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Ruth Bader Ginsburg empowers women
by Erin Grasty
Editor-in-Chief
      On Dec. 13, Netf-
lix released one of its 
most recent hits, Bird 
Box, a Netflix Original 
movie based on a novel 
by Josh Malerman. Without any advertisement 
preceding its release, Bird Box quickly became 
an internet craze. Featuring many of Hollywood’s 
favorite stars, like Sandra Bullock, John Malkov-
ich, and Sarah Paulson, Bird Box was bound to 
grasp some attention. This sci-fi thriller showcases 
human survival in the midst of an apocalypse. 
Most people think of zombies when they hear the 
word ‘apocalypse,’ but Bird Box displays a world 
taken over by a translucent presence, called the 
‘entity’ by fans, that transforms the minds of 
civilians, likely leading to their immediate death 
by suicide. The movie specifically follows Malorie, 
played by Sandra Bullock, her kids, and the people 
she encounters throughout her trek for survival.
      Though Bird Box has gained a lot of positive 
attention for its unique plotline and thrilling con-
cept, it has also attracted a significant amount of 
controversy. Many viewers believe that the ending 
of the film does not live up to to the preceding 
mystery. Additionally, the ending 
left many viewers with 
unanswered ques-
tions, leading to 
the suspicion that 
Netflix will release 
a sequel. Others felt 
that in comparison 
to the book, the 
movie was a flowery interpretation of a slightly 
morbid and sinister story. Not only has Bird Box 
gotten attention for its plotline, but the character 
commonality – wearing blindfolds to avoid seeing 
the entity – has inspired an internet craze.
      Quickly after the movie’s release, Twitter 
users turned the movie into a meme, includ-

by Delaney Brown 
People Editor
      Over the past few years, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, popularly 
known as the Notorious RBG, 
has grown very popular amongst 
younger generations. Her recent 
media exposure can be attributed 
to a book and movie of the same 
name, “The Notorious RBG,”and the recent 
biopic, “On the Basis of Sex,” all of which 
explore her pivotal efforts to increase 
gender equality in the United States. 
The liberal Supreme Court Justice, who 
is now 85 years old, has become a hero 
for many women and young girls with her 
inspiring story of how she came to be in her 
current powerful position.  
      Born in 1933, Ginsburg grew up in an era 
when women felt pressured to stay home and find 
a husband who would be the main breadwinner of 
their family. Instead, young Ginsburg decided to 
pursue her passion in law by attending law school 
at Harvard University. As she started to chase a 
professional career in law, she faced a lot of dis-
crimination because of her gender as she 
was one of few women in 
a male-dominated field. 
      While Ginsburg was 
still getting her degree, 
her husband was diag-
nosed with cancer and 
she gave birth to a baby 
girl. Because of this, 
she took her husband’s 
courses while he was bed-
ridden and helped him 
learn the course material, 
while also caring for her 
newborn daughter. Despite 
these challenges, Ginsburg 
still passed all of her own 
classes with top marks 

      That’s Cringe: From videos about “godly” girls 
to soulmates who met at Whole Foods, YouTubers 
and comedians Cody Ko and Noel Miller tackle many 
subjects in their “That’s Cringe” series. Featured 
on Ko’s channel, this duo picks apart ridiculous 
content for their subscribers’ amusement, making 
you laugh until you can’t breathe. To kick off your 
binge watching session, I’d start by watching That’s 
Cringe: you. or That’s Cringe: Girl Defined Edition.
-Tatum Jenkins, Editor-In-Chief
      Beautiful Boy: Released this past October, 
Beautiful Boy is a moving screen adaption of a true 
story. Nic Sheff is an alcoholic eighteen year old 
boy severely addicted to a number of drugs: meth, 
heroin, and cocaine to name a few. The movie follows 
Nic and his family through his addiction, relapses, 
and recovery, while also highlighting the beauty in 
life. Nic’s father, David, is in the dark about Nic’s 
alcohol and drug dependencies until Nic suggests 
they smoke a joint together; David reluctantly 
agrees and is clued in to his son’s marijuana use. 
Their previously strong relationship derails as Nic’s 
addiction spirals. Beautiful Boy is a haunting, ter-
rifying, and at times beautiful story of addiction, 
love, and soul searching.
-Charlotte Brezoczky, Graphics Editor

ing a meme of Sandra 
Bullock’s blindfolded 
head photoshopped 
onto Cody Parkey, a 

kicker for the Chicago 
Bears, to mock his lack 

of accuracy when miss- ing what would’ve been 
a game-winning 43-yard field goal. People started 
doing the ‘Bird Box Challenge’ where participants go 
24 hours blindfolded. Also, Snapchat created a story 
where users could post videos of themselves mock-
ing or attempting the challenge by taking out the 
trash or completing simple lifestyle chores while 
blindfolded. Though this challenge started as a 
friendly joke, some Bird Box fans took it to another 
level. On Jan.12, in Layton, Utah, a 17-year-old girl 
put herself and others in danger by attempting the 
‘Bird Box Challenge’ while driving. This resulted in 
a two-car collision and is just one example of how 
this challenge is going haywire. 
      On Jan. 2, Netflix tweeted, “Can’t believe I have 
to say this, but: PLEASE DO NOT HURT YOURSELVES 
WITH THIS BIRD BOX CHALLENGE.” Despite Netflix’s 
announcement, fans continued to attempt the Bird 
Box Challenge in ways that put their health and 
safety at risk. Then, on Jan. 15, YouTube updated 
its policies to discourage those from posting videos 

of them attempting the Bird Box Chal-
lenge: “Our Com-
munity Guidelines 
prohibit content 
that encourages 
dangerous activi-
ties that are likely 
to result in serious 
harm, and today 

clarifying what this means for dangerous chal-
lenges and pranks.”
      Hopefully, as a result of YouTube’s policy change, 
fans will give the Bird Box Challenge a rest and 
simply appreciate the film as is. 
(Sources: The Atlantic, IGN, The Washington Post, 
Twitter, IMDB, CBS News, NBC News)

     David Dobrik Vlogs: If you ever need a little 
boost of laughter or hope on the dreary, rainy days 
of winter, popular YouTuber David Dobrik can pro-
vide just that. His creative genius shines through 
his vlogs, which are only four minutes and twenty 
seconds. David’s charismatic personality had me 
subscribed to both his primary and second channel 
within minutes of watching his first video and has 
me constantly returning to his channel Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday to view his new content. 
In the first vlog that I watched, I was genuinely 
shocked by David’s immense kindness. He bought 
three brand new cars and surprised his friends 
with keys to the cars of their dreams. Check out 
David’s videos for a daily dose of laughter and  
thoughtful content.
-Sami Elizondo, Humor Editor
      COIN: With their bright and unique sound, the 
band COIN has been gaining popularity ever since 
the release of their album, How Will You Know If You 
Never Try. In early January, the indie band released 
a new single along with plans to go on tour with 
fellow artist Tessa Violet later this year. Their genre 
is a breath of fresh air — a combination of indie, 
techno, and alternative rock that creates a unique 
hybrid of sounds. Be sure to check out their album 

with songs ranging from soulful ballads to sunny 
pop songs that will suit your every mood. 
-Wilma Wei, Culture Editor
      Read Scripture: Going into 2019, one of my 
resolutions is to read the entire Bible. For those 
struggling to understand scripture or simply need 
a guide or timeline to follow, I recommend the Read 
Scripture app. This application allows users to 
track their reading easily, while also making 
the daunting task of reading the entire Bible 
more attainable. By incorporating videos 
from the Bible Project, a YouTube channel 
that uses animation to “make the biblical 
story accessible to everyone,” Read 
Scripture creates a fun way for 
anybody to read and understand 
the Bible.
-Erin Grasty, Editor-In-Chief
      Grave of the Fire-
flies: Grave of the Fireflies 
is a haunting Japanese anime 
film made in 1988 about a 
young boy, Seita, and his four year-old 
sister, Setsuko, in Japan trying to survive World 
War II. After their mother dies of injuries from 
an air raid, Seita and Setsuko choose to fend for 

and helped her husband graduate from 
 law school.  

      After moving to New York 
and graduating from Columbia 
University with her law degree, 
she set out into the professional 
world to find work as a lawyer. She 

was turned down from countless law 
firms, all of which loved her qualifi-

cations, but were more concerned about 
her gender. As a result, Ginsburg became a 
professor and taught the next generation 

of law students about gender inequality 
in the law. Soon enough, she took on a 
case that would change sex discrimination 
forever, a case in which a single man care-
giver couldn’t get the same tax benefits as 

a single woman caregiver. Ginsburg decided 
to approach this case in a way that showed how 
sex discrimination affects everyone, not just women. 
With this case, she convinced the male judges evalu-
ating her case that discrimination on the basis of 
sex is wrong and unconstitutional. 
       Her efforts challenged preconceived notions of 
sex discrimination, and, as a result, she opened up 

the door for many more women to follow 
her lead. As you can see, Ginsburg has 

made a drastic effect on sex dis-
crimination in America today and 
her influence can still be felt by 
the many young girls and women 
who can now be empowered by her 
inspiring story. 
      Make sure to go see “On the 
Basis of Sex” to see Ginsburg’s awe-
inspiring story and truly appreci-
ate how far she pushed the enve-
lope on sexual discrimination in 
the United States. Her influence is 
still felt among countless genera-
tions of women and will 
continue to inspire in 
the future. 

themselves rather than stay with their distant, 
cruel aunt. The juxtaposition of Setsuko’s childlike 
innocence with the harsh reality of danger and 
starvation is especially striking in underlining the 
movie’s harrowing message about the tragic effect 
that war has on human lives.
-Esther Sun, World Editor

Kendall Jenner receives backlash over Proactive advertisement
by Caroline Wagner
Media Production Editor
      Prior to the 76th Annual Golden 
Globes Awards, momager Kris Jenner 
posted a message on Instagram prais-
ing her daughter Kendall Jenner for 
her bravery in a mysterious announce-
ment, which was revealed during the 
broadcast. Kris Jenner wrote, “I’m so 
proud of my darling @KendallJen-
ner for being so brave and vulner-
able,” in the seriously-toned post, 
which included insinuating hashtags 
like #BeTheChange and #MyDaughter-
InspiresMe. Many users speculated on 
Twitter the possible contents of the 
announcement, including, but not lim-
ited to, an eating disorder, #MeToo, 
and anxiety. However, people were left 
feeling cheated when the hyped-up 
announcement turned out to be a paid  
s p o n s o r s h i p  w i t h  P r o a c t i v,  
a skincare company. 

     Proactiv has a long history 
with celebrity endorsements. 
Justin Bieber, Katy Perry, 
Britney Spears, and Avril Lavi-
gne were all spokespeople for 

the acne products. Jenner is 
yet another celebrity to give the 
product her endorsement, and 

this is nothing revolutionary. The 
anticlimactic advertisement irri-
tated those who expected a more  
intense revelation.
     The partnership and Jenner’s 
claims that Proactiv cleared her 
skin were called into question, as 
she has previously credited her der-
matologist Christine Kidd and laser 
treatments to her improved com-
plexion. She also gave conflicting 
information on her skincare rou-
tine in previous interviews, where 
she failed to mention using any  
Proactiv products.

     Kendall Jenner reportedly feels 
“depressed and hurt” about 
the backlash according to 
a close source, but Twitter 
users were still unforgiving. 
This is not the first time that 
Jenner has been in hot water. 
Previously, people called her 
out for her infamous Pepsi ad 
as being culturally insensi-
tive to the Black Lives Matter 
movement. The commercial 
depicted Jenner handing a 
can of Pepsi to a policeman, 
and all tension between protestors and the 
law enforcement officials promptly dissi-
pated. Many were outraged by the misleading 
message, and they felt that the company 
capitalized on the movement to sell their 
product. 
       The Kardashian clan has a long history 
of contentious decisions. Kendall and her 
sister Kylie’s clothing line, Kendall + Kylie, 

found itself in the middle of a lawsuit 
after it released shirts featuring 

The Notorious B.I.G. and Tupac 
Shakur without being granted 
permission. Although the public 
seems mad about this Proactiv 
situation, Kendall’s apologetic 
demeanor towards the situation 
will likely lead to the public 
drawing their 
attention elsewhere.
(Sources: Vox, Cosmopolitan)
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