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Iran deal leads to contention 
by Connor Holland
Media Production Editor 

The 2015 Iran nuclear deal was struck between 
Iran and six world powers: the US, UK, Russia, 
France, Germany, and China. In this deal, these coun-
tries agreed to lift crippling economic sanctions on 
Iran if it agreed to specific limitations on its nuclear 
energy program. The main concern shared among 
the six world powers is that Iran may use its energy 
program to develop nuclear weapons. To prevent this, 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA, 
requires that Iran reduce its uranium stockpile by 
98 percent. Furthermore, the plan details that Iran 
can only refine uranium to a level of 3-4 percent.

COMPROMISE: President Macron softened his stance on the deal. 

by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

On April 23, 10 people were killed and 14 
more were injured in a deliberate van crash in 
Toronto, Canada. Investigations are still ongoing 
as authorities try to understand the motive behind 
the murders. 

Toronto Police authorities identified the killer 
as 25-year-old Alek Minassian, who drove directly 
onto a sidewalk, hitting pedestrians in his way. 
Minassian is from Richmond Hill, just slightly north 
of Toronto. After the event, Minassian fled from the 
scene, but police forces found him seven minutes 
later. Const. Ken Lam detained Minassian and 
prevented further casualties. As of now, Minassian 
is charged with 10 counts of murder, and another 
thirteen counts of attempted murder. Most of the 
subjects hit during the attack were women, but 
authorities state that this was not the objective of 
the driver. Immediately after the crash, 10 of the 
victims went to the Sunnybrook Health Sciences 
Centre for medical treatment, where two died 
before even entering the hospital. As of April 23, 
five of the victims are in critical condition, two are 
in serious condition, and one is in fair condition. 

Both police officers and government officials 
have made several responses to the attack. Toronto 
Mayor John Tory stated, “this is a time when this 
community should come together. I hope that we 
will, as a city, remind ourselves of the fact that we 
are admired around the world for being inclusive 
and for being accepting and understanding and 
considerate, and that we are united in standing 
in solidarity, especially with those who have 
fallen victim to this terrible tragedy today.” Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau also commented on the 
severity of the event, saying, “at this time, we have 
no reason to suspect that there is any national 
security element to this attack, but obviously the 
investigations continue.” 

However, authorities believe that the crash was 
no mistake. Chief of Police Saunders explained that 
“the actions definitely looked deliberate.” Saunders 
went on to say, “based on witness accounts, we 
have a vehicle that started north on Yonge Street 
from Finch and drove southbound at some point in 
times on sidewalks, at some point in times driving 
southbound in northbound lanes.” 

The tragedy that Canada experienced is still 
under investigation by a variety of authorities. At 
the end of the day, Trudeau  stated, “all Canadians 
stand united with Toronto today.”
(Sources: Time, Channel News Asia, The Star, CNN)

Toronto man kills ten in van

AFTERMATH: Toronto Mayor John Tory comforted the community .

Armenian president Serzh Sargsyan quits after mass protests
by John Field
Editorial Editor 

Serzh Sargsyan, Armenia’s president of 14 years, stepped down 
from his post of prime minister after eleven days of protests and 
mounting opposition. On April 23, Sargsyan gave in to tens of thou-
sands of demonstrators in the country’s biggest protest in years. Even 
uniformed soldiers had joined the protests despite Sargsyan’s previous 
promises of punishment. Residents of the capital, Yerevan, filled the 
streets to celebrate the end of his reign. In a statement issued after 
his abdication, he said, “the street movement is against my tenure. 
I am fulfilling your demand.” He added that “the situation that has 
been created has a few solutions, but I am not part of any of them.”

Sargsyan served two terms as president prior to the end of his 
term on April 9, but in 2015’s constitutional referendum, he amended 
the constitution to transfer power from the president to the prime 
minister – which he became when lawmakers voted him in. In his 
wake, he handpicked a successor, Armen Sargsyan, who is not related, 
to fill the office of president, though this became largely ceremonial 
after the constitutional changes. Many compared his plot to his ally 

Kabul suffers large bombing 
by Sam Zukin
National Editor

On April 21, 69 people died in Kabul, Afghani-
stan, after a suicide bomber blew himself up at a 
voter registration center. According to the Public 
Health Ministry spokesman Wahid Majro, an 
additional 120 people were injured. Among the 
deceased are five small children and 21 women, 
according to Majro.

ISIS claimed responsibility for the bombing in 
a statement through its news agency. The terrorist 
organization appeared to be targeting individuals 
who were attempting to obtain national identifica-
tion cards, according to Gen. Daud Amin, the Kabul 

COMPLETE TERROR : Terrorist bombed the already struggling city. 

police chief. ISIS wanted to kill the Shi`ite apos-
tates, a branch of Islam that holds the belief that 
Muhammad chose Ali ibn Abi Talib as his successor. 
People heard the extremely loud bomb from miles 
away. News agencies captured citizens running to 
hospitals to see if their loved ones made it out 
alive. “I was lined up with my family members to 
process the voting registration and suddenly saw 
chaos after a huge blast,” Bilal Amiri, a citizen from 
Afghanistan, told the Guardian newspaper. “People 
were crying, some of the injured breathed their last 
in front of me and I was helpless.” 

Just two weeks ago, militants killed three 
police officers who were guarding voter registra-
tion centers in two different Afghan provinces. The 
Taliban has also targeted government and security 
forces. Both groups rebuke democratic elections in 
favor of a harsh form of Islamic law. The lack of 
government help has caused an outcry. “Now we 
know the government cannot provide us security. 
We have to get armed and protect ourselves,” an 
Afghani witness named Akbar said. 

Citizens wanted to obtain these identifica-
tion cards before the Oct. 20 legislative elec-
tions. Authorities in Afghanistan hope to register 
approximately 14 million adults at more than 7,000 
polling centers for both the parliamentary and 
district council elections. 

The violence continued in other parts of 
Afghanistan as well. Five individuals died in the 
northern Afghanistan province of Baghlan when 
their vehicle struck a roadside bomb on April 21. 
On April 20, a district police chief passed away from 
a gunshot wound in the northern Balkh province 
after being involved in a gun battle. On April 24, 
two more policemen were killed in the western 
part of the Badghis province Gen. John Nichol-
son, the top US and NATO commander, expects 
the Taliban to carry out more devastating attacks  
on Afghanistan. 

by Andy Braham
World Editor

On April 7, video recordings, photos, and 
personal accounts emerged which alleged two 
chemical weapons were released in Douma, a small 
Syrian city northeast of Damascus. The city is cur-
rently under the control of Sunni-backed radical 
Islamist group Jaish al-Islam. Although little is 
actually known about the attack, the death toll 
is rumored to be in high seventies. No party has 
claimed responsibility, but the US and other west-
ern nations blamed the Russian-backed regime of 
Bashar al-Assad, while Russia claimed the incident 
was some sort of fabrication. 

Leaders from around the world spoke about the 
attacks with differing opinions. Most shockingly, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
said, “While the Syrian army has the upper hand 
in the war against armed terrorists, it is not logical 
for them to use chemical weapons. Such claims and 
accusations [about chemical weapons use] by the 
Americans and some Western countries signal a new 
plot against the government and nation of Syria 
and is an excuse for military action against them.”

The alleged attacks took place at one and four 
in the afternoon and involved the use of  either 
chlorine, a sarin nerve agent, or a mix of the two. 
Immediately after the attack, victims rushed into 
a hospital in eastern Ghouta. One day after the 
attack, the rebel group controlling the area sur-
rendered and returned the territory to the Syrian 
government.  The Assad regime bused remaining 
rebel forces out of eastern Ghouta. 

The international community criticized these 
attacks, and UN ambassadors from dozens of 
countries voted to condemn the actions of the 
Assad regime. The Organization for the Prohibi-
tion of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), which the UN 
previously called to determine the source of the 
chemical weapons used in the Khan Shaykhun 

attack in April of last year, deployed into Syria with 
a special UN convoy to address this recent incident. 
The OPCW cme prepared with chemical detection 
equipment and hazmat gear to visit the sites on 
April 13, but stayed in Damascus due to security 
concerns. Adding to their security concerns was 
the April 9 bombing of a Syrian Airfield by Israeli 
fighter jets. The UN’s mission stalled again when 
US, British, and French forces bombed a supposed 
chemical weapons research facility on April 14. 
Less than a dozen casualties are suspected from 
these bombings. The US led retaliation was the 
second time that Trump authorized force against 
the Assad regime. 
(Sources: BBC, NBC, FOX, RT, NY Times)

US hits Assad regime targets

SPECIAL TRAINING: OPCW experts arrive in Syria for their analysis.
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PUBLIC PRESSURE: Increasing opposition led president Serzh Sargsyan to end his term. 

Putin’s return to the presidency in 2012 after he served as prime 
minister for four years. 

After hundreds of arrests and police threatening protesters, many 
expected Sargsyan to hold his power and brutally crack down on the 
the protests. However, Sargsyan released protest leader and opposi-
tion coalition leader Nikol Pashinyan shortly before he stepped down, 
saying, “this is the last time I will speak to you as head of the govern-
ment. Nikol Pashinyan was right.”

Although Russia has previously attempted to intervene in neighbor-
ing countries to prevent revolutions, it accepted Sargsyan’s resignation. 
Russia, however, is likely watching closely to ensure that Armenia 
remains in its favor; Armenia is strategically important. “For now, we 
see that the situation is not unfolding in a destabilizing way which 
is a cause for satisfaction,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

Until lawmakers vote in a new prime minister in May, former prime 
minister Karen Karapetyan will hold the post. As of April 30, the only 
candidate running is Pashinyan, but lawmakers may choose to boycott 
the vote to avoid the opposition leader from gaining power.
(Sources: CNBC, CNN, NPR, The Guardian)

The Iran deal was a keystone of Barack Obama’s 
foreign policy, and although it has yielded some 
positive results, President Trump’s statements 
display how averse he is to this plan. Trump said 
that the Iran deal is “one of the worst and most 
one-sided transactions the United States has ever 

entered into.” The Trump administration threat-
ened that if the agreement is not reformed by 
May 12, the United States will reimpose sanc-
tions on Iran.

French President Emmanuel Macron recently 
visited the White House to discuss the terms of the 
JCPOA. President Macron, unlike Trump, feels that 
the nuclear deal was a step in the right direction, 
and although it should be reformed to address 
broadening issues, it is an excellent foundation. 
After speaking with Trump, Macron told reporters, 
“No matter the decision now that President Trump 
will take, I would like us to work as from now on 
a new deal with four pillars, including what is 
already covered by the JCPOA.”

After his meeting with Macron, Trump, who 
previously seemed rigid in his stance on the 
JCPOA, hinted at his willingness to reform the 
deal rather than eliminate it. Trump explained, 
“We can be flexible. You know, in life you have 
to be flexible.”

As of now, it seems that the JCPOA will stay 
intact due to lobbying from foreign powers. France, 
Germany, and the UK, also known as the E3, are 
currently negotiating with the US in attempt to 
assuage Trump’s concerns about the nuclear deal. 
The US and the E3 have been discussing a pack-
age in which first and foremost the JCPOA stays 
in place with existing parameters, but it will be 
replaced with a follow up agreement when cer-
tain terms of the deal expire. If this negotiation 
appeases both sides, it means there will be no 
reimposed sanction on Iran but increased limita-
tion for the country’s nuclear programs. 
(Sources: CNN, NY Times) 


