
by Nate White
Sports Editor

The Los Gatos Wildcats won the CCS championship in boys basketball 
for the first time in history on Mar. 3. The team relied on offensive 
threat and defensive stud, senior Alex Braken-Guelke, March’s Player 
of the Month. 

Growing up, Braken-Guelke enjoyed playing soccer and basketball. 
He found success playing soccer until he discovered his real passion: 
basketball. Leaving behind potential success as a soccer player, Brak-
en-Guelke pursued his love for basketball. His dominance soon became 
obvious as he got into high school, and he earned a place on varsity 
by his sophomore year. 

After losing in the CCS finals during his junior year, Braken-Guelke 
was determined to return to the big stage. He worked diligently all 
offseason at perfecting his craft until senior year finally arrived. 
Unfortunately, early in the season, Braken-Guelke suffered an ankle 
injury, confining him to the bench for multiple weeks. He returned 
in time for league competition and his dominance became evident. 
Braken-Guelke’s teammates could rely on him knocking down threes 
and guarding the best player of the opposing team.

Early on in league, the Wildcats were winning, but not playing 
near their full potential. Defensive struggles and offensive trouble 

POM: Braken-Guelke dominates the CCS playoffs
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With a strong preseason, the Los Gatos High 
School baseball team is headed into league with a 
great deal of confidence and will be looking to win.

The team benefits this year from having a lot 
of returning starters. Senior Tyler Williams also 
believes that “[they] have a lot of strong junior 
players that add to the depth of the team,” adding 
that “a strong rotation of pitchers will also help 
[them] stand out amongst other good teams.”

Williams and Luke Short started pitching last 
year, but other strong pitchers this year include 
senior Cole Patterson, junior Trevor Allen, junior 
Jack Lewis-Miller, and senior Caleb Marcus.

Some of the toughest games this year will include 
matchups against Milpitas, Mountain View, and 
Los Altos. The team expects, however, that games 
against Palo Alto should be its toughest. The team 
has a tough schedule to begin the season, helping 
them prepare for difficult games later on down 
the road.

Most of the players have their mind on CCS, with 
many thinking they have a good chance at winning 
the championship. “We came close last year and 
our pitching and hitting has only gotten better,” 
Williams said. “We should be able to make a great 
run this year.”

 The team started off the preseason with an 
impressive win against Saint Francis, 5 to 1. Saint 
Francis currently holds a 5-2 record overall. They 
went on to lose a very competitive game against 
Valley Christian with a 7 to 4 score. Despite this 

Baseball team starts strong
by Sam Zukin
National Editor

The boys’ tennis team recently started its 
league season in the competitive De Anza League 
with both JV and varsity off to solid starts. The 
JV team played Cupertino High School on Feb. 
27 where it won 5-2, starting off the season on a 
positive note. The next day on Feb. 28, the team 
went up against Homestead High School, winning 
by the same score of 5-2. After winning its two first 
matches, the JV team fell short as it lost against 
Palo Alto High School 2-5. The team’s match 
against Monta Vista, one of the most talented 
teams in the league, was cancelled due to the rain 
on Mar. 13. In their match against Cupertino, the 
team had two players who both won ten point 
tie breakers. Sophomore Kevin Kim’s win led the 
team to victory.

Coach Lana Carter discussed how the boys 
currently need to work on footwork and overall 
technique. Another aspect that is challenging to 
the team is learning the strategy of doubles. “We 
have a very large team and the challenge is to try 
to win and play all the boys as much as I can. The 
boys are great listeners and very respectful. I am 
very happy to be working with this group of kids. 
I feel that I can make a difference.”

Sophomore Ethan Mader discussed his favorite 
aspects of the team. “What I like most is playing 
with/against people I wouldn’t usually and learn-
ing their style. Personally, my favorite shot is the 
drop shot because if you can get it right it really 
pisses people off.”

The varsity team possesses three impressive wins 
and one loss. On Feb. 27, the Varsity team kicked it 
off by defeating Cupertino 4-3. The team continued 
its success with a victory against Homestead result-
ing in a score of 4-3 on Feb. 28. Playing its next 
match on Mar. 6, the team remained triumphant, 
beating Palo Alto with a score of 4-3. However, on 
Mar. 8, the team lost its first game of the season to 
Monta Vista with a devastating score of 0-7. 

Sophomore Benji Bout discusses his experience 
on the team with the season still in play. “We’ve 
only played three matches so far, but we’ve won 
all three of those so the season’s going pretty well 
right now. I like the team chant that we do at the 
start of each match because it’s always different and 
completely unrelated to tennis. My favorite shot in 
tennis is the forehand volley.”

Both teams have worked hard this season 
and look forward to the remainder of their                              
2018 campaign.

Boys tennis gets rained out

LGHS girls lacrosse keeps the ball rolling with hot start
by Katherine Monsef
Graphics Designer
   With an undefeated start to their season, girls lacrosse seems 
to be keeping the ball rolling. From the contribution of many key 
players, both attackers and defenders scored and saved many goals.
      In their first game against Pioneer, the Cats dominated the field 
with a score of 18 to 1. Considering the easy competition, attackers 
kept the ball moving quickly, repeatedly burying it into the net. The 
defense found it easy to lock down and keep the ball out of their 
zone for most of the game. 
     Later that week, the girls also won 11 to 5 against Los Altos on 
their home field. Despite the pouring rain during the warmup and 
game itself, the girls still remained on top.
       The varsity team also won against Presentation in a non-league 
game on Mon., Mar. 5. Presentation was an easy competitor for the 
girls, and all players saw time on the field. 
      On Mar. 7, the Cats beat their rival, Saratoga Falcons, 15 to 4 
on Falcon turf. Saratoga doesn’t have a complete roster of eligible 
players, so they played the entirety of the game down one player. 
The midfielders did well, winning the draws and carrying the ball 
down to the attacking end. 

      In the game against Palo Alto on Fri., Mar. 9, the team crushed 
one of its biggest competitors 15 to 5 at Palo Alto. Midfielders soph-
omore Madeline King and junior Natalie Deck played exceptionally 
with their smooth transitions and point contributions. 
     After much time in practice, the defense effectively locked 
down their zone and shut down the Vikings’ attackers. The Vikings 
did score a few goals due to a lack of communication in particular 
situations and unmarked cutters. Goalie sophomore Katie Douglas 
made fantastic saves and effortlessly cleared the ball to defenders 
and midfielders, who kept it moving through the air down to the 
attacking end. Communication was at its peak between all the 
players, which made the team present spectacular double teams 
against the Vikings. 
      Senior captain Sara Geiken provides a key role in the success 
of the team. She inspires players with motivational cheers and helps 
guide the team from the back of the field on defense. Attackers 
such as junior Mia Teague and sophomore Amelia Enns helped 
feed and score points for all of the games, keeping the scoreboard 
in favor of the Cats.
     In addition, last week the girls beat Wilcox 19 to 0, completely 
shutting them down. They also dominated against Leland 14 to 2 

last Friday. Both games were attack-oriented, giving the team time 
to focus on its offensive plays.
     Junior Riley Potts exclaims, “we can tell this is going to be a 
great year for LGHS lacrosse. We are the strongest team I’ve ever 
seen since I’ve been here. I’m excited to see where this season goes.”

RAINED OUT: Due to recent rain, many matches have been cancelled.WIND UP: Williams stares down his prey as he throws his pitch.

MEET ME AT THE RIM: Braken-Guelke finishes a dunk in the CCS Finals vs Piedmont Hills.

S. Zukin

LAX SQUAD: Teague and Katie Enns give it a “stick five” after scoring a goal.
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limited the Wildcats until Braken-Guelke helped the team get going. 
He finished the year with 462 total points, hitting 38 percent of his 
three-point attempts and 51 percent of all of his shots taken. These 
numbers rank up with the top shooters in the NBA. He went on to 

average 22 points, 5 rebounds, 2.1 assists, and 1.4 steals per game. 
Braken-Guelke’s contributions were essential to the team’s success, as 
he consistently put up strong numbers against difficult competition. 

Once the playoffs started, Braken-Guelke played as if he were on 
a mission. Throughout the playoffs, he never missed a free throw. In 
the first game of CCS against Evergreen Valley, Braken-Guelke put up 
36 points and earned the player of the game award. In the next game 
against Los Altos, he posted 29 points and 5 rebounds, once again 
winning player of the game. In the final game against Piedmont Hills 
Braken-Guelke scored 32 points, with 5 rebounds, and 2 assist. 

After becoming the first team to win CCS boys basketball for Los 
Gatos, the team advanced to the first round of NorCal playoffs. Their 
opponent was Antelope High School, against whom Braken-Guelke 
scored 31 points with 2 rebounds and 2 assists. During the next game 
against Alameda, he posted 23 points and 4 rebounds in the loss, 
concluding his spectacular high school career. 

Reflecting on the season, Braken-Guelke stated, “We worked 
hard as a team all year using last year’s result as motivation. Our 
confidence during playoffs was key.” Braken-Guelke’s contributions 
to the basketball program were nothing short of incredible, and he 
should be a serious consideration for the LGHS Athletic Hall of Fame. 
(Sources: MaxPreps)

loss, the team seemed positive about the close 
game against a team which has a high 12 Xcellent 
rating on Maxpreps. They continued their steller 
playing with an easy win against Capuchino 7 to 
3, followed by a 6 to 0 game against Santa Teresa.

On Wed., March 16, the Cats lost a tough game 
against a rival Palo Alto. The score was 6 to 4. 
When speaking about the loss, senior player Ben 
Wong said, “We should have won that game. We 
just made a few too many mistakes. Those mistakes 
added up on the end.” When asked about the next 
game against Palo Alto at Palo Alto, Wong replied, 
“We should definitely get this win.” Overall, the 
team feels very good about its prospects for the 
rest of the season.
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