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Freshman Skye Davies could teach you a thing 
or two about what it takes to succeed. This past 
summer, at the age of only thirteen, Davies became 
the second best female surfer in the nation after 
taking the silver medal at the National Scholastic 
Surfing Association’s annual Open Girls compe-
tition. Surfing since the age of six, Davies was 
inspired by her father to take up the sport com-
petitively in sixth grade. Since then, she’s travelled 
across the state alongside her teammates, and has 
won countless trophies along the way. 

Although surfing is often associated with a 
laid-back attitude, competing at the national level 
requires hours of practice every day. While Davies 
herself has a mellow disposition, it’s clear that 
she also possesses an incredible work ethic and a 
great passion for what she does. Upon being asked 
what motivates her to surf, Davies explained that, 
“Surfing has a crazy rush to it, but it’s peaceful at 
the same time. I love getting that feeling. I’ve also 
always loved to be in the water.”

To some, it might seem as if Davies’ silver medal 
could be chalked up to natural athletic ability. 
Although she’s certainly a gifted surfer, in reality, 
getting to where she is now was anything but easy. 
When Davies was 12-years-old she was diagnosed 
with severe scoliosis, a condition that causes an 
abnormal lateral curvature of the spine. Right 
before she graduated seventh grade, Davies spent a 

Davies surfs at a national level

week in the hospital to have surgery on her back. 
The procedure itself, which involves inserting two 
titanium rods into the back, is known to be very 
risky. However, the thing she dreaded the most 
was the expected recovery time of over a year. To 
Davies, the prospect of being unable to surf for 
months on end was devastating. 

Despite what her doctors had predicted, Davies 
got back in the water within a month of her sur-
gery. While it was a “slow and awkward process,” 
she quickly adjusted to her new life and got back 
on track.

When faced with a formidable challenge, Davies 
refused to back down. Driven by passion, deter-
mination, and unrelenting positivity, she proved 
that she could overcome even the most daunting 
of obstacles. When asked what advice she’d give to 
other people trying to overcome adversity, Davies 
gave a simple but profound response, “It never 
hurts to try.”

Upon meeting Davies, one can immediately 
sense that she’s an incredibly genuine and kind 
individual. Although she’s ambitious, she isn’t 
necessarily competitive. To Davies, nothing is 
more exciting than seeing others achieve their 
goals. People like Davies are unbelievably rare, so 
keep your eye out for a 5’4” blonde sporting a sick 
pair of sandals – she’s destined to do great things. 

Wool pursues ceramics in Santa cruz
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He woke up at 4 AM, jumped in his car, and 
started the drive to Lake Tahoe. Due to the lack 
of parking near the ski lifts, he parked a few miles 
away and threw his thumb in the air to catch a 
ride to the slopes. One day, he decided to return 
the favor and pick someone else up on the side of 
the road, figuring the person was also headed in 
the same direction as he was: to the snow. Instead, 
the man wanted a ride to Sacramento, so he drove 
him. This is one of the craziest experiences senior 
Michael Wool has lived through. 

Because Wool doesn’t have a house near the 
snow, he often does day trips like this. Waking 
up early in the morning, Wool makes the drive 
to Tahoe, skis all day, and then comes home that 
night. In addition to these one-day trips, Wool 
spends most of his free time in Capitola. After 
school, he goes home, drops off his things, and 
drives 15 minutes to Good Life Ceramics, a ceramics 
studio in in the town southeast of Santa Cruz.

After participating in a clay camp in seventh 
grade with one of his friends, Wool developed a 
passion for ceramics. Since then, he has spent 
three years creating ceramics in Leah Aguayo’s 
class. Furthering his skills, Wool has a membership 
at Good Life, where he throws on a wheel for a few 
hours after school. He works with different types of 
clay, including earthenwares (red clay), black clay, 
porcelain, and smooth sculpture. Wool describes the 
latter  as “diet porcelain, because it’s like porcelain 
with a bag of sand thrown in it.” Aguayo uses this 
“diet porcelain” in the ceramics classes at LGHS 
because of its natural strength, allowing students 
to learn easily. 

One of Wool’s most cherished memories of using 
his work happened this past Christmas. After he 
helped make his family’s Mexican-themed dinner 
of homemade pozole and tamales, his family ate 
out of his homemade bowls. In addition to his love 
of pottery, Wool enjoys cooking in his spare time. 
He makes homemade meals to eat out of his set of 

dinner bowls, handmade plates, or tumblers. For his 
mom’s birthday, he made pho which they enjoyed 
because “everything was homemade.” 

Because of his love for art, Wool looks forward 
to leaving Los Gatos so that he will have “more time 
to do pottery.” Even when looking at colleges, he 
values a strong ceramics program and having the 
ability to be in even more advanced classes.

After visiting his aunt, a middle school ceramics 
teacher in Colorado, Wool further recognized the 
opportunities LGHS provides. His aunt’s classroom 
only had two pottery wheels for a class of 30, while 
the ceramics program at LGHS has almost enough 
for the entire class. Wool takes full advantage of 
his nearly unlimited resources at school, especially 
as Aguayo is so accommodating, allowing him to 
bring other types of clay or even splitting the cost 
of bags with him. 

If it’s a sunny day outside, you might see Wool 
running to his car parked on Church Street, on his 
way to Good Life Ceramics, or in Santa Cruz getting 
a drink at Verve Coffee; but if it’s a cold, wintry day, 
he’ll be heading to the snow. No matter where you 
see him, ask him about his endeavors or follow his 
ceramics Instagram account, @mike_wool_pottery. 
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Sophomore Milan Millard brings a unique presence to LGHS with 
her experience in pageantry and her bubbly personality. As a recent 
transfer student from Valley Christian High School, she admits that 
the LGHS campus is “like a maze” at times, but everyone was friendly 
and helpful to her when she was figuring out where her classes were. 

Millard made a name for herself in the pageant world, winning Miss 
Los Gatos Teen as well as Miss Pacific coast this year. The source of 
her inspiration comes from her mom, who won Miss California when 
she was younger. “When I was a little girl I would always see her stuff 

hanging up in her room and that’s how I kind of got myself into it,” 
Millard stated, on following in her mother’s footsteps. Pageants played 
a significant role in shaping Millard into who she is today. “Pageants 
have definitely gotten me out of my bubble. I used to be shy and timid, 
and now I’m pretty talkative and outgoing because of pageants,” she 
explained. She has more than five years of pageantry experience under 
her belt, and she doesn’t plan on stopping soon. 

Millard recounted her demanding and extensive training for pag-
eants, which covered a broad array of subjects. Not only does she work 
out and eat healthy, but she also has a coach to help with her walk, 
an important factor in pageants. Millard explained, “You have to have 
your hands a certain way [as well as] good posture, and look elegant 
on stage.” With her straightened blonde hair and bangs, Millard stands 
out among other girls with teased locks. 

There are three categories in a pageant: gown, sportswear, and 
interview. If a contestant places in the top five, they must then answer 
on-stage questions. Millard stated that the interview is important 
because it is worth many points, but it is also the most nerve-racking 
since the questions are asked on the spot and in front of a live audience.

In addition to pageantry, Millard horseback rides competitively. 
Her love for horses and riding started when she was five, and she 
continues to pursue her passion. Two years ago, she got a call from 
her trainer, telling her that she had found the perfect horse for her in 
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“I remembered something I read in a wilderness survival book 
about how you can tickle a fish,” stated avid explorer and junior Joey 
Vierra. Every summer, Vierra stays in the 
Trinity Alps for about six weeks. His family 
invested in a resort where families can stay 
and enjoy the nearby hiking trails. While 
there, Vierra watches the kids and prepares 
and serves food for residents. On one of his 
days off, Vierra went on a hike with some 
friends and found a small pond with a fish 
in it. He attempted catching the fish for a 
while, then he remembered what he read in 
a book about brushing the bottom of a fish 
to paralyze it. In that moment, he tried this 
technique and it worked; the fished stopped 
moving and Vierra quickly grabbed it with 
his bare hand, catching a delicious meal for 
his family.

Ever since he was little, Vierra has 
enjoyed the outdoors. Because of his passion for nature, he intends 
to take a gap year to travel after he graduates from LGHS. “I know 
I don’t want to go straight to college,” Vierra added. “There is so 
much you can learn that’s not in school and I feel like that’s more 

important, to an extent.” Last year Vierra enrolled in Tom Hughes’ 
AP European History class. Taking the course inspired Vierra’s interest 
in visiting Europe and potentially backpacking across the continent, 
specifically in Switzerland, as he intends on visualizing the history 

he learned sophomore year. 
As an “outgoing, energetic, and out-

doorsy” person and with an interest in nature, 
Vierra decided to take Amelia DeLaPaz’s AP 
Environmental Science (APES) class this year. 
“Taking APES has definitely made me feel like 
I’m obligated to save the world in an envi-
ronmental way,” Vierra explained. Inspired by 
his goal of bettering the planet and traveling, 
Vierra also wants to explore the rainforest.

One of Vierra’s favorite hobbies is rock 
climbing. This passion began when Vierra 
and his close friend, senior Joey Homeier, 
would climb any tree they came across. From 
there, the two decided they could continue 
climbing in gyms, which led them to go to 
Planet Granite. Occasionally, Vierra ventures 

outdoors on day trips to places like the Pinnacles. There, he hiked 
five and a half miles in the rain before setting up ropes and climbing. 

In addition to rock climbing, Vierra plays volleyball and used 
to play soccer. Last year was his first year on the volleyball team, 

which he joined because both of his uncles played volleyball in 
college. Vierra’s motivation for both volleyball and rock climbing 
stem from his idea that competition isn’t necessary for sports to be 
enjoyable. He stated, “I just want to play sports because it’s good 
exercise and I have fun, not because I want to practice every day.”

Vierra also enjoys hiking, even if it is only for an hour or so. 
Whether it is in between shifts in the Trinity Alps, on a day off, or 
on vacation with his friends, Vierra hits the dirt paths whenever 
he gets a chance. This past October, Vierra went to Yosemite with 
a bunch of his friends. They set up camp and immediately went on 
a hike to the nearby lakes and rivers, though they could not swim 
in the water because it was too cold. The trip lasted for three days 
before they headed home feeling “really grimy,” as the group of 
boys hadn’t showered the entire vacation. At the top of each hike, 
Vierra likes to embrace the moment rather than spending time on 
his phone. “I do go to a lot of places that are really awesome and 
I’m like ‘I wish I would take a picture of this,’ but I really just like 
to take it in while I am there and live in the moment,” said Vierra.

If he’s not at Planet Granite, climbing rock formations, hiking, 
or planning his future gap year, Vierra might be playing with his 
150 pound mastiff or his cat named Bean. Vierra is always up to 
something new and could talk to you for hours about European 
history or all the fish he’s tickled. Make sure to say hello to Vierra 
in the halls and inquire about all the exhilarating details of his 
most recent adventure.
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France. Millard and the horse, Vasco, formed an instant connection. It 
was the first horse that she grew accustomed to right away, and the 
two have been inseparable since. 

Between pageants and horseback riding, Millard pursues fashion 
design. One of the enticing aspects of LGHS for Millard was its esteemed 
fashion program, as fashion is a big passion of hers. In fact, Millard is 
currently working on designing her own gown for the Miss California 
pageant. She is interested in majoring in fashion at Parsons or Pep-
perdine, and there is no doubt that she will go far in the program. 
With Millard’s amazing work ethic and passion, bringing positivity and 
genuinity to the high school, she is guaranteed to thrive.
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Vierra climbs rocks, catches fish, and dreams of traveling

Millard hits pageant milestones as Miss Los Gatos Teen this year


