
by Henry Lamb
News Editor

If you don’t know the name of senior Harry 
Wang at this point, you probably don’t 
go to LGHS. Wang has earned a 
well deserved reputation around 
the school for his outstand-
ing math skills and aca-
demic achievements. The 
impressive student will 
be pursuing his higher 
education at the elite 
college, MIT, next year.

Wang always knew 
he had an affinity for 
math, but he says it was 
during his middle school 
years that his math career 
really began to take off. In sixth 
grade, there was a small group espe-
cially skilled in math who were placed in 
the seventh grade math level. Wang, however, began 
his first year in middle school placed in the eighth 
grade math level. Many former classmates remember 
Wang eagerly calling out the answer to a problem 
before the teacher even knew. Describing his math 
journey, Wang commented that, “If you don’t start 
young, then you aren’t going to be able to stand 
out later.” He added jokingly, “Math is like music. 
If you aren’t a superstar at five, then you’re doing 
something wrong.”

Wang plans to continue his math career next 
year at MIT, but as of now wants to leave his options 
open when it comes to deciding a major. “I’ll just 
see where it all goes when I get there,” said Wang. 
He thinks he’ll likely major in computer science, 
physics, or applied mathematics.
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But Wang isn’t only a math guy; he also 
swims. He’s been swimming since sixth grade 
and is now swimming for the LGHS swim team 

for his fourth and final year. Wang spoke 
with enthusiastic pride when asked 

about the swim team’s season: 
“We’ve been doing awesome, 

actually.” Wang says he 
has many fond memo-
ries with the swim team 
that he’ll take with 
him to college. When 
asked if he ever played 
any other sports, he 
replied, “I used to play 

other sports, but then I 
sucked at them.” 

When reflecting on his 
high school years, Wang says 

the thing he will miss most about 
LGHS is “not so much the classes, but 

the people,” he said. “When you think about 
it, it’s the people and the classes that make 
up a school. If I only cared about the classes, I 
would have gone to Harker or something. But 
no, it’s the people here.” He also added that he 
will especially miss the awesome people on the 
LGHS swim team, as he made many valuable 
connections with people on the team.

Wang gave a similar answer when trying to 
explain what he is most excited about for his 
future at MIT. He explained, “again, it’s the 
people. Meeting other interesting, smart stu-
dents and building a community. It’s all about 
the community.”

Keep an eye out for the name Harry Wang 
as he embarks on a journey to do great things.

Wang excels in both math and music

by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

If there was a senior superlative for “Most Likely to 
be on Survivor,” then junior Alyssa Walkup would be 
the best candidate for the position next year. Walkup 
loves the outdoors and spends lots of her free time 
hiking and backpacking. In fact, for her sixteenth 
birthday, instead of having a party or casual dinner, 
she went camping. “We had to catch our food and 
build our shelter, instead of a tent, for a couple days,” 
explained Walkup regarding the trip.

Not only is she active on land, but Walkup also 
enjoys being in the water. She surfs on the weekends, 
swims in the spring, and plays water polo in the fall. 
Walkup became a JV captain of the LGHS water polo 
team her sophomore year and played on varsity this 
past season. She described the team as one of the best 
and tightly-knit group of people she knows. Oddly 
enough, for being such an avid swimmer, Walkup 
didn’t know how to swim until she tried out for water 
polo freshman year. Regarding her experience prior to 

Mcdowell finds a true passion in performing

being on the team, Walkup said, “I knew how to doggy 
paddle, but I never had a swimming lesson in my life.”

Walkup hasn’t always lived in Los Gatos. The 
summer before eighth grade she moved here from 
Austin, Texas. In Austin, her school didn’t have water 
polo, so she hadn’t even heard of the sport before 
freshman year. For most of her life, Walkup had only 
moved within Austin, which made her move to Cali-
fornia a drastic change. She said, “I think that moving 
was a big challenge and I look at all the challenges 
in my life as just hurdles so that I can get stronger. 
I know that it was for a purpose that I am supposed 
to be here.” Walkup made it clear that though the 
location was a big shift, she definitely enjoys living 
in Los Gatos.

When she first moved to Los Gatos, Walkup had no 
hesitation to get involved in her community. Being 
from a religious background, her family came to town 
looking for the perfect church. They first visited 
Calvary Church, and Walkup loved it. Currently, she 
helps with children’s ministry and sings or plays the 

by Shannon Enriquez
Humor Editor

If you ever need sophomore Tommy Troy, you 
can find him on the baseball field. Troy began his 
Los Gatos baseball career as a freshman on the var-
sity team, and through his hard work he also earned 
himself a spot on the Stanford University baseball 
team when he verbally committed earlier this year. 
Troy’s determination and passion for baseball make 
him the player to watch on LG’s diamond.

Troy admits he has always had a passion for 
anything sports-related, especially baseball. He 
explains that he “love[s] sports where you have to 
use the mental side too, and for baseball you have to 
use a lot of the mental side and a lot of mental strat-
egies, not just physical.” Troy made his Los Gatos 
baseball debut as a freshman on the varsity team. 
Though Troy excelled throughout his freshman year, 
he admits that he struggled at the beginning. Being 
a freshman on a team with all upperclassmen, Troy 
feels that he “had a lot of pressure in the beginning. 
I think it’s hard just establishing yourself because 
you’re taking spots from people way older than you 
and it could create tensions. I had good teammates 
to support me, so they definitely helped through the 
process.” This year, Troy continued his LG baseball 
career and hopes to further challenge himself so 
that he can improve.

 Troy’s passion for baseball is apparent to anyone 
who comes to watch him, something the coaches 
at Stanford saw instantly. He decided to commit to 
Stanford earlier this year, and felt that Stanford 
was the perfect fit for him, explaining that: “the 
athletics are really good; they’re ranked number two 
in the country. When I toured I fell in love with the 
coaching staff and just the way the team carried 
themselves, and obviously the academic side; it 
just fit everything I wanted in a college.” While at 
Stanford, Troy plans to study business, saying: “I 
want to make my own company when I’m older, so 
I want to learn how to develop a company.” 

Troy also hopes to expand his interests while 
at Stanford. Outside of baseball, he confesses: “I 
like to build things, put things together, learn 
how stuff works. But baseball is pretty much my 
life.” Troy sees Stanford and his college career to 
not only progress in baseball, but as a chance to 
grow his many interests in other academic and 
extracurricular activities.

Troy’s commitment and years of hard work have 
earned him the recognition he deserves. He and the 
LG baseball team can be found finishing their season 
with yet another strong performance. 

by Madeline King
Sports Editor 

Whether performing internationally 
or volunteering locally, freshman Victo-
ria McDowell stays true to herself and 
spreads her passion for music through 
performance and charity. 

McDowell has grown her musical talent 
since she was three years old. She names 
her parents as her inspiration to continue 
working hard and following her dreams 
every day, including learning to sing in 
different languages, including English, 
Vietnamese, Italian, Latin, and Spanish.

In 2017, McDowell flew to Maryland for 
Nationals after becoming the Gold Star Winner for Northern California 
in Contemporary and Classical Voice at the NAACP Act-So Competition. 
Additionally, in 2014, she traveled to Vietnam in order to record two 
Vietnamese CDs. She has also trekked to Italy for a PBS Special, which 
will show locally on June 5. The artist has also performed the National 
Anthem, Vietnamese National Anthem, and Negro National Anthem 
at San Jose City Hall and San Jose Earthquakes games.

While she usually sings pop, classical, and opera, McDowell says 
her favorite music to listen to is “the complete opposite.” Her playlists 
brimming with rap, throwbacks, and “goodies” from the 1950s and 
60s. In March, the singer won first place in the South Bay Teen Idol 

Competition. She called the competition 
“one of the best experiences I’ve ever 
had throughout my years of singing 
and performing.” McDowell cited musi-
cians such as Beyoncé, Michael Jackson, 
Whitney Houston, Frank Sinatra, Prince, 
and Andrea Bocelli as her inspiration 
to continue following her passion and 
“never forget to do what [she] love[s].” 
Throughout the competition, McDowell 
made new friends from all around the 
Bay Area. Once during a group practice, 
McDowell and her fellow performers 
started “having a laughing attack so bad 
[they] couldn’t even finish the song… 

without someone falling to the ground.” The talented musician felt 
honored to meet singers as passionate about music as she is and to 
receive valuable feedback.

Besides singing, McDowell loves performing arts, competing in 
taekwondo, and volunteering locally. She first started dancing at the 
age of three and has since performed in almost every style, as well 
as joined an acting and modelling group. McDowell has also played 
piano since she was six years old, and she plays violin for the LGHS 
string orchestra. Additionally, the musician has done taekwondo 
since 2009, receiving her black belt in 2016. McDowell also loves to 
volunteer in the community; she was awarded the Volunteer Impact 
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Troy's baseball skills impress all
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Walkup’s strength shines in her bright personality
guitar or ukelele on the worship team for both high 
school and middle school ministry. She talked about 
her experience on the team and explained, “to worship 
isn’t just to sing and isn’t just through music, but it’s 
daily in our lives. That’s what I really love: being able 
to communicate with the people on the worship team 
and worshiping Him daily, not just through music.”

At Calvary, Walkup’s mother is a leader for a group 
called Moms in Prayer where she spoke in front of a 
couple hundred women, sharing her daughter’s expe-
rience with severe dyslexia. In elementary school, 
Walkup was bullied for her learning disability, but 
as she got older Walkup recognized how her dys-
lexia enabled her to grow. She stated, “My biggest 
reality-shaper was that the thing people told me is 
supposed to disable me most, or supposed to hold me 
back the most, has actually been the thing that makes 
me into who I am.”

Now, Walkup closely follows the idea that “every-
thing happens for a reason,” approaching life with a 
positive and inspiring outlook.courtesy A. Walkup
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Award by the Asian American Roundtable and the Voice of San Jose 
Jr. by the San Jose City Council for her abundant efforts. You can 
often find McDowell helping the community by putting her musical 
talent to use; she frequently sings for events that help the elderly, 
disabled, and less fortunate.

After almost completing her freshman year, McDowell enjoys 
the “easy-going and fun nature” of LGHS, and one day she hopes 
to become an international singer and ER doctor. One thing is for 
sure, however – no matter where her passion takes her, McDowell 
will always stay true to her mantra: “No matter what people think 
of you, always keep singing your own song.”
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