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TAORMINA DESCRIBES HIS LOVE FOR THE GAME OF BASKETBALL

Torrey shares her cultural background Figeira surfs across Santa Cruz
by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

Without a doubt, senior Yuki Torrey’s unwav-
ering positive attitude and dynamic personality 
permeates the LGHS community. During her time 
in high school, she has explored her Buddhist faith 
and Japanese-American identity while pursuing a 
greater interest in global issues. 

Being half-Irish and half-Japanese, Torrey 
is proud of her diverse cultural heritage  
and its role in shaping her life experi-
ences. From Buddhism to Catholi-
cism, Torrey said that she has “a 
lot of different cultures that 
are embedded into [her] 
family, so [she] never 
really felt alienated.” 
She also has multi-
ple family members 
adopted from other 
countries whose 
personal experi-
ences she learned 
from throughout  
her childhood. 

Torrey’s Buddhist 
faith plays a central 
role in the way she 
approaches everyday 
life, while also holding 
importance to her Japa-
nese-American background. 
Although Torrey’s mother is from 
Japan and taught her how to speak the 
language, Japanese culture did not have a strong 
presence in her early childhood. After learning 
more about Japanese history in middle school, 
she decided that she wanted to form a stronger 
connection to her culture and began attending 
a class at the San Jose Buddha Church’s Dharma 
School. Torrey admitted, “I was really nervous at 
first because I was never religious,” but she quickly 
learned that Buddhism can be centered in “having 

the community and participating in the culture 
rather than Buddhist practices.” Nonetheless, she 
still found ways to apply these teachings into her 
lifestyle and quickly grew passionate about her 
church and the community it fosters.

It wasn’t until around sophomore year that 
Torrey became a teacher’s assistant for a class at 
her church, which is when she developed a deep 
interest in the religious aspect of Buddhism. The 
open-mindedness and accepting atmosphere of her 

church played a major role in her choosing to 
embrace the religion. “Other schools of 

religion in Japan are very strict… 
but this school of Buddhism 

was super welcoming and 
I felt that I was really 

accepted for who I was,”  
Torrey commented.  

In addition to her 
dedication towards 
teaching children at 
her church, Torrey 
continues to culti-
vate her interest in 
global affairs through 
activities such as Model 

United Nations (MUN). 
Since joining the club 

last year, she said that her 
public speaking skills have 

improved greatly, and now 
she even serves as a mentor to 

younger club members. On a much 
deeper level, Torrey said, “Through MUN, 

I found a link between being Buddhist and being 
a voice for the Japanese-American community, 
and then tying that to the international sphere 
to help other minorities.” 

Looking into the future, Torrey wants to 
extend her reach even further into the interna-
tional community. With her cheery persona and 
unique cultural understanding, she will undoubt-
edly go far in whatever life path she chooses.

by Matt White
Media Production Editor

When you don’t hear his loud and recognizable voice shouting across 
campus, senior Cade Taormina is either playing basketball, volunteering 
at various outreaches, or spending time with his family or friends. The 
Taormina family is a familiar name among the Los Gatos community, as it 
has seen three of Cade’s cousins and his older sister graduate from LGHS. 
Taormina currently attends school with another cousin, senior Drake 
Taormina, and his younger brother, sophomore Brayden Taormina.

Taormina is widely known for his basketball talent; he helped con-
tribute to Los Gatos’ first varsity boys basketball CCS Championship in 
school history. Taormina played four years for the basketball program, 
being on the varsity team for the last two years. Cade’s versatile talent 
was evident all season; his positions included both forward and point 
guard. Cade stated, “working on all areas of my game really helped con-
tribute to my success. I knew I was going to have to defend, rebound, 
and work hard if I wanted to play a lot this past season.” Taormina 
averaged 9 points and 4 rebounds a game for the Wildcats. Though he 
grew up playing baseball, soccer, as well as two years of high school 
football, “basketball has always been [his] passion, so [he] really wanted 
to focus on it once [he] got to the varsity level.” Taormina attributes 

this passion to his dad, as he vividly remembers watching Warriors games 
with him since he was five.  

Taormina is also a very spirited individual who enjoys helping the 
community. He is involved with Boys Team Charity and helps remodel group 
homes in San Jose. He said, “I feel really good after doing charitable work 
because I am able to help people that are not as fortunate as I am and 
I can help make a difference in their life.” Taormina has been involved 
in Boys Team Charity throughout high school and volunteers at various 
outreaches once a week. He continues this pursuit with his family and at 
church, as he enjoys nightly family dinners and attends mass every Sunday. 

Taormina is mostly known for his unique and creative personality. He 
enjoyed a short rap career but is now a retired musician. He currently 
spends time as a “checkered Vans enthusiast and proclaimed comedian.” 
He enjoys going to the mall and buying various checkered Vans and Gucci 
belts. “I spent 900 dollars on a Gucci belt that I wear every day to show off 
my swag,” Taormina explained. Many students view him as a fashion icon.   

Taormina will study business at Colorado State University next year. 
He is excited about living outside of California and meeting new friends. 
However, he says: “I am going to miss all the relationships I have built 
at Los Gatos and the friends I have had since I attended Daves Avenue 
Elementary School.” 

by Erin Grasty
Media Production Editor

Senior Jake Figeira is a friendly face to all, 
both on and off campus. His fiery red hair and 
occasional beard make him easy to spot in the 
halls. Figeira’s appearance pairs flawlessly with his 
loud and adventurous personality; his outgoing, 
wild, and humorous spirit allows him to brighten 
the lives of his peers daily.

Figeira embraces his lively spirit by pushing 
himself to be a key player on the varsity lacrosse 
team. He started playing lacrosse in sixth grade 
and has improved as the years have passed. “I 
kept doing lacrosse because I was good at it,” 
Figeira stated. He enjoys playing the sport and 
receives affirmation from friends, coaches, and 
parents. Figeira explained how “the team is kind 
of like a family – a really messed up family that 
does stupid stuff and can barely stay on task, but 
they are family.” He even keeps in touch with past 
players, explaining, “the guys that have already 
graduated, I still consider them brothers.”

Outside of lacrosse season, Figeira spends 
weekends at the beach surfing. “I shred the gnar 
from time to time,” he stated. Figeira has been 
surfing since elementary school and can remember 
when he could barely stand up on the board. He 
said there is no place like home when it comes to 
his favorite surf spots: Pleasure Point, Sewer Peak, 
and Steamers Lane. Figeira also loves surfing in 
Santa Barbara, expressing that “it feels like you 
could just float on that wave all the way down 
to Mexico.”

From the beachy shores to the depths of the 
ocean, Figeira enjoys surfing scuba diving on his 
vacations. He joked, “When I go underwater, I 
prefer to breathe there.” Figeira sees scuba diving 
as a unique adventure where he can “stare at 
sharks as they swim around or watch an eel look 
like it’s about to eat your mom.” In Mexico, he 
actually ran out of air while diving, which he 
saw as a great opportunity to apply the skills he 
learned in training.

From scuba diving in Mexico to surfing in Aus-
tralia, Figeira has traveled a ton. In fact, his next 
stop will be Flagstaff, Arizona. He is attending 
Northern Arizona University and said he is “beyond 
excited to go to a different state with different 
people.” He will be studying English in hopes of 
becoming an English teacher. “My ultimate goal is 
to be able to move back here and teach at Los Gatos 
High School.” When asked about what inspired him 
to be a teacher, Figeira answered, “A lot of the most 
influential people in my life have been teachers, 
and a lot of the people that have helped me through 
my personal struggles or even been there in my 
greatest moments have been my teachers.” Because 
his teachers were so helpful to him, Figeira wants 
to do the same for his students later.

Though he is sad to leave Los Gatos, Figeira is 
excited for this next chapter of his life. Those who 
know Figeira can be sure that he will succeed at 
NAU and touch the lives of many as he continues to 
be the outgoing and kind person he is today. Hope-
fully, in years to come, people can come to LGHS 
and find Figeira teaching at his former high school.

by Chloe Mendoza
Media Production Editor

Senior Peyton Dillehay is a leader. Loyal, funny, agile, 
and wise, she has always known that she wants to spend 
her life serving others. 

When you ask most kids what their dream job was while 
growing up, they usually reply with something like an 
astronaut or a movie star. Even as a child, Dillehay didn’t 
dream of riches or adventure; she dreamt of educating 
others.  “I always wanted to be a teacher,” she reminisced. 
“I just thought it would be fun.” She has changed her 
dream, but her current hopeful vocation is just as noble. 
After spending the summer before her senior year in the 
Amigos de las Americas program, exerting time educating 
and bonding with kids in a village in Nicaragua, Dillehay 
decided to expand her teaching skills to a global scale. In 
the fall, Dillehay will be attending NYU, a hub of diversity 
and opportunities to develop her leadership skills. She will 
be studying Applied Psychology and Global Public Health, 
hoping to implement her superhero-like educational  
talents across different cultures to educate those with 
fewer resources.

Until she can save the world, Dillehay uses her altruism 
to be everyone’s best friend. She finds joy in others: “just 
having a group of really close friends has made my time at 
LGHS special.” Whether it’s forcing people out of bed to go 
on the sunrise hike in Catalina, creating quizlets, or cracking 
jokes, Dillehay never fails to radiate positivity. Senior Amy 
Chapman describes her as “one of the most caring and kind-
hearted individuals I have ever come into contact with.” 
There’s no doubt Dillehay will be remembered for what she 
wants to be after graduation: her “open mind and positivity.”

Dillehay is a force of nature, able to master anything she 
sets her mind to. After starting dancing classes with a family 
friend’s daughter, Dillehay stuck with the sport for 15 years, 
winning awards for best solos and dancer of the weekend at 
competitions. Her commitment to dance encapsulates her 
personality, highlighting her loyalty, passion, and, of course, 
her grace. It’s hard not to feel emotional in the presence of 
Dillehay’s stage presence; her exuberant personality shines 
through her performance, creating an energy just as alive 
as she is. She wants everyone to feel this energy, leaving 
her younger peers at Los Gatos High with advice to “just 
have fun! Do stuff that makes you happy.” 
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Dillehay hopes to expand skills after Amigos experience


