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Te a c he r s  f r o m 
schools all over the 
world face virtually the 
same levels of stress as 
their respective stu-
dents. Although there 
may be less pressure for 
them to balance extra-

curriculars and excel in various subjects, faculty 
members are paid for their efforts to educate. 
The extent to which they handle stress, deal with 
adolescents, and best educate their students is in 
direct correlation with the path of their occupa-
tion; if they cannot succeed in these things, their 
career will be jeopardized. Because of this, there 
is just as much – if not more – pressure 
placed on teachers as there is pressure 
placed on students. Additionally, 
teachers have to find a balance 
between the work required for 
their job, including lesson 
plans, grading, establish-
ing mutual understanding 
of the material among their 
students, and a personal life. 

When students claim 
that none of their teach-
ers express concern about 
their increasing anxiety 
and stress levels, they are 
making a false and biased 
accusation. By assigning homework, presenta-
tions, and tests, teachers are merely doing what 
they are paid to do. It is unfair for students to 
blame their personal mental health issues on the 
work assigned to them by teachers who are paid 
to do exactly that. While I believe that teachers 
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As much as I love 
films like Bohemian 
Rhapsody and Carol, 
there’s one major flaw 
that prevents me from 
completely supporting 
them: straight and/or 
cisgender actors playing 

queer characters. For example, Rami Malek, Rooney 
Mara, and Cate Blanchett play the main characters 
in those movies. While these actors may portray 
their characters excellently, there’s also a part of 
me that wishes for actual members of the LGBTQ+ 
community to fill these roles. Straight actors have 
played queer characters quite skillfully, but perhaps 
if queer people are given more opportunities to fill 
these roles, the urgency for representation would 
be reduced, allowing for all 
sorts of actors to fill a 
variety of roles.

When we’re chil-
dren, we always imag-
ine the actors of our 
favorite characters to be 
similar to their onscreen 
personas. For a young ques-
tioning or queer individual, 
seeing a queer person play a 
LGBTQ+ person could be extraor-
dinarily reassuring. Placing queer 
people into these roles reaffirms that being LGBTQ+ 
is accepted in these industries and that there’s 
hope and opportunities for younger generations 
of queer people.

Beyond its impact on future generations, it’s 
especially important to place an actor in the role 
who can properly portray the experience. A trans-
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gender person can bring their own experience into 
a performance about transgender issues, while a 
cisgender individual would not have the kind of 
knowledge to add that extra element of emotion to 
the role. As actress Indya Moore said in a Twitter 
post, “When cis women play trans men, you are 
reducing the existential experience of a trans man 
as playing dress up. Cis people cannot tell trans 
stories - don’t have the range.” While these people 
may be excellent actors, they cannot connect to 
these roles in the way transgender individuals can 
– and therefore cannot make their performance as 
accurate or emotionally moving. 

This personal experience would be especially  
important during press events. Members of the 
LGBTQ+ community can answer questions about 
being queer far better than those who aren’t. Even 
though the support of allies is essential to the 

growth of LGBTQ+ representation and 
acceptance, there are just some 

situations where straight and/
or cisgender people need 

to use their privilege to 
highlight the voices of 
those in the community 
rather than speaking 
over those people.

The film industry 
should be more open to 
this kind of representa-
tion, especially consid-

ering that audiences are 
more aware than ever of the diversity during award 
shows. Placing queer actors into corresponding 
roles allows for more honest, emotional storytelling 
and hope for a future where the LGBTQ+ rainbow 
doesn’t have to hide behind the dreary grey skies 
of tradition.
(Sources: Mashable, them.)

should attempt to communicate with each other 
in regards to test dates, large presentations, and 
projects in order to avoid an overwhelming build 
up of work and assignments, it is the students’ 
responsibility to space out those assignments 
according to their individual schedules and 
manage their time effectively.

Additionally, all students at LGHS are placed 
randomly into classes of their chosen academic 
courses and take various different electives, 
meaning every individual has different classes 
and teachers for said classes. Because of this, it 
is impossible for specific teachers to plan around 
each student’s schedule and communicate with all 
their other teachers. It is unreasonable to expect 

teachers to operate primarily around 
what is convenient for their stu-
dents, as they are simultane-
ously working to balance their 
own personal agendas. 

However, it is imperative 
that teachers still respect the 
limits and promote the academic 
achievement of their students. 
If a wide majority of their 
class is struggling, falling 
behind on work, and spend-
ing an unreasonable amount 
of time on classwork, home-
work, and studying, then, 
perhaps, the teacher should 

call their methods into ques-
tion. Of course it is a possibility 

that some staff members are overworking their 
students, but if students truly believe their 
assignment load is irrationally heavy, they should 
find time to have a discussion with their teacher 
instead of complaining about unfair treatment 
and high stress levels.

The Color Purple, by Alice Walker, is 
famous, and not without reason; it won a 
Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award 
for Fiction. As such, the book made its way 
onto bookshelves throughout the 
world as it was trans-
lated into twenty-five 
languages. There is no 

denying that the novel - which handles topics 
such as slavery, sexism, racial oppression, abuse, 
and LGBTQ+ relationships - was monumental and 
groundbreaking. With that in mind, it’s no surprise 
that activists and teachers champion the novel and 
its concepts. However, it may be time to reconsider 
The Color Purple’s, or any of Walker’s writings, place 
on a pedestal.

Belonging to a marginalized group does not give 
one a green light to slander other minorities. How-
ever, Alice Walker would have you believe otherwise 
with her extreme anti-Semitic rhetoric. On Dec. 13, 
Walker revealed to the NY Times that she had And 
The Truth Shall Set You Free, by David Icke, on her 
nightstand and recommended the book. She argued 
Icke was not “anti-Jewish,” but that he “is brave 
enough to ask the questions others fear to ask, 
and to speak his own understanding of the truth 
wherever it might lead.” 

However, Icke’s book argues that Holocaust 

denial should be taught in schools as a genuine possibility and Jews 
are responsible for organizing anti-Semitic attacks. Even the NYT itself 
was quick to note that, “Readers who were aware of Mr. Icke’s extreme 
views and his role in spreading anti-Semitic tropes and ideas saw Ms. 
Walker’s recommendation as not only offensive, but as a dangerous 

endorsement of bigotry and hatred.” Despite 
Walker’s claim, it is glaringly obvious that 

Icke’s conspiracy theories are blatant 
expressions of anti-Semitic ideology. 
Walker’s defense of such views is a 
red flag that points to her prejudice.

Some may consider the mes-
sage a one-time mistake, but this 
assumption is misinformed. This 
is not Walker’s first incident of 
anti-Semitism. In 2017, her web-
site uploaded a poem called “It Is 
Our (Frightful) Duty to Study the 
Talmud” by Walker herself. In it, 
Walker writes, “Simply follow the 
trail of ‘The Talmud’ as its poison 
belatedly winds its way / Into 
our collective consciousness… Are 
Goyim (us) meant to be slaves of 
Jews, and not only / That, but to 
enjoy it?”    

Others may argue that we can 
separate creators from their con-
tent. However, that is not the way 

the world works. Our world is not 

one in which things can be dissected and compartmentalized to a 
point where you can idealize a person but remain uninfluenced by 
their dark sides. Authors and their books are connected, and it is 
indisputable that praise of Walker’s work equates to praise of at least 
part of Walker as a person.

We do not live in an unaffected bubble. Anti-Semitism is preva-
lent even here in Los Gatos, and to pretend otherwise is to allow its 
continuation; microaggressions are a daily occurrence at LGHS. I can’t 
count the number of times I have heard Holocaust jokes, and I know 
my experience is shared among other Jewish students. When our 
school praises Walker’s writing as a glowing example of fine literature, 
it praises Walker herself, and Jewish students are not blind to the 
implications. Condoning her prejudice because of her achievements 
is nonsensical. As long as LGHS continues to paint Walker and her 
novel as exemplary without condemning her hateful position, it will 
send a message that discriminatory words and actions against Jews 
are meaningless and not worth consideration.

I’m not arguing that nobody should  read Walker’s works. If you are 
interested, then by all means, go right ahead. However, in a secular 
public school, I don’t think an author’s discrimination can be over-
looked. For her works to be prominently displayed in classrooms and 
printed on reading lists sends a painful message: anti-Semitism is excus-
able, or it is not a problem significant enough to warrant reevaluation. 

If LGHS cares about protecting its Jewish students from  
discrimination, then the right course of action is to end the support of 
bigoted authors, no matter their talent. Thus, English classes should 
stop promoting The Color Purple, or any of Walker’s writings, in an 
academic setting.
(Sources: PBS, NY Times, The Guardian, Mercury, Washington Post, 
Alice Walker: The Official Website) 

With the ever-grow-
ing popularity of social 
media fueling the desire 
for a picture-perfect life, 
being able to appreciate 
the mundane aspects 
of life becomes increas-
ingly difficult. For most 

kids, any moment not worthy of the ‘gram is not 
worth living. This mentality bleeds into school, 
health, relationships, and it’s hard to shake. Every 
day we spend hours scrolling through the very best 
aspects of the lives of our peers, so how can we not, 
even if unconsciously, compare ourselves? The Fear of 
Missing Out (FOMO) really can be real. With all of that said: 
please do not believe that the only way to enjoy a vacation 
is from a beach in Greece.

Being that this is LGHS, it’s safe to assume that most of us live 
in Los Gatos. However, I think a lot of us don’t realize that it’s a 
pretty cool place. The novelty wore off long ago, which is fair, but a 

Traveling is not mandatory in order to enjoy vacation
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lot of us don’t even look around anymore, believing that ‘we’ve 
seen it all.’ This isn’t a Los Gatos pitch, I’m not trying to sell 
the idea of our town – this same concept is true for San Jose, 

Gilroy, Cupertino, etc. People who grew up in France don’t 
carry around a camera and buy bread from every corner 
bakery. Children living in Brazil don’t see the romanticized 
twinkle of Rio that some tourists do; they just see home. 
I also don’t mean to compare Los Gatos with Paris, 

but next time you drive around town, take a 
second to imagine you’re seeing the Bay 

Area for the first time.
Traveling, most of the time, 

is awesome. Incredible 
memories can be made 

in unfamiliar places 
with that spe-

cial ‘I woke up at three 
a.m, have had six cups 
of coffee, been in this 
sweatshirt for two days 
and smell like an airport’ 
energy. Take pictures! Have 

three gelatos a day! Post about your trip, but if you’re at home, remember 
the best memories happen in your best friend’s kitchen or downtown 
on Sunday morning. If you stay in town during break, sleep in! Watch 

the eight movies you’ve been meaning to see 
in one day. Meet up with your friends and 
drive down to Big Sur, or north to San 
Francisco. Take a hike, paint the sunset, 
or maybe even have a bonfire fueled by 
old essays and homework. You don’t have 

to worry about missing your flight or 
hotel dinner reservation. 

It can be frustrating to 
see all of your friends living 
it up in the Bahamas when 

all you’ve done is eaten an entire roll 
of Pillsbury limited edition holiday  
cookies over the break, but who’s 
to say that’s such a bad thing? 
Break is called break for a reason, 
so take time to kick back and relax. 
Just remember: traveling isn’t a  
requirement for a good vacation. 
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