We felt like the theme was 
something everyone could enjoy. We knew that the theme ‘Enchanted’ 
would be elegant and tasteful, and would reflect the formality of 
prom.” Miller and Pryor agreed on the theme because they felt 
it was something everyone could enjoy and so they could have  
more leeway with ethereal decor. After hours of planning and hard  
work, Leadership successfully hosted a beautiful prom for the  
class of 2019. 

Students travel over spring vacation
by Jordan Evans
Graphics Editor

Students typically use the week-long break between the fifth and 
sixth grading periods to catch up on some well-deserved R&R, but many 
can’t help but act when the travel bug pays them a visit. LGHS hosted 
multiple international trips over Spring Break to expose students to 
new cultures and foster their growth as young adults.

For a taste of real-life Spanish language immersion, AP Spanish 
teacher Ricardo García brought a group of six students to Peru. After 
an initial setback when their flight to LA was delayed, the group man-
aged to land in Lima and take a short breather before setting off again 
for Cusco, which lies at an elevation of 11,000 feet.

In a week packed with walking tours, classes on Peruvian culture, 
and a visit to Machu Picchu, senior Dylan Jayasekera noted that 
his favorite part of the trip was “going to the discoteca and dancing 
with a bunch of Peruvians.” The group arrived home after nine days 
with lighter wallets, heavier suitcases, and more confidence in their 
preparedness for the AP Spanish exam.

Band director Michael Pens and choir director Maricel Riley took 
an entourage of nearly 170 students and chaperones touring and per-
forming around Spain. After a 24-hour travel day of planes and buses, 
an extremely tired music program arrived in Barcelona.

Students filled their time by exploring the city, visiting the local 
markets for jamón, fresh juices, and a variety of other delicacies while 
touring the wonders of Barcelona. The choir performed in the Sagrada 
Familia, Spain’s famous church designed by Antonio Gaudí. The fol-
lowing day, the band and orchestra played in the Basílica Santa María 
de la Seu with an exchange band from the local area.

The musicians drove to Valencia next, where the band and choir 
performed with CoroMixto of the Conservatorio Municipal de Música 
de València “José Iturbi” and enjoyed fresh seafood paella and tiger 
nut orxata, a creamy, sweet drink native to the area.

The trip concluded in a cold and rainy Madrid with choir 
and orchestra performing with a local youth orchestra. After a 
long, 10-day trip, the musicians returned home with memories to  
last a lifetime.

In addition, Digi Photo students had the opportunity to visit Costa 
Rica with teacher Emily Christie over spring break. Throughout the 
week, the group learned about agricultural sustainability on a visit 
to a coffee plantation, observed the local wildlife during a ziplining 
excursion, and relaxed in the tropical sun on the beach, among other 
engaging activities.

LGHS teacher Christie Pacheco volunteered to chaperone the trip 
and she enjoyed not only exploring Costa Rica, but forming deeper con-
nections with the students. Her favorite part, though, was working on 
a service project to build a sidewalk outside of a school near the capital 
city of San José. The sidewalk stretched about 12 feet and took the 
group 6 hours to complete, and Pacheco revelled in the time seeing “the  
kids grow and learn from that experience.”

On any continent, Wildcats are eager and willing to show off their 
talents, learn more about their environments, and lend a helping hand, 
all with the support of LGHS.

PICTURESQUE PERU: Seniors explore the surrounding areas of Macchu Picchu, Lima, and Cusco.

courtesy  D. Jayasekera

El 

SWEET SMILES: Juniors Isabella Longstreth, Saba Jafroodi, and Natalie Deck pose for pictures.

ENCHANTED EVENING: Juniors Nikhil P. Patel and Annie Kettman attended prom together.
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