
by Austin Yung
News Editor 

From the large gym to the front of the high 
school, people can hear sophomore Naren Srini-
vasan’s masculine, yet angelic voice all around 
campus. Srinivasan’s love for singing and acting 
dominates his packed schedule, as he spends most 
of his time in choir or on stage in the theatre.  

His acting career sprouted 
in first grade, where he 
played Berlioz in The Aris-
tocats. Srinivasan decided 
to join the play as his older 
brother, Nitin Srinivasan, 
convinced him to do the 
summer musical. His brother 
also persuaded Srinivasan to 
try choir in order to grow his 
love for musicals. Srinivasan 
felt stage fright the first time 
he performed, recalling “the 
audience watching [him] 
from below and the stage 
lights pointed on [him].” 
Luckily, his courage grew 
with each performance, and 
Srinivasan’s love for theater 
began to grow.

Out of a plethora of musi-
cals and plays, Srinivasan 
favors his experiences in Beauty and the Beast and 
Tom Sawyer. His talent in singing and acting allowed 
him to play the Beast in the Beauty and the Beast 
and Huckleberry Finn in Tom Sawyer. However, he 
does not necessarily prefer the two plays for his 
roles, but for the work that went into their creation. 
The production and team bonding required of every 
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performance inspired him as he looks back. “It’s 
so amazing that after two months, we can work 
together and create this wonderous performance.” 
Earlier this year, Srinivasan performed in the fall 
musical, and he performed again in this year’s 
spring musical, Anything Goes.

Aside from his love of acting, Srinivasan’s 
talent for singing landed him a spot on the 

National Honor Boys Choir as 
a bass-baritone. In previous 
years he placed in coastal 
choir and all-state choir 
because he did not meet 
the age requirements for the 
national choir. From singing 
Swahili songs to traditional 
religious songs, Srinivasan 
spends hours on end practic-
ing for performances. “Learn-
ing multicultural pieces are 
pretty difficult because we 
are basically learning an 
entirely different language 
within a short period of 
time.” In addition, he loves 
harmonizing with his team 
because they provide con-
structive criticism and sound 
great together overall. Srini-
vasan finds his performance 

at the San Jose Center for the Performing Arts “the 
most memorable,” as that was the choir’s first ever 
performance, and he will never forget it.

Srinivasan thoroughly enjoys singing no 
matter where he is, and constantly strives to better 
himself each and every day. If you ever see him in 
the theatre, stop and listen to hear Srinivasan sing!

courtesy C. Loosemore

by Thomas Petroff
People Editor 

When taking into account originality and 
authenticity, no one else competes with fresh-
man Trey Jenkins. An athlete, singer, and 
ambitious character, Jenkins strives to better 
the world each and every day purely through 
the optimistic attitude he displays in life. 

Jenkins has played golf for his entire life, 
but became especially interested in the sport 
at around sixth grade. Golf is a year-round 
sport for Jenkins, who proclaims that he is 
out on the course every day for nearly three 
hours, normally practicing at the La Rinconada 
Country Club. Jenkins, prior to the spring 
season, did competitive golf throughout the 
Bay Area and is “hoping to do more of it in the 
future.” As a freshman, Jenkins is one of only 
two freshmen on the varsity golf team for this 
year’s season. When discussing his passion for 
the sport, Jenkins explains that golf “is more 
of a competition against yourself. There is no 
one that can really motivate you. It’s all just 
driven by yourself and how much you like it, 
which is what makes you stand out.” 

With Jenkins’ love for golf comes a love for 
a variety of other sports. “I love sports a lot and 
I want to be a sports agent when I grow up. I 
just have friends all over the board that love 
different types of sports and enjoy watching 
them play their sports.” As a sports agent, 
Jenkins would accompany a specific athlete 
on their travels, which is what he finds to be 
the most interesting part of the job. 

Along with his passion for golf, Jenkins 
shares his love of choir, which traces from the 
beginning of middle school when he became 

especially involved.“Everyone in my family sang” 
Jenkins says. “My grandpa sang a lot, and my mom 
and dad are both really into the arts.” Because of 
his family’s influence, Jenkins started the hobby 
and never stopped since. He took the class for all 
three years in middle school, in addition to taking 
an elective called “acapella choir,” which was another 
class offered as part of the curriculum. Overall, 
Jenkins enjoys the welcoming community that LGHS 
choir provides. 

Jenkins also spent a significant part of his life on 
the East Coast in Massachusetts, where he grew up 
and lived for nine years before moving to Los Gatos. 
Jenkins mentions how he is still especially close with 
all of his friends there, and enjoys spending time 
with them over the summer. 

The spirit and generosity Jenkins shows on and 
off of campus is unparalleled. The golfer is sure to 
grasp your attention not only on the course, but 
through his sheer hospitality and kindness. 

by Hayley Knowlton
People Editor

Senior Ashlyn Simpson was born to be a queen in the fash-
ion world. Ambitious, resilient, determined, and passionate, 
Simpson never strays from her dream of becoming a successful 
designer. Since her mom bought her a sewing machine at the 
age of five, Simpson worked and expanded on her abilities as 
a designer and fashion visionary. Also known as “Fashlyn,” 
everyone around her is familiar with her ambitions. 

Simpson is extremely accomplished as a senior in high 
school. In December, Parsons offered her admission into the 
school. Being accepted into the most prestigious school for 
fashion in America is a major accomplishment for Simpson and 

reveals how talented she really is in the world of fashion. “It’s so hard 
for me to explain how awesome this is,” Simpson says. At Parsons, she 
plans to study fashion design all four years and live for a year abroad 
in Paris, the heart of the fashion industry. This will surely help her 
kick off her career.

Though her work is unique, Simpson has several influential people 
in her life who motivate her in her designs. Her two favorite fashion 
designers, Christian Dior and Alexander McQueen, inspire her when 
thinking up new lines. Another major influencer in her life is her family. 
“My mom wanted to do something in fashion, so she’s always been there 
for me,” Simpson said. “My dad supports me and is so proud of me; he 
always asks about what I’m working on, even though he doesn’t always 
understand what I’m talking about.” She explained that she and her 
brother, freshman Conrad Simpson, are like “besties,” and that he 
too expressed how proud he is of her in her fashion career. Also, the 
cuteness of her two dogs keeps her pushing on.

Simpson’s way of gathering inspiration for new lines is fascinating; 
it comes to her through her moods and experiences in everyday life. 
When describing how her feelings relate with her designs, she stated, 
“I tie that into how I want my designs to be because I want to connect 
it with how I really feel.” She illustrates this with an analogy to a 
Spanish-speaking person. Those who are fluent in Spanish but have to 
speak English because of their situation still think in Spanish. Simpson 
thinks in fashion, and she can’t wait to be at Parsons where she can 
live her daily life in fashion, too.

A girl of many goals, Simpson cannot wait to get started on her 
future. She intends to become the head designer of Dior, and after she 

makes her name known in the world there, she will release her own 
brand: “Ashlyn Christine.” She has her entire path planned out down 
to the logo of her future brand. “I get so emotional about this,” 
Simpson said. “No one truly knows how much fashion means to me. 
It’s my life.” She is exhilarated to move to Manhattan and begin the 
rest of her life as a successful woman in the fashion industry.

Simpson found her passion as a tiny kindergartener and continues 
to hold onto it tightly today, as a near-high school graduate. She is in 
love with everything relating to fashion, and she has already begun 
to build her foundation for success in her life. “I’ve created such a 
high expectation for myself, and I’m so afraid I’m not gonna be able 
to meet it, but even if I don’t, I’m gonna have a super successful 
career because I’m gonna work super hard. I’m not going to give up; 
that’s just not who I am.” However, no one who knows Simpson has 
an ounce of doubt concerning her future’s great success. She was 
made for this. 
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Purohit lives her life through creativity and curiosity
by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

While most teenagers prefer to party or hang out downtown on 
weekends, you are more likely to find junior Olivia Purohit on the 
beach, enjoying the prose and philosophy of Thoreau or jamming 
out to 80’s intergalactic funk. A passionate lover of music, creative 
expression, and social activism, Purohit embraces the ups and downs 
of life with constant compassion and a laugh that radiates joy.

Although she has lived in California her whole life, Purohit’s 
parents immigrated from Canada around twenty years ago. Due to 
frequent visits to Toronto and Nova Scotia in the summer, she feels 
a strong connection to her northern homeland and is in the pro-
cess of obtaining dual-citizenship. Some of her best experiences in 
Canada are with her family, whether it is trespassing with cousins 
to explore the wilderness or wandering around Toronto’s Kensington 
Market with her mom. Purohit is also considering pursuing higher 
education in Canada to eventually become a nurse.

In addition to her love for all genres of music, from 1940’s big 
bands to psychedelic French alternative, Purohit expresses her 
creativity through playing piano and guitar. While she is working 
on her Certificate of Merit and the National Guild diploma for 

piano, she enjoys teaching herself guitar due to its more personal, less 
structured aspect. She enjoys expressing herself creatively freely, and 
teaching herself guitar allows her to do this.

As well as loving music, Purohit is part of a small dance company in 
Willow Glen. Purohit and her fellow dancers train rigorously all year to 
produce two annual shows in the winter and summer. She and the older 
dancers are involved in choreography as well as set and costume design for 
the exhibitions. Purohit, who portrayed Calypso in the production of The 
Odyssey last summer, enjoys “[her] company’s focus on the artistic process 
of dance and the strong friendships [she makes]” through the program.

In terms of personal style, Purohit is a bona fide trendsetter. Drawing 
from thrift shop gems and pieces from her mom’s closet, she has developed 
a distinct wardrobe that includes striped culottes and vintage corduroy 
jackets. Her favorite part is exploring for unusual stores and coming up 
with unexpected clothing combinations.

Thanks to the influence of strong women in her life, Purohit is an 
avid believer in activism and equal rights. Although she grew up quiet 
and reserved, she recently realized the importance of speaking your 
mind no matter how difficult it can be. Purohit describes her mother as 
a “powerful artist and activist” who inspires her to speak up and even 
go to marches together.

While Purohit does not subscribe to a specific set of beliefs, her 
grandfather, a Hindu-Buddhist priest, taught her that the most sim-
plistic, important part of any religion is to do good and to be good, 
which she takes to heart and practices constantly. Purohit’s curiosity 
and passion for learning shines through her personality as she strives 
to seek truth, knowledge, and formulate opinions for herself instead 
of following the pack. Through deep discussions, creativity, and light-
hearted laughter, Purohit is destined to break boundaries and inspire 
her peers in everything she does.

photos courtesy N.Rusiniak

courtesy T. Jenkins

Simpson dedicates her life to becoming a well-known designer

S. Kroesche

Jenkins golfs like a prosrinivasan thrives onstage 


