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by Thomas Petroff
Sports Editor

The National Hockey League (NHL) is in the midst of 
its 2018-2019 season, and it is one full of excitement. 
Currently, the teams in first place in each division are the 
Tampa Bay Lightning of the Atlantic Division, the New 
York Islanders of the Metropolitan Division, the Winnipeg 
Jets of the Central Division, and the Calgary Flames of 
the Pacific Division. 

The NHL is only a month away from its upcoming 
trade deadline, where teams are given the opportunity 
to exchange players before their rosters are finalized. It 
seems that among the specific teams discussing a trade, 
the Lightning, the Jets, the Toronto Maple Leafs, and the 
Philadelphia Flyers will be looking to obtain new players 
on their rosters. 

NHL teams battle for playoffs

by Quincy Marks
Media Production Editor

LGHS girls’ soccer completed the first half of their 
season with flying colors as the LGHS girls’ Varsity soccer 
team maintains its winning streak through the middle of 
the season. So far, the varsity team has eight wins and 
two ties. 

Over winter break, the team played three games against 
a variety of teams. On Jan. 2, LGHS tied Saratoga in their 
rivalry game. They scored two goals against Santa Clara 
on Jan. 4, resulting in a 2-0 win. Varsity scored eight 
goals against Fremont on Jan. 9, with LGHS shutting out 
their opponent 8-0. LGHS played Homestead on Jan. 14, 
winning 2-1. 

The LGHS Varsity girls will have five more league games 
spanning from Jan. 25 to Feb. 13 before CCS playoffs begin. 
As of Jan. 22, varsity is ranked second out of seven teams 
in the SCVAL league. As of Jan. 22, Mountain View is in 
first place. They are also ranked 13th in California and 
26th nationwide.  

JV continues to dominate throughout the first half of 
the season. The JV girls have won ten games and lost three. 
JV was on an eight-game winning streak and four-game 
shutout streak until their game against Palo Alto on Jan. 
14, where they lost 2-0. JV won 6-0 against Saratoga in 
their rivalry game on Jan. 2. LGHS won 5-0 against Santa 
Clara on Jan. 4 and again against Fremont on Jan. 9 with 
a score of 7-0. LGHS beat Homestead 6-0 on Jan. 11. When 
asked about her experience on the team, sophomore Marla 
Takahashi stated, “Soccer has been really fun this year 
and I’m excited for the rest of the season.”

The freshman team had an unfortunate season spanning 

LGHS Wrestling team pins all opponents to the mat
by Alex Niles
Opinion Editor

With its season in full swing, the LGHS wrestling squad has been 
very busy making takedowns and winning matches. The team is off to 
a great start, with strong showings in all the tournaments they have 
attended and a perfect record of dual meet wins for this season, beating 
Palo Alto, Wilcox, and Fremont in the first couple weeks of the month. 

The team had itsfirst dual meet of the season against Palo Alto 
at home on Thursday, Jan. 3, where they trounced their rivals 40-29. 
While Palo Alto was a tough competitor and took home several wins, 
their sparsely filled out lineup meant they had to forfeit several 
matches, resulting in a win for Los Gatos. 

For their next dual meet, the team traveled to Wilcox High School 
for their second meet of the season. The team had an exemplary 
performance, including pins by juniors Jordan Phillips and Linus 
Bloom. After a dominant showing, the team came away from Wilcox 

with their second dual meet win of the season, 58-18.  
The team had their most recent dual meet on Thursday, Jan. 17 

against longtime powerhouse Fremont High School. At the beginning 
of this highly competitive dual meet, wins in the lower weights by 
Markus Murabito and others kept Los Gatos close to Fremont. Both 
teams were neck and neck until the medium weight classes, where wins 
from seniors Clayton Murabito, Nic Pinon, Samuel Long, and Spencer 
Bryan helped Los Gatos pull ahead and seal the deal with a win 44-33. 

On Saturday, Jan. 19, Los Gatos wrestling went to Overfelt High 
School for the Overfelt tournament. There, Los Gatos placed second 
out of forty-two teams competing. Several wrestlers had outstanding 
individual performances. Juniors Jordan Phillips and Thomas Mailhot, 
as well as seniors Andrew Leung, Samuel Long, and Taras Priadka, all 
took 5th place. Several wrestlers finished 3rd, including juniors Marcus 
Murabito and Linus Bloom and seniors Clayton Murabito and Michael 
Wiley. In an unfortunate turn of events, senior Nic Pinon suffered a 
dislocated knee during one of his first matches of the tournament, a 
nasty injury which may end his season. 

After a successful first half of the season, it will be very exciting 
to see how the Cats close out the year. They only have a couple tour-
naments and dual meets left to wrestle before the post-season begins 
and brings the League tournament and CCS along with it, so be sure to 
come support your wrestling crew before you miss the chance!

CFB finishes season
by Nate White
Sports Editor

Fall has come to an end, which means that college football has ended as well. 
The season was full of upsets, comebacks, and nail-biters, never leaving fans bored. 

While there were numerous bowl games this season, the major ones garnered 
the most attention. In the Cheez-it Bowl, TCU defeated the California Bears in a 
low scoring 10-7 battle. Cal struggled offensively, as quarterback Chase Grobbins 
tossed 3 interceptions, and his backup contributed two more. In the New Era 
Pinstripe Bowl, Wisconsin dominated the Miami Canes 35-3. The Badgers con-
trolled the running game, scoring three rushing touchdowns and one passing. 
Their defense also held strong against Miami quarterback Malik Rosier and their 
offensive athletes. In the Valero Alamo Bowl, Washington State beat Iowa State 
28-26 in a nail-biter. Cougars’ quarterback Gardner Minshew tossed for 299 yards 
and two touchdowns, as the defense posted a strong two-point conversion stop 
on the goaline late in the game, securing the victory. In the Chick-Fil-A Bowl, 
Florida controlled Michigan, adding to Harbaugh’s lack of success against strong 
teams. Michigan contained tons of talent this year, but they ended poorly in a 
41-15 offensive disaster and weak defensive performance. 

In the VRBO Citrus Bowl, Penn State fell short to Kentucky 27-24. Wildcats 
running back Benny Snell Jr. rushed for a pair of touchdowns, whereas a strug-
gling Nittany Lion offense could not do enough to secure a win. Quarterback 
Trace McSorley concluded his Penn State career strongly, and the future looks 
bright for the Nittany Lions with freshmen stud receiver KJ Hamler and dominant 
linebacker Micah Parsons. LSU defeated UCF 40-32 in the Playstation Fiesta Bowl. 
UCF began on fire, but LSU battled their way back into the game and came out 
on top. The Tigers had lots to say about UCF claiming to be a national playoff 
contender, and a victory to show for it. In the Rose Bowl, Ohio State coach Urban 
Meyer finished his career with the Buckeyes with a 28-23 win over Washington. 
Quarterback Dwayne Haskins threw for a couple touchdowns, and the Buckeyes 
easily secured the win. Texas surprised the world by defeating a dominant Georgia 
team 28-21 in the Allstate Sugar Bowl. Quarterback Sam Ehlinger worked the 
Bulldog defense, while the Longhorns’ own defense held strong.

The Playoff began with Clemson vs. Notre Dame in the Goodyear Cotton Bowl, 
in which the Tigers easily won 30-3. The Tigers offense was too powerful for the 
Fighting Irish, who struggled to produce anything offensively as well. In the 
Capital One Orange Bowl, Alabama bested Oklahoma 45-34. Oklahoma put up 
points on the dominant Crimson Tide with quarterback Kyler Murray and receiver 
CeeDee Lamb opening eyes with their athleticism. Nonetheless, the Sooners could 
not stop the rolling Bama offense, resulting in a loss. 

The National Championship was a battle between Clemson and Alabama, in 
which the Tigers easily won 44-16. To many viewers’ surprise, Alabama’s defense 
was dominated by quarterback Trevor Lawrence, receiver Tee Higgins, and running 
back Travis Etienne. These playmakers destroyed Bama in the open field, as the 
offensive line controlled Bama’s supposed strong defensive front. Bama could 
not produce anything on offense as quarterback Tua Tagolovia struggle with 
Clemson’s forced pressure in the pocket, and defensive lockdown on receivers. 
Clemson forced many key stops and earned themselves the National Champion-
ship title.         
(Sources: ESPN, BleacherReport)
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Girls’ soccer succeeds in league
two games. The lack of games is due to the fact that there are 
not many other freshman teams in the league. The freshman 
team played against Cupertino on Dec. 11 and Archbishop Mitty 
on Dec. 15. However, despite their best effort, both games 
resulted in a loss. Even through adversity, the freshman girls 
maintained high hopes and a good attitude, and they are ready 
for next season. 

Varsity and JV are prepared and excited for what the remain-
der of the season holds. Come support both Varsity and JV girls’ 
soccer at their home game on Fri., Jan. 25 against Fremont.

FOCUS: Chicago Blackhawks stud Patrick Kane stares down the puck.

On Jan. 26, the NHL will be holding its annual All Star 
Game at the San Jose’s SAP Center, the hockey stadium for 
the San Jose Sharks. The four captains representing the 
teams this year are Auston Matthews of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs (Atlantic), Alex Ovechkin of the Washington Capi-
tals (Metropolitan), Nathan MacKinnon of the Colorado 

STAYING PATIENT: All-Star Alex Ovechkin watches the play, waiting to attack.

TOUGH LUCK: Pinon’s senior season was terminated early due to a dislocated knee injury. 

SMILE: The girls appear cheerful after dominating Christopher at Avaya Stadium.

BIG STAGE: Levi’s Stadium hosted the National Championship, in addition to other games this year.
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PUMPED: Senior Nic Pinon stands proudly on the podium for the Cats despite an injury.

(Central), and Connor McDavid of the Edmonton Oilers (Pacific). 
Each individual division has its respective rosters. 

Like previous All Star Games, the Metropolitan division will 
play the Atlantic division first, and the Central division and the 
Pacific division will also play, both games in a 3 v.3 style of play. 
The winners of these two matches will face off in the champion-
ship All-Star game, giving the title to one of the four divisions. 

As of now, the San Jose Sharks are in second place in the 
Pacific Division, trailing the Flames by only a few wins. Sharks 
defenseman Erik Karlsson missed two games this week, one 
against the Florida Panthers, and another against the Capitals. 
Karlsson had a lower-body injury that occured in the Sharks’ game 
against the Lighting last Saturday, Jan. 19. Peter Deboer, head 
coach for the Sharks, states, “I just want to get him healthy, so 
if he’s healthy enough, I would hope he’ll play (in the All-Star 
Game), and I know he would play. Let’s cross our fingers and 
hope that he’s healthy enough to play.”

It is an exciting time of the year for the NHL, as fans across 
the continent anticipate the All-Star game that begins tomorrow 
at 5:00 PM PST.      
(Sources: NHL, CBS Sports, Sporting News, Sports Net) 


