
by Thomas Petroff
Sports Editor

The LGHS boys’ soccer program kicked off 
their season on Wed., Nov. 28, at Helm Field. This 
year, LGHS added a Freshman team to the pro-
gram, in addition to the Junior Varsity (JV) and  
Varsity teams. 

After last year’s exceptional season with only 
two losses, the Varsity team had hopes for another 
incredible year. Unfortunately, Varsity has had a 
rough start, losing their first five games of the 
season. However, the Cats are beginning to turn 
this around in league games, as they currently 
have a record of four wins, two ties, and six losses. 

On Fri., Jan. 4, the Cats took on their second 
league game of the season at Santa Clara High 
School. The Varsity team tied Santa Clara 2-2, and 
this game was the most physically challenging 
one played yet, by both the Varsity and JV teams. 
Seniors Charles Debling and Thomas Petroff each 
scored a goal to tie the game. 

On Wed. Jan. 9, Varsity defeated Los Altos High 
School by a score of 4-0. Goals were scored by 
Debling (2), senior Mason Nevis (1), and sophomore 
Cooper Sells (1). Winning this game was vital for 

Boys’ soccer nears playoffs 

the Cats, as they lost to Los Altos’ varsity team by 
one point a month prior. 

On Mon., Jan. 16, Varsity competed against Palo 
Alto High School and ended the match in a draw. 
The boys dominated the pitch for the entirety of 
the game, but they were not lucky enough to score 
any goals. The JV team tied Palo Alto as well, with a 
score 1-1. Sophomore captain Ty Goldsbury scored 
the goal for the Wildcats. 

The JV team is also performing exceptionally, 
with a large number of ties. After their loss to 
Mitty, the JV team defeated Los Altos High School 
on Wed., Dec. 5, with a score of 2-0. Sophomore 
Joe Frankel scored a penalty kick for the Wildcats 
and sophomore Kyle Pinkham scored a rebound 
goal as well. As the goalkeeper for the JV team, 
sophomore Ryan Martyn allowed the team to win 
in a shutout. Goldsbury commented, “It’s been a 
great year so far working with a lot of good play-
ers and I’m excited for how the rest of the year is 
going to go.”

With roughly a month left in the regular 
season, the Wildcats strive to continue winning 
and hope to receive an opportunity to play in the 
CCS championship in late February.

by Nate White
Sports Editor

The boys’ and girls’ basketball teams continue to 
improve as their seasons progress into the second 
half of league. The boys hold a current record of 
8-9, while the girls sit at 10-6.

The boys kicked off the first week of league 
poorly, losing to both Mountain View and Palo Alto. 
Mountain View is the favorite to win the league, 
as they have big bodies across the floor who can 
all get a bucket – including a 7-foot center. Moun-
tain View’s physicality posed a strong challenge 
for the Cats, who, despite battling until the end, 
ultimately lost 56-35. 

The boys then travelled to Palo Alto for a diffi-
cult matchup. The Cats started off with intensity, 
but slowly cooled off as the Vikings added to their 
lead with each quarter. The Cats ultimately lost by 
12 and endured “F LG” chants even though Palo 
Alto administrators were in attendance. 

With their backs against the wall, the boys 
returned on Jan. 14 to beat a solid Los Altos 
team. The Cats played well from start to finish, 
with an offensively dominant performance from 

LG basketball awaits CCS
senior Marko Mihajlovic. The next Monday, the 
boys headed to Gunn, where they secured another 
strong win, this time 54-50. The Cats dominated 
the entire game on both sides of the ball, yet a late 
comeback from Gunn narrowed the score. Senior 
Noah Newberry continues to hold down the paint 
for the Cats and create shot opportunities for his 
teammates on the other side of the floor. 

After two solid wins in a row, the boys looked to 
secure a third against Homestead, but they fell short 
43-32. The boys came out strong, leading by eleven 
going into halftime. However, a scoreless third quar-
ter and an energized Homestead team led to a loss. 
The Cats look to battle this week against Cupertino 
and in the second half of league moving forward. 

The girls are playing well, as they continue to 
play solid defense and get buckets on the offensive 
side of the floor. On Mon., Jan. 7, they battled a 
difficult Wilcox team in a back-and-forth game. 
Ultimately, they secured a 53-48 victory. In their 
next challenge against Mountain View, the girls came 
out firing. They led the Spartans 28-13 at half, but 
allowed for an incomplete comeback to only win by 
2. The Cats went on to lose by 17 in a similar battle 
as the boys with Palo Alto, as the Vikings continued 
to add to the lead as the game progressed. 

Unfortunately, the girls went on to lose to rival 
Saratoga by 10 on Tues., Jan. 15. A late comeback 
made the game closer, yet the Cats could not pull 
through. They quickly bounced back on Friday 
against Santa Clara, beating their opponents 64-35. 
Junior Sabrina Belquist continues to lead the 
Cats offensively with an average of 17.3 points per 
game. Senior Alexa Wong also continues to lead 
her teammates, succeeding in rebounding, passing, 
scoring, and defense.

Make sure to come out and support your fellow 
Wildcats as their seasons progress into the second 
half of league!    
(Source: MaxPreps)ON THE ATTACK: Cooper Sells (19) looks for an opportunity to score.

by Nick Borgia
PR Manager

 On Jan. 20, the Conference Championship Games of the NFL 
playoffs took place. With only four teams remaining from the origi-
nal twelve, the winners of these games move on to the Super Bowl.

For the first matchup of the day, the Los Angeles Rams traveled 
to New Orleans to face off against the Saints in the NFC Champi-
onship. A touchdown pass from quarterback Drew Brees to Garrett 
Griffin and two field goals from kicker Will Lutz put the Saints ahead 
13-0 after the first quarter. The Rams answered with a touchdown 
rush from Todd Gurley and a field goal from Greg Zuerlein to make 
the game 13-10 with the Saints on top heading into halftime. New 
Orleans opened up the 3rd quarter with a six-and-a-half-minute 
drive, which resulted in a touchdown reception to Taysom Hill and 
put them ahead 20-10. Later in the 3rd, Ram’s quarterback Jared 
Goff connected with tight end Tyler Higbee for a short touchdown 
pass to put LA at 17-20. 

With five minutes remaining in the 4th quarter, Zuerlein com-
pleted a short field goal to tie the game at 20-20. With two minutes 
remaining in the game, Brees connected with Ted Ginn Jr. for a 43 
yard pass to put the Saints on LA’s 13 yard line. On third down, Brees 
targeted Tommylee Lewis for a quick pass, but Lewis was hit by Rams 
corner Nickell Robey-Coleman before he had a chance to look for the 

At the beginning of the 4th quarter, Mahomes threw a short 
pass to Damien Williams for a Kansas City touchdown, which put 
the game at 14-17. Later in the 4th, Mahomes connected with 
Williams again for a 23-yard touchdown pass, bumping the Chiefs 
ahead 21-17. The Patriots answered with a long drive, resulting 
in a 9 yard rushing touchdown from Michel, putting New England 
back on top 24-21 with only 3:31 remaining in the game. The 
Chiefs quickly marched back down the field, and Williams scored 
once again, this time with a 2-yard rushing touchdown which put 
them ahead 28-24 with 2:03 to go. However, Tom Brady and the 
Patriots did what they do best, answering with a 84 second drive 
which resulted in a 4 yard rushing touchdown from Rex Burkhead. 
Thirty-nine seconds remained in the game, with the Patriots 
leading 31-28. But the Chiefs weren’t done yet. Mahomes and the 
offense got the ball down to the Patriot’s 21, and Harrison Butker 
successfully kicked a field goal to tie the game at 31-31 to send it 
into overtime. The Patriots won the coin toss and elected to receive. 
That one drive was all they needed, with Burkhead punching in the 
winning touchdown and sending the Patriots to the Super Bowl.

After two spectacular championship games, the 2019 Super 
Bowl will take place in Atlanta on Feb. 3 between the Los Angeles 
Rams and the New England Patriots.    
(Source: NFL) 

ball. For a play that would normally be flagged as pass interference, 
no penalty called. If pass interference was called, New Orleans would 
have had the ball on the six yard line with a first down. However, 
the Saints had to settle for another field goal, which put them ahead 
23-20. The Rams started their final drive with only 1:37 left to play. 
With a series of quick passes, Goff swiftly led the Rams down to the 
New Orleans’ 30 yard line. Zuerlein hit a 48 yard field goal to tie the 
game at 23-23, sending the game into overtime. The Saints began 
with the ball in overtime, but on one play, Brees put up a floater as 
he was hit by Rams defensive end Dante Fowler on a pass play, which 
resulted in an interception by Ram’s safety John Johnson. After one 
first down by LA, Zuerlein successfully kicked a 57 yard field goal 
to give the Rams a ticket to the Super Bowl with a 26-23 victory.

For the second matchup, the New England Patriots strolled 
into a 20°F Arrowhead Stadium to play the Kansas City Chiefs. The 
Patriots dominated the Chiefs in the first half by holding them to 
zero points, while the offense put up 14 points. Sony Michel had a 
1 yard touchdown rush, and New England quarterback Tom Brady 
threw a 29-yard touchdown pass to Phillip Dorsett. However, Chiefs 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes opened up the 3rd quarter with a 12 
yard touchdown pass to tight end Travis Kelce, putting Kansas City 
behind 7-14. Later in the quarter, Patriots receiver Julian Edelman 
returned a punt to the Chiefs’ 37 yard line, which helped New England 
set up a 47-yard field goal that kicker Stephen Gostkowski completed 
to put New England ahead 17-7. 

UNTIL NEXT TIME: Chiefs quarterback Mahomes walks off after a remarkable season.

CARRY ON: Gurley, starting running back for the Rams, led his team in rushing yards. 

NFL fans look ahead to the upcoming Super Bowl LIII

ABSOLUTE LEGEND: Brady will be making his ninth appearance in the Super Bowl.
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IN IT TO WIN IT: Wong drives in for the lay-up against Palo Alto.
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HUDDLE UP: Head Coach Alex Saunders strategizes during halftime.
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