
By Mar. 25, the Quicksilver Pro at Snapper Rocks will come to an 
end. At this point, with wildcards and veterans leading the pack, it 
is shaping up to be an interesting set of finals. Fans can expect an 
exciting finish to the first stop on the tours Gold Coast circuit.   
(Sources: Surfer, World Surf League) 

WELCOME: Some LG golfers are members and play at La Rinconada.

Quicksilver Pro at Snapper Rocks begins WSL season

free, and Kulick in the 200 free. With the addition of 
those people, the LGHS swim team now has six qualifiers 
for CCS. On top of that, 12 swimmers each qualified in 
two relays for CCS. The Wildcats finished their second 
meet strong with 105 personal records (73%) of the 
total 144 individual swims.

On Fri., Mar. 16, the swim team had a bye and 
rested over the three-day weekend. However, this 
weekend, instead of getting ready for the Sadie Hawkins 
dance, the team will face nearby rival Saratoga in                
Falcon territory.
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by Madeline Pollock
Opinion Editor

The LGHS boys golf team is officially swinging into 
their spring season. For the past month, players have been 
practicing at Santa Teresa Golf Course Mondays through 
Thursdays. The team is divided into two groups, a varsity 
team and a practice team. The varsity team includes fresh-
men Trey Jenkins and Daniel Fondiller, sophomores Nick 
Weideling and Joshua Chan, junior Jacob Ballou, and 
seniors Tyler Rudee and Ryan MacSween.

Boys golf swings into season

by Bradley Adams
PR Manager

As the LGHS swim team nears the middle of its season, 
many swimmers have already qualified for CCS. 

On Mar. 2, the Wildcats made a splash in the pool at 
their first swim meet of the season. Swimmers raced Gunn 
at home in freezing weather conditions and managed 
to stay poolside, cheering for their teammates in every 
race. Both girls and boys varsity teams defeated Gunn, 
but unfortunately both JV teams lost. In this meet, four 
swimmers managed to qualify individually for CCS: senior 
Sydney Brown made her cut time in the 50 free, 100 free, 
and 100 back, junior Dylan Condensa in the 50 free, 
freshman Matt Driscoll in the 200 free and 500 free, and 
junior Christina Kulick in the 200 IM and 100 breast. 
Additionally, 12 swimmers each qualified in two relays for 
CCS. This was a good start to the season for the Wildcats; 
of the 138 individual swims at the meet, 82 swimmers set 
personal records.

The swim team concluded its fundraiser on Tue., Mar. 
6, raising 7,000 dollars. The swimmers raised this money 
to use toward a new timing system and scoreboard on the 
pool deck.

On Mar. 9, LGHS competed against Homestead at 
Homestead High School. The afternoon started off with a 
rough start. Due to a scheduling error, the team did not 
have buses to drive the swimmers to the meet. Luckily 
,enough parents volunteered and arrived in time to drive 
them to Homestead so everyone could still compete. Once 
again, both boys and girls varsity teams won, but both JV 
teams suffered losses. The results of this meet qualified 
four people for CCS: Driscoll in the 200 IM and 100 back, 
sophomore Dylan Hawk in the 200 free, 50 free, and 100 
breast, Junior Megan Tao in the 50 free, 100 fly, and 100 

by Connor Holland
Media Production Editor

The World Surf League’s 2017 season ended in December with the 
culminating event, Pipe Masters, on the north shore of Oahu. Here, 
the 25-year-old local, John John Florence, took his second world title. 
Winning the tour in back-to-back years, Florence has cemented his 
name in surfing history; no competitor has accomplished this feat 
since Kelly Slater in 2010. 

Wildcat boys win CCS
by Matt White
Media Production Editor

The LGHS boys’ basketball team achieved its goal by winning its first CCS title in school 
history after it beat Piedmont Hills (24-3) 75-58 on Mar. 3. Despite having the second 
seed in the playoffs, the Wildcats were the favorites after losing to Palo Alto on a buzzer 
beater in the CCS Finals in 2017. Los Gatos defeated Evergreen Valley (15-11) 81-66 and 
Los Altos (17-10) 76-54 before reaching the championship once again.  

The Wildcats started their final game on fire with an 8-0 run as senior Dylan Belquist 
knocked down two early three-point shots. After the early run, Piedmont Hills cut the 
lead to one, making the game 10-9.  However the Wildcats answered with another 12-3 
run and never gave up the lead for the remainder of the game. Belquist, who will be 
playing Division One basketball next year at the University of San Francisco, had 29 
points, 15 rebounds and three blocks. He said: “the experience that we had playing in 
the game last year really helped us because we knew what the game was like. Piedmont 
Hills started the game on their heels and we were able to jump on them early, which 
helped us win.” Los Gatos Head Coach Nick Ward stated: “the guys, they grinded it out. 
I know it wore on the guys for a year. I know they wanted to get back to it and win. We 
played with laserlike focus.” 

Senior guard Alex Braken-Guelke helped propel Los Gatos to its first CCS Championship 
in school history with 32 points, five rebounds, and five steals. Braken-Guelke averaged 
32 points per game during the playoffs and shot 32/32 from the free throw line. Braken-
Guelke, who struggled with an ankle injury throughout the season, said, “my ankle finally 
healing and getting much better before the playoffs gave me more confidence to help 
me play better. I was able to consistently focus throughout the entire game and used 
the motivation from last year to help us get the championship this year.” Braken-Guelke 
won first team all league this year and is debating whether to play basketball in college, 
although he hasn’t decided yet.  

After the Wildcats defeated Piedmont Hills, the team won its first game in the CIF 
State Championship Tournament against Antelope High School 83-52. However, the boys 
lost the following game to the number one seed, Alameda High School, which concluded 
the Cats’ season.   

Los Gatos will look to continue its success next year with six returning juniors and 
one returning sophomore. Senior guard Cade Taormina believes that “next year’s team 
will be scrappy and will find ways to win because they saw the hard work it took to 
reach the level of play we reached this year.” Taormina thinks the team will be very 
different, saying, “our team was unique this year because we had the two best guys in 
our league and everyone was able to play around them and step up on an off night.” 
The team will look vastly different with zero returning starters and a completely new 
coaching staff. Head coach Ward and assistant coach Steve Seandel informed the team 
last week that they will not be returning to coach the team next year due to personal 
conflicts. However, the former coaches promised the team that the program will be led 
by a strong candidate.  

PUMPED: Excited Wildcats pose for a picture after winning the first CCS Championship in boys basketball history.

courtesy MaxPreps

Swimming qualifies for CCS

On Mar. 6, the Wildcats competed against the 
Palo Alto Vikings, their greatest competition, at La 
Rinconada Country Club. The boys’ team will face off 
against Gunn again on the Mar. 15. The Wildcats face 
their rivals the Saratoga Falcons on Mar. 20. 

Although their season has just begun, the team 
is already meshing well together. Ballou says: “The 
greatest part about our team is the camaraderie and 
laid-back environment. We all have lots of fun together 
and push each other to be better every day.” Ballou is 
“most looking forward to playing with my teammates, 
winning matches, and improving my golf games.” 

Come out to support the boy’s golf team on Mar. 
27 as they face off against Cupertino High School at 
La Rinconada Country Club.    
(Sources: LG Athletics, MaxPreps, Gunn Athletics, Palo 
Alto Athletics, Cupertino High School Athletics).

HOME: Among other schools, LG golfers practice at the Santa Theresa Course.

NEED FOR SPEED: LG swimmers compete at Gunn High School.

 courtesy R. Peters

On the Gold Coast of Australia at the famous point break Snap-
per Rocks, the WSL season began with the Quiksilver Pro. So far, the 
event has seen major upsets. The biggest thus far was Mikey Wright’s 
victory over Florence. With Florence’s exceptional surfing throughout 
the past two seasons, nobody expected the newbie Wright to win this 
heat so handily. 

Wright comes from a family of surfing prodigies. He has two older 
siblings on tour: Owen, who won at Snapper the previous year; and 
the reigning champion of the women’s tour, Tyler. Wright’s family 
background gave him quite the reputation coming into this event, 
and fans were eager to see the youngest Wright’s debut. However, 
Wright performed poorly in the first round, producing a meager combo 
score of 2, and was out-surfed by opponents like Filipe Toledo, who 
achieved a combo a score of 15.56. 

Wilson is not the only surfer to have an impactful performance in 
these first three rounds. Joel Parkinson, a 17-year veteran on tour and 
a local to the Gold Coast, performed well. Parkinson burned through 
the competition, defeating American Patrick Gudauskas handily with 
a combo score of 17.03, snagging the highest point total of round 
2. In an interview, after being reminded that his last win at Snap-
per was nine years ago, Parkinson told the reporter, “That long...
maybe I should try and win one again.” It is clear that Parkinson is 
driven to win at his home break, and viewers can expect an exciting 
performance in round 3. SHRED THE GNAR: Surfer Troy Williams catches some air while trying to take on a wave. SMOOTH: Surfer Andrew Davis balances his stance as he rides a massive wave at Mavericks.

According to Ballou, “eight people play in the matches, 
six people’s scores count and two people are alternates 
in case someone cannot finish their round.” Those who 
participate on the practice team only attend practices and 
do not play in the matches. Coach Jim Marino, who is also 
the head coach of girls’ golf, leads the team this season. 
Ballou describes Marino as “overall a great coach who is very 
accommodating and encouraging.” 

As of Mar. 14, the boys team has only competed in two 
practice matches and two league matches. Their first match 
of the season was against Gunn High School on Feb. 27. On 
Feb. 28, LGHS faced off against Willow Glen High School. 
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