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by Jamie Blough
Culture Editor

Freshman Raenen Hansen adds a splash of 
color to the pool of LGHS Instagram accounts 
through her online personality, @canonrebels. 
The account allows her to pursue her passion for 
photography alongside fellow freshman Alaana 
Panu and explore unique areas for photoshoots. 
Hansen remarked, “My favorite place to shoot is 
probably San Francisco. 
I love finding new coffee 
shops or abandoned areas 
where there’s not a lot of 
people for photoshoots. 
The city is probably the 
place I go the most.”

Aside from exploring 
San Francisco, Hansen 
spends her summers 
working as a counselor 
at Walden West Outdoor 
Summer Camp. She labels 
the camp as her “second 
home” and said, “it’s 
always my favorite time 
of year. I love being able 
to bond with the kids 
and other staff mem-
bers.” Hansen explained 
the daily operation of 
the summer program and 
her duties as a counselor, 
saying, “there are three 
programs you can partic-
ipate in: Core, Summer 
Camp, or Wild Things. 
I usually do all three. 
For summer camp, you 
get assigned to a grade...and you spend a lot of 
time with the kids. For core, you kind of run and 
help out with the ropes course. For Wild Things, 
you work with preschoolers, which can be pretty 
difficult because they can be hard to keep track 
of.” Hansen, known as Rain at camp, explains 
that counseling at Walden West gives her access 
to many new friendships and has made a lasting 
impression on her and her family.

Hansen’s family includes her mother, Pam, and 
her twin brother Lance, along with a dog, Fetch, 
and two cats, Snowball and Snowflake. Hansen 

Evans describes his passion for music  
by Dana Cook
Editor-in-Chief

A varsity lacrosse team member, guitar aficio-
nado, and academic scholar, senior Billy Evans 
never fails to brighten the room with his easygo-
ing personality. His genuine curiosity and overall 
fearlessness lead him to try new things, and this 
outlook on life leaves Evans appreciating everything 
and everyone he encounters.

Evans currently plays varsity lacrosse for LGHS 
after taking a year-long hiatus during junior year 
to focus on his schoolwork. While on his leave from 
playing sports, Evans took an interest in growing 
stronger through weight lifting. He explained how a 
friend inspired him to start and how he got “really 
into it sophomore through junior year.”

The former Togo’s employee began playing 
guitar when he was nine, receiving his first guitar 
as a birthday present, along with several guitar les-
sons. He continued taking lessons for six years, but 
has since transitioned to studying independently. 
Evans attributed his interest in guitar to watching 
“role models in certain bands” such as his favorite, 
Slash from Guns’N’ Roses. And although he jokingly 
“could never grow the hair,” Evans draws inspiration 
from Slash’s “difficult songs because they were 
just so good. I had to try to learn even though it 
wasn’t easy.”

An additional musical talent is Evans’ ability to 
sing. He began singing for his band, which remains 
currently nameless, and claimed he “had never 
sung before.” He further explained that the band 
was in need of a lead singer, so he tried it and it 
stuck. The group performed under the “cheeky” 
name, The Foe Fighters, at this spring’s Thursday 
Night Live. While the group may be under the 
hypothesized title of Billy and the Boys, the team 
will be making an encore performance at the Senior 
Talent Show in April. Make sure to come check out 
Evans astound in just another one of his niches.

Overall, Evans leads his life by focusing on 
happiness and genuineness. His positive attitude 
shows his constant optimism, and he continuously 
shows his admiration for others. While most teen-
age boys might find having a twin sister a nuisance, 
Evans expounded how much he really “[enjoys] 
having a sister,” another LGHS senior, Jordan 
Evans. Evans lovingly stated: “I appreciate how 
incredibly smart she is and there is a lot I can learn 
from her.” Reflecting on his childhood, though, 
Evans remarks how much better it is having a 
twin now, in high school, rather than when they 
were younger, since they fought frequently. With 
maturity, Evans declared how they “have different 
lives and are totally different people, and it’s kind 
of fun to just see the differences between us.” 

Evans represents the best characteristics of a 
senior. He is hardworking, responsible, unafraid to 
be himself and try new things, and is lightheart-
edly soaking up his last few months with his family 
before going to college. 

Whitchurch  hopes  to  settle  in  the  Sierra  Nevada Region

bauman shares her love for advanced Science research

by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

 Few people on this earth share the qualities of Steven Spielberg, 
Shaun White, Aaron Donald, and Annie Lebowitz; however, junior Parker 
Whitchurch is very much one of those people. With a passion to make videos, 
snowboard, play football, and take photos, Whitchurch is undoubtedly a 
jack of all trades.

After moving to Los Gatos from the Seattle suburb of Maple Valley last 
summer, Whitchurch did not hesitate to jump right in, promptly joining the 
football team. Whitchurch enjoys the game of football and loved getting to 
know all of his fellow teammates. Speaking about his vision for his 2018 
season, Whitchurch said, “Being the biggest guy on the team, I’ve got to 
learn to assert myself [against] the other team.” Although he looks forward 
to his senior season, Whitchurch admits that he often feels “stage fright” 
before playing in games. He will look to contribute on both sides of the ball 
next year, playing the positions of offensive lineman and defensive tackle. 

After high school, Whitchurch hopes to attend Sierra Nevada College and 
study marketing. In Tahoe, Whitchurch will be able to continue pursuing 

by Madeline King
Sports Editor

Every morning after her fifteenth alarm goes off, sophomore Eleni 
Bauman finally forces herself to roll out of bed and makes sure to 
grab a cup of coffee before racing to school to start the day. After 
first trying the drink in sixth grade, Bauman says she was hooked 
and drinking coffee regularly by freshman year due to both her love 
of the bitter flavor and her need to stay awake. “Oh God, it’s bad” 
commented friend Nancy Tran of Bauman’s obsession. Along with a 
hot cup of coffee, Bauman brings passion and an abundance of sarcasm 
into everything she does, inspiring everyone around her and improving 
her environment.

After hunting for a more challenging curriculum, Bauman found 
Advanced Science Research (ASR), which rapidly became her favorite 
class despite the frustrating subject.  Even with the course’s challenges, 
Bauman said: “with all the other classes, you’re kinda just told what 
to do and what to learn, but with [ASR] you really get to choose and 
figure out things for yourself… you’re really on your own.” One can 
be certain to find Bauman in the ASR room during all hours of the 
day, working on testing ibuprofen and flufenamic acid on the amyloid 
beta toxicity in Alzheimer’s disease. “Basically I’m just seeing if these 
drugs can delay Alzheimer’s,” Bauman explained for those who don’t 
usually speak in scientific terms. Although she initially found it hard 
to think about the depressing disease constantly, she now appreciates 
the true importance that her research holds, an importance that she 
says other classes don’t offer.

Even though she was never very interested in history or a confident 
public speaker, Bauman joined Model UN this year after being inspired 
by her friends sophomores Sophia Huang and Rachel An. Here, she 
developed a new passion for studying other countries and working 
together with others to solve problems, all while making new friends. 
The “MUN” group also contributes to Bauman’s boba obsession, and 
she says they frequently get boba together when not at conferences. 

Bauman is now leading the team after officially being named co-pres-
ident with fellow sophomore Wilma Wei.

After school, Bauman is almost always in the pool, taking part in 
both water polo and the swim team. First venturing into the water as 
a freshman on the JV water polo team, Bauman immediately took to 
the sport and began doing it more and more outside of LGHS, even-
tually deciding to quit softball altogether to focus more on her skills 
the pool. While she admits swim is definitely not her favorite activity, 
the benefits of staying healthy and enjoying the pasta feeds make the 
pain completely worth it.

When not on campus, the athlete loves to travel around the world 
and hike with her friends and family. Her favorite place in the world 
is Big Sur, where she loves to find new trails and explore the beauty 
around her. The travel-fiend is so obsessed with researching new pos-
sible travel destinations that she memorized all the countries and their 
capitals in the world and often gets the urge to research little-known 
places, such as East Timor, subsequently adding the destination to her 
ever-growing bucket list. Bauman’s favorite vacations so far have been 
Vancouver, Scotland and the small town of Kavala, Greece, where she 
enjoyed eating different foods and napping in the middle of the day. 
She holds a special admiration for Europe’s ancient culture, which she 
says gives her a new perspective on the contrasting youth of the US.

Bauman brings spirit to everything she does on campus and off. Her 
passion and commitment show through all of her work, so be sure to stop 
by the ASR classroom or catch Bauman in a spring swim meet to watch her  
in action.

his passion for snowboarding, which he currently does by visiting Tahoe 
almost every weekend. Marketing seems to be a suitable profession for 
Whitchurch because he believes it ties in with his love of art. Despite his 
passion for art, Whitchurch believes that a career in that field alone would 
be too unpredictable. 

Next year, Whitchurch plans to utilize his photography and videography 
skills in LGHS’ yearbook class. Whitchurch has an idea to apply his videog-
raphy skills by making a few documentary-style videos about students who 
attend LGHS. While Whitchurch explains he may include some of his videos 
in his college applications, he explained his videography motives: “Honestly, 
it’s not work if you love doing it.” Currently in the school’s photography 
class, Digiphoto, Whitchurch takes lots of photos. Whitchurch may take an 
abundance of pictures now, but he has been involved in photography since 
2016 when he still lived in Washington. 

With a personality that is certainly larger than life, Whitchurch never fails 
to entertain his peers. From initiating the singing of various childhood TV 
theme songs on the football bus to cheering on his teammates during games, 
Whitchurch’s peers can always rely on him to lighten the mood of the room.
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described her family as “really close,” elaborating, 
“Our favorite things to do are definitely going on 
hikes and visiting San Francisco. We all love getting 
bread and good food from the Ferry Building when 
we drive up.” Hansen describes family as the most 
important part of her life, saying she “couldn’t live 
without them.”

Hansen’s passion for taking photos introduced 
her to famous photographers whom she now looks 

up to and considers some 
of her biggest role models, 
including Brandon Woel-
fel. She explains that she 
gets a lot of photo inspi-
ration from Woelfel and 
other Instagram photog-
raphers. She also claims 
she is inspired every day 
by her mom who takes 
pictures as a hobby.

Hansen began partic-
ipating in Los Gatos Field 
Hockey at the beginning 
of her freshman year and 
is currently enrolled in an 
off-season training camp. 
Hansen discussed what the 
sport is like, saying, “It’s 
something new I decided 
to try out this year and I 
actually ended up really 
enjoying it. The team is 
really close-knit and I love 
spending time with them 
in and out of practices.” 
Hansen has also made 
plenty of relationships 
with older teammates 

whom she considers to be role models, including 
sophomores Sam Gundotra, Amelia Enns, and 
Sophia Prakash.

Outside of school, summer camp, and the city, 
you can find this creative freshman religiously 
binge-watching Stranger Things and hanging out 
with fellow photographer and close friend Panu. 
Hansen is looking forward to improving in her field 
hockey skills as her high school career progresses and 
hoping to one day pursue her passion for photogra-
phy. In the meantime, follow her as she continues to 
explore new parts of San Francisco from café to café.
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Hansen  aspires  to  be  a  photographer
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