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Baseball attracts attention with stellar play and wins
by Henry Lamb 
News Editor

The Los Gatos baseball team continues to finish out its season 
strong. The team sits at second place in league behind Palo Alto, a 
team with whom they have split their head-to-head games. Their 
eight-game win streak ended in a close 3-2 game against San Benito, 
with game-ending walkoff homerun. Despite the loss, the team still 
holds an impressive 10-2 record in league.

Much of the team’s success can be attributed to members with 
major roles on the team performing consistently well. Seniors Luke 
Short and Tyler Williams boosted the team with stellar pitching 
performances all season. Short impressed in a game against LGHS 
rival Saratoga by pitching a one-hitter in the four innings he pitched. 

In total, Short had eight strikeouts. “I just really tried to pound the 
strike zone …  attack the hitters, get ’em behind in the count early.” 
Speaking on Short’s performance, the Saratoga coach claimed, “Luke 
Short is one of the best pitchers in our league. When you face someone 
like that, who has a little velocity and can command it, it’s hard to 
make adjustments.”

Williams pitched exceptionally well in a recent game against 
Los Altos. He threw a no-hitter until the seventh and final inning, 
in which Los Altos scored two runs, but still managed to pitch the 
whole game. Commenting on William’s game, spectator senior Will 
McCollam said, “He had great command. He was able to mix up his 
pitches with his fastballs and cutters, which managed to throw off 

the hitters. He also was sure to pitch quickly and efficiently in order 
to control the pace of the game.”

Another player who has proven to be a standout member of the 
team this year is sophomore Tommy Troy. Troy, who has already ver-
bally committed to play for the Stanford baseball team, leads the team 
with a .437 batting average in 71 at bats. He also leads the team in 
doubles, triples, RBIs, and home runs. Troy now has three home runs, 
including a grand slam in a game against Homestead that helped propel 
the team to a crucial victory following an earlier loss. “I was looking 
for a fastball, something straight that I could drive,” explained Troy.

The team hopes to continue its success in order to secure a spot 
in the open division CCS playoffs, which cut its number of qualifying 
teams from sixteen to just eight this year.

SB dominates the diamond
by Jamie Blough
Culture Editor

After a great start to its season, the Los Gatos 
softball team continues to dominate and represent 
LGHS on the field. 

Badminton keeps positive throughout the wins and losses
by Nate White
Sports Editor

The Los Gatos badminton team remains optimistic while grinding 
through the ups and downs of a difficult season. The Cats played their 
first match at home against Santa Clara. The first game played by 
senior captain Sohum Hulyalkar and sophomore Vincent McDowell 
proved to be a hard battle. Luckily, the boys prevailed with a score 
of 22-20. As for the rest of the team, the V1 boys singles, V1 girls 
singles, V1 boys doubles, and V1 mixed won, allowing the Wildcats 
to secure a victory.

The teams played Fremont High School, hosting the first of the two 
matches. At home, the team tied Fremont 15-15. Hulyalkar and fellow 
senior Chris Shenoy fought back from two deficits of 7-1 and 13-8 to 
win 21-19 and 21-16. The team played hard, earning a win from V1 
mixed doubles. Unfortunately, in the second game at Fremont High 
School, the Cats lost by a score of 13-17. Juniors Ian Kermoyan and 

Campbell Hill secured a close victory in a game 3 win with a score of 
21-19. Hulyalkar and Shenoy won the V1 boys doubles, even though 
they were facing off against the opposing team’s best players. After 
the match, Hulyalkar stated, “the other team was undoubtedly better 
than us, but they spent too much time in the sauna before the game,” 
and Shenoy added, “we are just too icy.” It was a great victory for the 
Badminton Wildcats against a strong team in Fremont.

The team also played against the Spartans of Mountain View at 
Mountain View High School. The Spartans came out on top 18-12, 
but the Cats fought hard the entire match, and never gave up. The 
prospective captain for next year, junior Joey Homeier commented, 
“although we lost as a school, I am really proud of my team for their 
unyielding dedication. I can’t wait to lead the team next year.”

With a couple of victories and a draw, the team remains positive 
for the rest of the season. Players look to finish the year strong by 
securing some more wins, as well as improving as individual players.
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PUMPED: The varsity girls get together to shout a big “LG” break.

LOAD UP: Williams eyes down the pitcher ready to swing at any pitch that crosses the plate.

TALK IT OVER: Infielders gather together on the pitching mound to discuss the team’s plan.

IN THE ZONE: Senior Thomas Moore watches the pitcher’s throw to catch the fast ball.

Varsity’s first away game of the month was against 
Milpitas. Resulting in an impressive 13-2 win, LGHS 
began April with a splash. Unfortunately, the team 
lost its home conference game against Santa Clara 
on Wed., April 4 in extra innings by a score of 5-4. 
The girls tied their next game against Wilcox with 
a score of 1-1, but won the next two versus Aptos 
and Watsonville.

The varsity team dominated its home game 
against Leigh on Mon., April 16. The non-conference 
game resulted in a 13-3 win for LGHS, continuing 
the team’s new winning streak. The following varsity 
game took place on Tues., April 17 against Pioneer. 
Students watched as the Cats and the Patriots 
battled, resulting in a 10-3 win for LGHS.

SMILING: Junior Sarah Lasher discusses the game with the umpire.

On a weaker note, the varsity team broke its 
impressive streak on Thurs., April 19, against 
Ann Sobrato High School. The game ended 
with an 11-1 victory for the Morgan Hill school. 
However, the Cats redeemed themselves in their 
next three games against Silver Creek, Wilcox, 
and Homestead. The varsity team sported final 
scores of 6-3, 7-6, and 4-2 respectively.

WIND UP: Sophomore Mira Sharma hucks her pitch at the plate.

In contrast, the JV team started off on a high 
note in its first game of the month on April 4. 
The team won its conference away game against 
Santa Clara by a score of 5-0. The players kept 
this streak by dominating in their next game on 
April 5. Playing against Wilcox, the Wildcats won 
by an impressive 15 points with a final score of 
15-0. On Mon., Mar. 16, the Wildcats won a home 
game against Leigh by a score of 16-2. Another 
game that week against Ann Sobrato resulted in 
a 22-4 win by the JV team. Subsequently, the JV 
team played Wilcox, Homestead, and Mountain 
View. They won all three of these games with 
remarkable scores.

JV softball’s next opponent is yet to be 
announced, but the game will be on Wed., 
May 21. Hopefully, the game will reflect the 
success that the players have had over the 
course of this month. Fans are expecting both 
teams to continue on their way to victory for 
the rest of the season.    
(Source: MaxPreps)

FOLLOW THROUGH: Hulyalkar finishes his swing after firing the birdie back at his opponent.
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