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by Hayley Knowlton
People Editor

At 3:25 AM on April 22, a man entered a Waffle House restaurant 
in the Antioch neighborhood of Nashville, Tennessee, and shot at 
customers in and near the restaurant. During the incident, shooter 
Travis Reinking killed two people outside the restaurant and then two 
others once inside. 

Before exiting his car, Reinking, wearing only a green jacket, sat 
in his pickup truck for approximately three minutes, examining the 
people inside the restaurant. Then, according to the police, Reinking 
exited the car with an AR-15-style rifle and promptly killed two people 
standing outside. He then entered the restaurant and immediately 
killed two other victims. 

After this, a heroic customer, James Shaw Jr., jumped into action 
and removed Reinking’s gun from his grip. Shaw took advantage of the 
opportunity when the gunman momentarily stopped shooting to look 
at his rifle. He lunged at Reinking, grabbed the gun from his hands, 
and threw it behind the counter where Reinking could not reach it. 
While Shaw denies his actions were heroic, most who hear the story 
deem him as a brave, selfless citizen. 

Shooter kills four people at the Waffle House in Tennessee
In July 2017, the Secret Service arrested him for trespassing near 

the White House and entering a restricted area. He told a Secret Ser-
vice officer that he needed to enter the White House to speak with 
the president, and he did not heed the officer’s instructions to come 
back with a tour pass.    

Reinking did not take no for an answer, and he argued that he was 
a “sovereign citizen” who had the right to enter restricted grounds. 
After the officer ordered him to leave, Reinking told him, “Do what you 
need to do. Arrest me if you need to.” So, the Secret Service arrested 
him for being on restricted grounds and refusing to leave. Shortly after 
this, authorities confiscated Reinking’s four weapons, including the 
AR-15-style rifle he used in the Waffle House shooting and revoked 
his firearm authorization. They gave the weapons to Reinking’s father, 
who gave the weapons back to his son before the shooting. 

Authorities placed Reinking in custody 35 hours after the shooting. 
Authorities set his court date for May 7, and Reinking will remain in 
police custody until then. He will be tried for four counts of criminal 
homicide. Victims included 29-year-old Waffle House employee Taurean 
Sanderlin, 20-year-old Joe Perez, 23-year-old Akilah DaSilva, and 
21-year-old DeEbony Groves. 

Shaw started a GoFundMe on Apr. 22 to raise money for the fam-
ilies of these four people, and reached 15,000 dollars that same day. 
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, Washington Post, ABC News)
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by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

Over the past couple of years, Hawaii has paved the way for envi-
ronmental improvements in the state. In 2015, Hawaii became the 
first state to successfully ban all plastic bags in stores. To add to the 
state’s endeavors in helping the environment, lawmakers proposed a 
bill to ban all sunscreens that contain ingredients harmful to reefs 
in April 2018. If the ban on sunscreen passes, Hawaii will be the first 
state to achieve this goal. 

Along with other environmental factors, scientists have studied 
the beaches, reefs, and wildlife around Hawaii. These studies have 
concluded that the decline in coral reefs directly correlates to the 
harmful chemicals, along with other minor factors, found in a majority 
of sunscreens. According to a New York Times article by Elaine Glusac, 
Craig Downs, the executive director of the Haereticus Environmental 
Laboratory, explained: “Chemicals in sunscreen that come off while 
swimming or travel through sewage systems when washed off in the 
shower are ‘bigger than climate change.’” Downs continued to hint that 
“If it continues, all of the near shore stone structures or reef structures 
will begin to disappear within the next 10 to 15 years. That will cause 
massive erosion of the beach when you get a swell. The pollution will 
cause Hanauma Bay to lose its value as a major tourism attraction.” 
The effects of sunscreen runoff will not only kill the coral reefs, but 
will also significantly impact the amount of tourism; therefore, the 
absence of tourism will negatively affect the economy. 

Sunscreen commonly sold at convenience stores contains oxy-
benzone and octmoxate; these lab-created toxins seep into the reefs, 

causing a viral infection leading to reef bleaching. Stephanie Wear, the 
Nature Conservancy’s director of coral conservation, clarified, “corals 
have a limited temperature range within which they can live. When 
it gets too hot, they get stressed out – and this relationship with the 
algae goes sour. The tiny algae are ejected from the corals, turning 
them white, thus the term ‘bleached.’ If these algae aren’t reabsorbed 
in the near term, the coral will die.” The increasing amount of sun-
screen in the oceans around Hawaii irritates the algae and eventually 
kills the colorful coral. 

 A 2008 European study claimed that over 14,000 tons of sun-
screen end up in the world’s oceans every year, and this discovery 
jump-started projects to solve the issues. Since the discovery of these 
destructive ingredients, companies designed alternate sunscreens 
without oxybenzone. 

Along with sunscreen substitutes, multiple Hawaiian resorts do 
their part by educating their guests about the horrific effects. In her 
article, Glusac stated: “Outrigger Resorts in Hawaii also provides free 
samples of reef-safe sunscreen to guests. It has used All Good products, 
which rely on the mineral-based sunblock zinc oxide, in the past and 
plans to debut its own Ozone line of environmentally friendly sun-
screen this year.” Hawaiian businesses and companies try their best 
to contribute to stopping the sunscreen impact on the coral reefs. 

The chief executive officer of the Coral Restoration Foundation, 
R. Scott Winters, advises people to recognize their impact on the 
world and explains that proper education will resolve these problems. 
”This is one impact that we can control. If we are to be successful in 
bringing coral reefs back to a healthy state, it is incredibly important 

Hawaii implements a new bill to benefit the environment
that people visiting them choose sunscreens that do not contain 
oxybenzone,” Winters said. 

Senate Bill 2571, proposed in the beginning of April, will reach a 
verdict soon. If the bill passes, it will come into effect in July 2019.
(Sources: NY Times, CBS, US News)

TOXIC BEAUTY: Hanauma is a major tourist attraction but could lose business due to pollution.

by John Field
Editorial Editor

An engine on Southwest Airlines Flight 1380 
exploded in mid-air on April 17, killing one passen-
ger and forcing an emergency landing. The flight 
took off from New York’s LaGuardia airport and 
planned to land in Dallas; however, only 20 min-
utes in, one of the 24 engine fan blades broke off 
at high speed and hit the plane several rows back. 

The debris broke open a window, and the 
sudden change in pressure began to suck passenger 
Jennifer Riordan out of the plane. Several other 
passengers attempted to block the hole before 
managing to pull her completely inside, but she 
died of blunt trauma shortly after paramedics 
rushed her to a hospital. Seven others sustained 
injuries, though none were critically injured. This 
event is the first death on a Southwest flight in 
the company’s history, and the first on a US airline 
since 2009.

Colleges spark controversy 
by Chloe Mendoza
Media Production Editor

Within the span of one week, two popular uni-
versities, California State Polytechnic University (Cal 
Poly SLO) and Syracuse University, elicited outrage 
from the media for racial controversies. 

On April 10, the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity at 
Cal Poly SLO posted racist photos on social media 
during the college’s annual multicultural event, 
leading to the fraternity’s suspension. Photos of 
fraternity members dressed as gang members and 
holding up gang signs swept across social media, but 
one particular image sparked the most outrage. The 
snapshot featured a fraternity brother in blackface, 
disturbing those who had been told that one of Cal 
Poly’s greatest focuses was a “diverse student body.” 
Cal Poly has released multiple statements criticizing 
the fraternity in the aftermath of the controversy, 
scrambling to regain the support of freshmen from 
different backgrounds. One of these upset students 
is Erica Green, who said, “[The photo] doesn’t make 
me feel that this campus wants people like me here, 
like I’m appreciated.”

Almost simultaneously, Syracuse University sus-
pended an engineering fraternity after the release 

Following the engine’s destruction, the plane 
tilted 41 degrees to the left as oxygen masks 
dropped. Pilot Tammie Jo Shults righted the plane 
before taking a rapid 20,000 foot descent to a safer 
altitude for breathing; she then flew the hobbled 

of a six-minute long video containing a pledge to 
“always have hate in [his] heart” for African-Amer-
icans, Hispanics and Jews. The brothers jokingly 
used offensive slurs, and, in one instance, mocked 
the Holocaust. In the video, they say “Jews [need 
to] get in the shower” in an allusion to the gas 
chambers in concentration camps. 

Similar to Cal Poly, Syracuse immediately 
released statements promising an investigation 
and ensuring the public that the school doesn’t 
support such offensive remarks, but students 
remain frustrated. Liam McMonagle, a sophomore 
at Syracuse, stated: “This is not the first incident 
like this on campus… It’s the same response every 
time. It’s ‘Here’s counseling, we’re here if you 
need us, there’s resource centers, and we promise 
we’ll punish them.’ But there’s no mechanisms 
for change.”

McMonagle, like many students, are tired of 
hearing about their schools criticizing racial con-
troversy, but failing to enact sufficient change. In 
2015, Sigma Alpha Epsilon closed its University of 
Oklahoma chapter after its members chanted how 
the fraternity didn’t allow African-Americans in 
their ranks. Last year, a black student at Cornell 
University was attacked, an assault many believe 
one of Cornell’s fraternities orchestrated. 

The groups make empty excuses: Lambda Chi 
brothers insisted they were “misinterpreted” and 
the student wore blackface to show he was “on the 
black team,” while the Syracuse fraternity claims 
the video was a “satirical sketch.” As horrifying 
as students have found these events, they hope 
to turn something bad into something good. 
McMonagle and his fellow organizers in protest 
want to use this as an “opportunity” to galvanize 
students into action and finally make a change 
at their schools. 
Sources: (NY Times, Time, NY Post)

LAST STRAW: One of the incidents occurred at Syracuse University.

Southwest engine explodes
plane to Philadelphia for an emergency landing. 
Shults, one of the Navy’s first female fighter pilots 
and the first to fly an F/A-18, landed the plane at 
190 mph – higher than the usual 155 mph, with no 
further casualties.

The pilots of the plane said in a statement that 
“we all feel we were simply doing our jobs. Our 
hearts are heavy. On behalf of the entire crew, we 
appreciate the outpouring of support from the public 
and our coworkers as we all reflect on one family’s 
profound loss.”

Riordan’s family and friends gathered for a 
service in memory of the Albuquerque resident. 
“We appreciate the outpouring of support from 
the community. It truly touches our hearts,” the 
Riordan family wrote in a statement. “We know 
there are many in the community who want to 
celebrate Jennifer.” 

In the panic and fear that the flight would crash, 
passengers attempted to contact loved ones through 
the in-flight Wi-Fi, and one passenger streamed the 
event on Facebook live. Each passenger received a 
5000 dollar check from Southwest.

The plane went through a scheduled inspection 
just days before the event, but a spokesperson 
said that the inspection team found no issues. 
Southwest voluntarily began to reexamine the 
engine fan blades on all of its aircraft – which are 
all Boeing 737s. Although the company attempted 
to perform the inspections overnight, the airline 
had to cancel about 40 flights on April 22 and will 
continue cancelling flights as needed until inspec-
tions are complete in early May. Southwest said 
the cancellations are only one percent of all daily 
flights, and “is similar, or less than, what we would 
cancel on any given operating day due to things 
like local weather.”
(Sources: ABC, CNN, NBC)

DEADLY FlIGHT: An official inspects the engine of the plane. 
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LETHAL WEAPON: Travis Reinking killed four people with an AR-15 weapon. 

RURAL TRAGEDY: The devastating shooting took place at a Waffle House in Nashville.

The 29-year-old suspect, who moved from Morton, Illinois, to 
Nashville last year, has serious mental health issues and a long criminal 
history. According to a police report, in May 2016, Reinking had a 
psychotic episode and told responders that Taylor Swift was stalking 
him and that he was going to kill himself.


