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•Moore performs                                                                        
  beautiful music
•Millard excels
  in pageants       

Longstreth utilizes art for her growing business

Cismaru pursues STEM and promotes diversity
by Sophie Kroesche
Editor-in-Chief

An innovative scientist and proponent of cultural diversity, senior 
Ana Cismaru aims to finish her last year of high school by breaking 
boundaries in Parkinson’s disease research and coordinating a memo-
rable, second-annual Cultural Awareness Week. Fueled by an extensive 
array of Spotify playlists and home-brewed kombucha, Cismaru devotes 
herself to improving humanity through her cultural inclusivity and 
knowledge of computer science.

Cismaru, born in Canada to Romanian parents, realized her love 
of STEM while attending middle school in Switzerland. As software 
engineers, her parents move around the world for job opportunities, 
yet Cismaru embraces this apparent challenge as a blessing in disguise. 
Due to her education at a Canadian French immersion school until 
she was eight years old, Cismaru was able to thrive in her new home 
in Lausanne, a city in the French-speaking part of Switzerland. Once 
in a Swiss middle school, she decided to pursue a math and physics 
elective track, allowing her to take advanced STEM classes at a young 
age. Moving to the Silicon Valley right before freshman year, she soon 
took advantage of Cathy Messenger’s Advanced Science Research (ASR) 
course in order to pursue her passion for science.

This school year, Cismaru decided to utilize her knowledge in 
machine learning to fuse computer science and neuroscience together 
for her ASR experiment. Her current project involves taking an artificial 
neural network, a type of AI, and using it to analyze brain scans for 

Parkinson’s disease. Because her grandfather has the illness, Cismaru 
has an emotional connection with her project’s subject matter. Since 
scientists know so little about the brain, she cites her interest in 
neuroscience because “the brain dictates why we make decisions, how 
we learn, and how we move.”

This past summer, Cismaru participated in an internship at Stan-
ford’s Cherry Lab. She assisted a group of international scientists 
who are working to make a comprehensive list of all the functional 
elements in our DNA. 

Because Cismaru is an international student, Farah Manganello 
approached her and a few other students during her sophomore year 
and suggested that they should create an international community at 
LGHS. This led to the formation of International Club, which aims to 
“appreciate the fact that we all have so much background and culture, 
as well as teaching each other and the student body,” said Cismaru. 
Last year, the International Club hosted the first annual Cultural 
Awareness Week. It was such a success that this year, even more stu-
dent organizations, such as Peer-to-Peer, the Latino Student Union, 
and the GSA, are coordinating activities on each day of the week.

In order to unwind after school, Cismaru enjoys brewing her own 
kombucha, making Spotify playlists, creating complicated pastries, 
and playing piano with her younger brother. Like a true LGHS scien-
tist, Cismaru approached the art of crafting her own kombucha as a 
scientific experiment, as Messenger’s voice rang in the back of her 
head, saying, “Label the beakers with the date and concentration!” 

In addition, while many find cooking French cuisine difficult, Cismaru 
finds joy in it, stating, “I’m really into French pastry because it’s so 
technically challenging and everything has to be super precise, but 
it’s a nice way of de-stressing.” 

As she begins her last semester at LGHS, Cismaru aims to find 
more time to explore funky neighborhoods in San Francisco with her 
friends, as well as continue her work with ASR and International Club. 
As you participate in the activities during Cultural Awareness Week, 
happening the week of Feb. 11, keep an eye out for Cismaru and the 
rest of International Club.

by Sami Linden
Graphics Designer

For junior Grace Longstreth, a typical day at school 
consists of her sharing her bright personality by trying to 
say hello to as many people as possible. All of Longstreth’s 
friends  describe her as warm, outgoing, and occasionally 
a little loud. 

Over the past summer, Longstreth trav-
eled to Colombia with her family. “It 
was amazing to see the culture [my 
mother has] always felt a connec-
tion to and experience the place I 
always imagined,” as her mother 
grew up in Colombia. During her 
vacation, Longstreth spent four 
days hiking to an ancient temple, 
and described the scenery as, 
“absolutely breathtaking. Looking 
at the temple made me feel very 
small, but at the same time I was 
mesmerized by the beauty around 
me.” She also loved being able to spend 
time with her close family. 

In school, Longstreth’s favorite place to be is in the Advanced Art 
classroom. As a current Art 3 student, she explores all different 
media, but her favorites include acrylic and watercolor. She loves 
the flexibility paint allows her to have within her artwork,  
and loves that she “can maka mistake, but still use the paint 
and [her] creativity to turn it into something beautiful.”  

As for her subject matter, Longstreth usually  
focuses on portraits as she feels, “you can 

always find a lot out about an artist 
through the emotions they portray 

in portraits.” 
Longstreth takes her creativity 

outside of the classroom through 
her Etsy business, GraceCustomsCA. 
Over a year ago, Longstreth painted 
sunflowers on a pair of Converse for a 
friend and immediately enjoyed painting on 
shoes, which is much different than the average 

canvas. A couple weeks later, she designed another pair as a 
birthday gift, and kicked off the business. To her, a blank pair 

of high tops holds endless opportunities, and “they’re an acces-
sory that [she] gets to create for someone to show off.” In addition, 

Longstreth explained that during the painting process, she has to account 

for the fact that her creation will be worn 
daily and the designs have to look just 

as amazing after extended use. 
While Longstreth did not ini-

tially expect running a business 
to be easy, she also did not 
expect to learn as many new 
skills as she has. She mainly 
improved her time manage-
ment skills while planning 
out when to create and ship 
orders. But overall, Longstreth 

remarked that the process is an 
extremely satisfying experience: 

“I get to create something special 
for each person, a statement piece that 

they can confidently add to their outfits.” 
When she’s not bringing a new pair of shoes to 

life, Longstreth spends time exploring various Santa Cruz 
beaches with her friends and older sister, senior Isabella 
Longstreth. While in Santa Cruz, Longstreth brings along 
her two dogs, Lucy and Sammy and searches for her new 
favorite lunch spot.

Moore moves the masses with music Wilde wows audiences

courtesy I. Moore

by Madeline King
News Editor

The embodiment of talent, passion, and curios-
ity, freshman Ian Moore excels in every aspect of 
his life from athletics to music.

Starting on the standup bass in sixth grade 
orchestra, Moore saw the instrument as a way to 
prepare himself to learn guitar. Along the way, 
however, the musician “fell in love” with bass, and 
decided to stick with it instead of continuing onto 
the guitar. That Christmas, his parents got him his 
first electric bass, which he declares the “coolest 
present [he’s] ever gotten,” opening the door into 
a whole new world of musical styles. Moore’s first 
experience playing jazz came during seventh grade 
when he joined the Fisher Jazz Band, and the next 
year he started experimenting with more genres, 
including rock and alternative. 

Later in his eighth grade year, Moore even 
started a band with seniors Henry Beamish and 
Erik Johnstone, Nick Bereznak, and Dave Marcelli. 
Their group, New AM, has performed multiple gigs 

at The Cats, a barbeque restaurant on Highway 17, 
covering songs by The Strokes, Cage the Elephant, 
and David Bowie. While planning to play more 
venues in the future, the band is now working on 
producing original songs, pulling influence from 
the Arctic Monkeys and other artists they cover, 
as well as drawing from more unique aspects of 
music. Moore has recently started making visits 
to junior Jack Murnin’s house, where he records 
bass lines for LGHS artists like the band Grand 
Tragedy. Moore says he appreciates the level of 
professionalism the group exercises, often working 
from 12 PM to 8 PM.

Over winter break, Moore flew to New York, 
filling his days and nights by visiting jazz clubs. 
Stopping at Dizzy’s Club, Village Vanguard, and The 
Iridium, the jazz enthusiast experienced different 
styles of the genre first-hand and realized some 
of his own aspirations to perhaps perform at the 
same level of musicianship one day.

At school, Moore plays soccer on the JV team, 
enjoying the team’s dynamic and relishing their 
multiple victories. The athlete also enjoys the 
freedom that high school brings, from going off 
campus for lunch to having more creative liberties 
in classes such as Multimedia Journalism.

When not playing at venues or producing new 
songs, Moore can be found hanging out with his 
friends or performing on the streets of downtown 
Los Gatos with some fellow jazz band members, 
spreading their love of music to the community. 
In the future, this skillful musician aspires to 
produce his own songs and expand his musical 
abilities by picking up other instruments such as 
the guitar, drums, or saxophone. Be sure to keep 
your ears open for new releases by Moore in the 
future and keep your eyes on the sky to see how 
far this music lover goes.

by Jamie Blough
Center Editor

Intelligent, passionate, talented: Sophomore 
Soren Wilde embodies all three of these character-
istics. His infatuation with philosophy carries him 
from class to class with an evident enthusiasm to 
learn about the world around him. Taught by his 
philosophy-major father from a young age, Wilde 
challenges his personal perception of reality with 
his interest in Kantian Metaphysics and various 
philosophical theories. In pursuit of this, he is 
a member of the LGHS philosophy club, which 
meets twice a month, every other Thursday, in Mr. 
Bollhorst’s room. He is also the vice president of 
the Under 21 Club, which hosts open mic nights 
at Jco’s Art Haus. 

Wilde’s love of introspective media manifests 
itself in a more creative sense as well. He spends 
the majority of his free time writing songs for his 
jazz combo, Orange Ties, and playing featured tunes 
on tracks by local hip-hop group Grand Tragedy. 
Wilde performed alongside Grand Tragedy on Dec. 
29 in Campbell and will soon be showcasing Orange 
Ties’ new jazz songs at their first gig in Cupertino. 
Until now, Orange Ties, which includes sophomore 
Johnny Wilkens, freshman Ian Moore, and senior 
Lucas Fink, has played solely on the streets for 
money from passers-by. Wilde also takes musical 
inspiration from his father, who used to played 
Bosanova in Brazil.

Over this past summer, Wilde participated in 
the Los Gatos Youth Theatre production of The 
Drowsy Chaperone, in which he played “Man in 
Chair,” the introverted, musical-fanatic lead. He 
expressed his enjoyment of this program, saying, 
“There’s just something about doing what you 
love alongside people you love. That’s definitely 
my favorite thing about it.” Since fourth grade, 

Wilde has participated in summer and school-year 
programs to pursue his interest in musical theatre, 
even taking part in LGHS’s current production of 
Les Miserables. To watch Wilde play the audacious 
revolutionary Enjolras, make sure to attend the 
March performances of this unparalleled show.

Wilde has two younger siblings, a sister who 
is currently in fifth grade at Daves Avenue, and a 
brother who is in seventh grade at Fisher. His sister 
loves to dance and sing, and will also be partici-
pating in Les Miserables as Young Cosette, and his 
younger brother plays the drums. Soren spends 
plenty of time with his family, and describes them 
as “very cool, interesting people.”

Outside of school, rehearsals, and seventh 
period jazz band practices, you can find Soren 
adventuring with his friends, diving into a new 
read, or learning the latest on metaphysics.
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