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by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

He has the physical stature of Groot from 
Guardians of the Galaxy. He builds surfboards and 
he spear fishes in Idaho every summer. He even 
has a mane of hair that mildly resembles a lion. 
Ladies and gentlemen, he is senior Lars Atkinson. 

Full of quirks, Atkinson has tried out a variety 
of hobbies. When asked about the sports he has 
played, Atkinson kept it simple and said, “I’ve 
pretty much tried out every single sport… that 
you can.” Atkinson listed skiing, surfing, flag 
football, baseball, soccer, hockey, gymnastics, 
and water polo. However, he has now zeroed in on 
track. Atkinson will go to the University of Colorado 
at Boulder next year where he will run track and 
major in oceanic sciences with a business minor 
in real estate. 

Atkinson has been a hardcore fisherman for his 
entire life, travelling to Priest Lake in Idaho every 
summer with his family, where he has recently 
taken up the challenge of spearfishing for catfish. 
In Priest Lake, catfish are an unwanted species, 
which is why Atkinson took it upon himself to 
help eradicate them by diving in with a spear in 
his hand. 

Atkinson thrives in nature

Along with his passion for fishing, Atkinson 
has always had a thirst for knowledge about auto-
mobiles. He claims he is “able to identify certain 
cars just by their tail lights,” so one could say 
this senior knows his way around the car world. 
Atkinson ranks his three favorite types of cars: 
the Koenigsegg Agera R, the Mercedes AMG 656, 
and the Toyota Supra Mark Four. When Atkinson 
speaks with other car enthusiasts about automo-
biles, it is as if he speaks another language that 
only a few select people understand.

Atkinson will always stand out in a crowd, 
and not only because he stands at 6’6’’. With a 
lively, friendly, and exuberant personality, Atkin-
son never has trouble making friends. Recently, 
Atkinson has grown out his hair almost to his 
shoulders; he said, “my goal is definitely to look 
like Thor one day.”

In his waning days of high school, Atkinson 
simply smells the roses and enjoys life. Whether 
he grows up to be a professional athlete, a race 
car driver, or an even further skilled fisherman, 
still has yet to be determined.

Tahirovic receives bosnian citizenship
by Dana Cook
Editor-in-Chief

Whether it’s during a class 
or when passing through the 
halls, senior Sara Tahirovic 
never fails to exhibit her gen-
uine happiness and positive 
attitude. This outgoing senior 
is more than meets the eye; 
she continuously surprises 
peers with depth and an eager 
motivation to find and express 
herself through her various 
extracurriculars and passions.

What sets Tahirovic apart 
from the rest of LGHS’ class of 
2018 is her unique connection 
with Bosnia and the family 
relationships it represents to 
her. While her parents immi-
grated to the US before she 
was born, the remainder of 
her extended family still lives 
in the southeastern European 
country. Tahirovic learned Bos-
nian as her first language, but 
she quickly adapted to English 
and grew up with an American 
lifestyle. However, this year, 
Tahirovic spent several weeks 
strengthening her roots by pro-
curing a Bosnian citizenship. 
She explains: “Being Bosnian 
has always been a big part of 
my life. Being legally linked 
to Bosnia is really important 
to me. It links me back to my 
family. I think it’s worth [the 
trouble gone through to confirm 
the citizenship].” 

Another way in which 
Tahirovic expresses herself is 
through singing. Although she 
can’t recall exactly when she 
began singing, she remembers 
that music has always held a 

strong influence over her life. 
“Ever since I was young, I 
used music as an outlet to 
express myself because music 
is a happy place for me.”

In the fall, Tahirovic is 
heading off to Claremont to 
attend Pitzer College where she 
plans to double major in the-
atre and mathematics. Begin-
ning when she was just seven 
years old, Tahirovic learned 
to love the process of a show 
coming together, and all for a 
good cause. Joining a program 
called GIFT, or Giving Individ-
uals Fabulous Theatre, allowed 
her to find her niche on stage 
and inspired her passion to 
help others. The student-run 
non-profit organization per-
forms for children’s hospitals 
and elderly homes, and Tahi-
rovic took on the roles of both 
director and actress. 

On the mathematics side, 
Tahirovic elucidates that des-
pite a common distaste for 
math, she appreciates the 
euphoria of accomplishment 
when a concept in math clicks 
for her. She stated: “I like it so 
much, I think, because I can 
use creativity in math that I 
can apply if I don’t know how 
to solve a problem, and it’s 
really satisfying when I finally 
understand it.” 

Tahirovic is leaving a legacy 
at LGHS on the importance of 
finding oneself through music 
wand the practicalities of life. 
Heading off to college, Tahi-
rovic will certainly assert her-
self in similar activities and is 
excited for her new adventure.

Deming radiates positivity, kindness, and openness

Pastrone harbors a love of exploration

by Hayley Knowlton
People Editor

If everyone was a little more like senior 
Seth Deming, world peace would have 
happened a long time ago. Exuding 
authenticity, kindness, and selfless-
ness, Deming is the kind of person 
whom everyone wants to be friends 
with. With a passion for water polo, 
Young Life, and forming close rela-
tionships, Deming lives his life in a 
state of  complete positivity.

Deming explained how important 
swimming and water polo have been 
since a very young age. With the encour-
agement of his dad, who was a swimmer, 
he discovered his love for the sport at age 
five. Deming began playing water polo in eighth 
grade, and he continued playing through all four 
years of high school. He emphasizes that his favorite part 
of the sport is being on the team, stating, “The team environment 
is a really amazing thing. I’ve made friendships with people through 

water polo that I will cherish for the rest of my life.”
This year, Deming sustained a serious con-
cussion while playing water polo, which has 

impacted his day-to-day life since September. 
He started getting intensely painful head-

aches frequently around that time, and 
his doctor explained that he had a seri-
ous concussion. This meant that he was 
not able to play water polo for the rest 
of his last season on the team. “That 
was really hard,” Deming disclosed. “I 
just wasn’t expecting it to last as long 
as it did.” Though Deming could have 

let this situation ruin his senior year, he 
chose to look at it in a positive light and 

enjoy his final year in high school. “I really 
learned who my true friends are during this 

time; I have friends who stuck with me through 
the lowest moments of my life, which I am greatly 

appreciative for.” Deming continues to radiate this optimism 
and cheerfulness every day, further revealing his impressive resilience, 
courage, and determination. 

by Sophie Kroesche and Tatum Jenkins
News Editor and Humor Editor

While most seniors this year will head to college in the fall, senior 
Giovanna Pastrone breaks the mold: she plans on travelling around 
the world next fall to begin a gap year. When explaining the reasoning 
behind her decision, she remarked, “I don’t really know what I want 
to study yet, and I don’t know where I want to live or go to school, so 
I figure, rather than going to college, wasting 
the money, and change my major halfway 
through, I will see if I can wait a little bit 
longer to figure it out.”

On her gap year, Pastrone plans to rock 
climb in the High Sierras, work at home, and 
then volunteer at a refugee camp in Lebanon. 
She hopes that after being in Lebanon for 
a couple of months, she will be able to stay 
with her family in Italy for the remainder of 
her year abroad.

Pastrone is not unfamiliar with the crazi-
ness of travel; she moved to Los Gatos from 
London in sixth grade and started attending 
her first public school. “I went from an all-girls 
school with 20 people in my grade to Fisher 

Middle School, and there’s like a billion people. It was wacky at first,” 
she commented. “London’s kind of a weird place to grow up, but it’s 
nice going back and feeling like it’s a second home.” 

Pastrone’s love of travel has always been present in her life; she 
and her mom have traveled to countries such as Bosnia for a peace 
march and Rwanda to work with a charity called Women For Women. 
Last summer, she participated in internships in D.C. and London with 

the organization, performing administrative 
work, completing outreach service, and writing 
her own blog.

Reflecting on her years at LGHS, Pastrone 
vocalized her goal to get people out of their 
comfort zones and explore the wonders of life. 
As for Pastrone, she cites her involvement in the 
New Tech program as one of the ways she strives 
to move beyond the ordinary. She stated that, 
“[New Tech] was kind of weird for me because 
it wasn’t something that I meant to end up in, 
but I’m glad I did.” Pastrone enjoyed learning 
to collaborate with the same people, relaying 
that “it’s a nice change from what I’m used to.”

In order to fund her service trip dreams, Pas-
trone plans on working throughout the summer 

when she’s home. Although she already has a job taking care of her 
neighbor’s kids, Pastrone started working at Shoreline Amphitheater 
in mid-May. She excitedly anticipates this summer’s lineup, as she 
gets to enjoy live music on the job.

Although Pastrone doesn’t yet know what she wants to major in, 
her experiences over the summer and beyond will guide her in finding 
her true passions. At the end of her gap year, she plans on attending 
Hampshire College, but her plans aren’t set in stone. However, whatever 
she does, she strives to establish meaningful connections and inspire 
change in the lives of everyone she meets through her journey.
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Deming considers strong relationships to be one of the most 
crucial aspects of life. He is extremely close with his friends and 
family, and he emanates appreciation when speaking of them. “I 
really love having people in my life. I do value solitude, but more 
than anything, I love being with other people.” He explained that 
he and his family are extremely close, saying, “My sister has always 
had my back through everything, and my parents… I could not have 
asked for better parents.” 

Young Life, a Christian organization, has been a major influence 
on Deming since he first joined the group in seventh grade, teaching 
him to be more open in his life. It started out as a fun, decompressing 
thing for him to do once a week, but when he worked at Young Life at 
camp Woodleaf last summer, it became a “life-changing experience.” 
Meeting people from all over the world, Deming connected with people 
from a multitude of different backgrounds that he never would have 
met without the organization. 

Clearly, Deming has a down-to-earth attitude and a developed 
understanding of the world. From his experiences in high school, he  
encourages readers to “be comfortable with the uncomfortable” and to 
“keep an open mind… get out of your comfort zone.” A friend to all 
that meet him, Deming displays the perfect example of inclusiveness 
and genuine kindness. 
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